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Kentucky 

Ancestral  Homes 


Hardin  Thomas  House 
Built  by  Thomas  Lincoln 

Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

Fronn  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 

II.  Zoaf  otS.  oSoSo   


A  History  of  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky 
and   Its  Surroundings 
by  Samuel  Haycraft 

(1869)   : 

CHAPTER  XXXII 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  this  town  was  Hardin  Thomas.  He  \^as 
the  father  of  Jack  Thomas,  Isaac  Thomas,  Jesse  Thomas,  Miles  H. 
Thomas,  Alex  Thomas,  and  of  several  daughters,  one  of  whom  married 
Col.  Jacob  B.  Hayden,  our  present  Senator. 

Hardin  Thomas  was  a  man  of  peace.    He  married  Hetty  Gerrard, 
a  daughter  of  really  the  first  Baptist  preacher  in  Kentucky.   He  was  a 
farmer,  and  his  life  was  not  such  as  to  attract  a  great  deal  of  attention 
from  the  outside  world ;  but  he  was  the  "noblest  work  of  God"— "an 
honest  man."    And  not  only  an  honest  man,  but  was  possessed  of  a 
degree  of  benevolence  rarely  met  with  in  this  world  of  dollars  and  cents. 
His  house  was  a  kind  of  central  point  for  the  neighborhood ;  and  as 
at  that  period,  when  churches  were  few,  and  religious  services  rather 
poorly  attended  to,  a  little  visiting  and  good  eating  on  the  Sabbath  day 
was  not  looked  upon  as  at  this  day;  on  the  contrary  the  folks  worked 
all  the  week  and  considered  that  resting  on  the  Sabbath  consisted  in 
visiting  friends,  having  social  chats,  and  a  good  share  of  table  indulg- 
ences.  So  whether  Hardin  Thomas  and  Cousin  Hetty  preferred  it  or 
not,  the  Sabbath  was  not  a  day  of  rest  to  them,  but  rather  a  day  of  labor. 
The  neighbors  and  young  folks  poured  in  every  Sabbath,  or  nearly  so. 
I  have  often  been  one  of  them,  and  partook  of  the  hospitalities  of  the 
united  head  of  the  family;  and  those  hospitalities  were  not  extended 
with  a  stinted  or  grudging  hatfd,  but  flowed  bountifully  from  their  dili- 
gent hands  and  generous  hearts. 

And  these  Sunday  doings  were  not  all.  But  if  a  penniless  man  or 
woman  sick,  afflicted  or  distressed,  passed  through  our  country,  they 
invariably  dropped  in  to  Hardin  Thomas'  and  were  there  nursed,  fed 
and  lodged  and  kindly  treated.  And  if  you  have  been  inclmed  to 
insult  Hardin  Thomas  or  his  wife  let  one  of  these  unfortunates  ask  them 
what  was  to  pay  for  board,  etc. 

Everybody  loved  Hardin  Thomas  and  his  wife.  He  was  very  popular, 
but  never  had  any  political  aspirations  or  thirst  for  office.  I  once 
heard  a  man  ask  Hardin  Thomas  why  he  did  not  offer  for  the  Legisla- 
ture. His  reply  was  that  he  "would  as  soon  be  found  with  a  sheep  on 
his  back  "l/ke  lived  in  a  house  rather  better  than  usual  for  that  day, 
the  carpenter's  work  of  which  was  executed  by  Thomas  Lincoln,  the 
father  of  the  late  President;  and  the  most  of  that  work  is  to  be  seen 
at  this  day,  sound  as  a  trout,  although  done  upwards  of  sixty  years 
ago. 


Hardin  Thomas  was  a  man  of  portly  form  and  a  pleasant  countenance 
— just  such  a  one  as  was  comfortable  to  look  at,  and  was  a  complete 
index  of  the  inner  man ;  but  many  years  since  he  and  his  good  wife 
"have  finished  their  courses  and  gone  to  their  reward.   His  mother  was 
a  Hardin,  the  daughter  of  John  Hardin,  who  was  a  brother  of  the  old 
original  Mark  Hardin,  of  George's  Creek,  Pennsylvania,    His  father 
was  named  Owen  Thomas ;  he  was  the  brother  of  Gen.  John  Thomas, 
who  commanded  the  Kentucky  troops  under  Gen.  Jackson  at  the  battle . 
of  New  Orleans.   One  of  his  sons,  Miles  H.  Thomas,  still  lives  near 
Claysville  town.   He  is  a  clever,  honest  farmer ;  and  if  it  was  not  dis- 
paraging to  the  character  of  his  intellectual  powers,  I  would  say  that 
he  does  not  know  how  to  do  a  mean  thing. 

One  peculiarity  more  of  Hardin  Thomas  I  will  name.  He  was  so 
honest  himself  that  he  was  unsuspicious  of  others.  And  although  he 
lived  upon  a  public  road  leading  from  Louisville  to  Nashville,  he  trusted 
all  to  luck;  had  no  lock  to  his  house,  or  desk,  or  smoke-house,  or  corn- 
crib.  I  heard  him  myself  say  that  there  was  not  a  lock  about  his  house. 
And  singular  as  it  may  be,  I  never  heard  of  his  losing  anything  by  theft. 

But  those  halcyon  days  have  fled ;  they  have  rolled  back  into  the  womb 
of  the  past,  and  only  held  in  remembrance  by  the  few  aged  persons,  ling- 
ering on  the.  shores  of  time,  who  are  yet  in  our  midst,  but  silently  and 
stealthily  and  steadily  approaching  the  verge  of  their  appointed  bounds, 
and  ere  long  will  vacate  the  seats  they  occupy,  to  be  filled  by  younger 
and  stronger  men,  who  in  the  vigor  of  youth  and  manhood  shall  fill 
their  destiny  and  in  time  become  old  and  fade  away.  But  these  are 
rather  melancholy  reflections,  but  should  not  be  so,  as  it  is  the  established 
order  of  nature,  ever  since  Adam  and  Eve  were  expelled  from  Paradise  ; 
■  and  yet  the  world  is  ;.lways  full  of  youth,  manhood  and  old  age. 

The  days  last  spoken  of  were  days  of  generous  hospitality ;  the  size 
of  a  man  was  never  ^aken  into  account  when  there  was  such  an  abun- 
dance of  out  of  doort.  all  around.  Apropos  Lewis  Thomas,  who  resided 
on  Hardin's  creek,  in  Washington  county,  was  a  brother  of  Hardin 
Thomas,  of  whom  I  have  last  spoken.  He  belonged  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  In  those  good  old  camp-meeting  times  one  was 
held  near  his  house.  On  those  occasions  hundreds,  perhaps  a  thousand, 
attended  who  had  no  camp-building,  and  were  dependent  on  the  hos- 
i^itality  §i  ftU  the  neightjefhee^  afewiRd  \  mi  Lewis  Tbcsftiae  living  m 
the  pebble  road,  as  a  living  stream  of  humanity  were  passing  his  house, 
he  ran  out,  and,  with  a  cheerful  voice,  called  on  them  to  stop,  adding 
that  his  house  was  only  eighteen  feet  square,  but  that  his  heart  was 
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Thomas  of  fi.ii.o,  leaving  a  balance  of  £4.9.0,  the 
amount  for  which  Thomas  sued. 

In  comparing  the  contract  with  the  actual  work  done  we 
find  that  seven  of  the  twenty-five  logs  were  not  exactly  to 
specification,  four  being  six  inches  too  long,  and  three  six 
inches  too  short.  A  variation  of  six  inches  one  way  or 
the  other  in  the  logs  of  a  cabin  was  not  surprising.  As 
this  building  was  to  be  a  sawmill  it  would  not  require  such 
accuracy  as  Geoghegan  seems  to  have  demanded. 

It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  court  in  every  case  found 
for  Thomas  Lincoln,  which  would  indicate  that  he  had 
fulfilled  his  contract  in  a  "workman-like  manner." 

Although  we  have  no  documentary  proof,  other  than 
the  Geoghegan  suit,  that  Thomas  Lincoln  followed  the 
carpenter's  trade  after  his  marriage,  several  traditions 
which  are  current  in  Elizabethtown  suggest  that  he  was 
rather  actively  engaged  in  the  construction  and  finishing 
of  the  early  homes  in  the  community.  A  letter  was  v/rit- 
ten  by  Mr.  Haycraft  to  the  editor  of  the  "Louisville 
Democrat,"  dated  from  Elizabethtown  July  9,  1865,  re- 
ferring to  the  death  of  Jack  Thomas.  A  part  of  the  letter 
follows : 

I  have  just  learned  that  my  old  friend  and  relation  Jack 
Thomas  Esq.  departed  his  life  at  his  residence  in  Leitchfield, 
Grayson  County,  on  the  5th.  day  of  July,  1863.  Jack  Thomas 
and  myself  commenced  this  world  poor  boys  together  in  the 
early  existence  of  the  state.  He  was  born  on  the  7th.  day  of 
February,  1790  near  this  town,  his  father  resided  in  a  house  the 
joiners  work  of  which  was  done  by  Thomas  Lincoln,  father 
of  the  President." 

In  1869  when  Samuel  Haycraft  wrote  his  history  of 
Elizabethtown  he  again  mentioned  this  house  in  con- 
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noction  with  Thomas  Lincoln.  Referring  to  Hardin 
Thomas,  Jack  Thomas's  father,  he  said,  "He  lived  in  a 
house  rather  better  than  usual  for  that  day,  the  carpenters 
work  of  which  was  executed  by  Thomas  Lincoln  the  fa- 
ther of  the  late  President ;  and  the  most  of  that  work  is  to 
be  seen  at  this  day,  sound  as  a  trout,  although  done  up- 
wards to  sixty  years  ago."  "  It  will  be  noticed  that  the 
date  of  the  construction  of  the  house  would  bring  it  back  to 
to  date  when  Thomas  Lincoln  was  living  in  Elizabeth- 
town. 

Another  entry  in  Haycraft's  history  would  imply  that 
Thomas  Lincoln  constructed  the  house  in  which  he  lived 
at  Elizabethtown:  "After  this  time  similar  buildings 
were  erected  by  George  Berry,  Jacob  Braner,  Samuel 
Patton,  Mrs.  Jane  Ewing,  Mrs.  Boling,  Mrs.  Lewellen, 
Thomas  Lincoln  (father  of  the  President)  James  Crut- 
cher,  Asa  Coombs,  Thomas  Davis,  Henry  Ewing,  James 
Love,  and  David  Vance."  "  Most  of  the  pioneers  con- 
structed their  own  houses  with  the  help  of  neighbors,  and 
it  is  not  unreasonable  to  think  that  Thomas  followed  the 
usual  course  of  the  pioneer.  There  were  probably  no 
cabins  for  rent  in  Elizabethtown  at  this  time.  In  the  face 
of  all  this  evidence  we  cannot  accept  the  estimate  that  has 
been  placed  upon  the  industry  of  Thomas  Lincoln  at  this 
period.  That  he  did  carpenter  work  at  Elizabethtown 
between  the  years  1803  and  1809  is  an  assured  fact. 

The  Farmer 

If  one  had  a  fairly  good  idea  of  the  difficulties  that  the 
pioneer  experienced  in  getting  his  land  ready  for  the  crops 
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20.  Commonwealth  vs  Mordecai  Lincoln 

To  answer  to  a  presentment  of  the  grand  jury  exhibited  against  him 
for  not  keeping  the  road  from  May's  Lick  to  Chaplin's  Fork  in 
repair  according  to  law  for  which  he  is  appointed  overseer. 
Suits  Filed  in  Box,  June,  1799.   Washington  Circuit  Court. 

21.  Order  Book,  Quarter  Session,  B,  309,  Hardin  Circuit 
Court. 

22.  Order  Book,  September  Term,  1786,  Nelson  County 
Court. 

23.  "Louisville  Lincoln  Loop,"  by  the  present  author. 

24.  Road  petition  from  Elizabethtown  to  Ohio  River : 

To  the  worshipful  the  justices  of  the  County  Court  of  Hardin 
County.  Your  petitioners  humbly  shr  sv  t'lat  they  are  in  great  need 
of  a  road  from  the  River  Ohic  to  t  le  court  house  in  said  county 
and  it  is  the  wish  of  the  petitioners  thai  the  road  begin  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  below  the  mouth  of  Flippii  s  Run  which  place  your  peti- 
tioners think  centrical  for  their  neighl  Drh<3od.  Your  petitioners  fur- 
ther state  that  a  majority  of  them  hr  ve  from  eight  to  ten  miles  to 
travel  in  going  to  work  on  and  are  obliged  to  labor  under  every 
inconvenience  for  want  of  a  road  themselves;  These  statements 
being  fairly  made  we  rest  it  with  your  Worships,  and  your  Petitioners 
will  ever  pray  dear. 

Solomon  Brandenburg,  William  Kendall,  Elijah  Allan,  Ignatius 
Able,  George  Watts,  George  Rust,  T  hos.  Swain,  Aaron  Rawlings, 
Nicholas  Miller,  John  Esary,  James  Vanwinkle,  Henry  Ditto  Jr., 
William  Vertrees,  Thomas  Vanver,  Jacob  Vertrees,  John  Frakey, 
Davis  Kendall,  Davis  Gregory,  Jarimiah  Cruse,  David  Enlow,  Henry 

Ditto,  Isaac  Ditto,  C         Rawlings,  Jacob  Van  Matre,  Peter  Bodine, 

George  Howard.  John  Howard,  Ar'am  Miller,  Abner  Ashcraft, 
Abisha  Ashcraft,  Samuel  Berry,  Benjamin  Berry,  Joseph  Coombs, 
John  Merrifield,  Hardin  Thomas.  John  Johnson,  Thomas  Lincoln, 
Steph  Rawlings,  Benj.  Wright,  Sam  Bush,  Ich.  Radley,  Thomas 
Rop,  Enoch  Berry,  John  Miller. 

Bundle  Marked  Road  Petitions  BEFORJi  1805,  Hardin  County 
Court. 

25.  Collins,  Appendix. 

26.  Notes,  I,  I,  14. 

27.  Notes  VII,  12. 

28.  Notes,  VIII,  13. 


Who  Was  Who  ii2  I 

lard 

in  County 

By  Hardin  County  Historical  Society 

JACK  THOMAS 

Some  two  yoars  before  Hardin  coun- 
ty was  formed,  Jack  Thomas  was  born 
near  Elizabethtown,  in  the  vicinity 
of  what  was  then,  as  well  as  now, 
known  as  Claysville.  The  date  of  his 
birth  was  February  7,  1790.  He  was  a 
descendant  of  the  early  pioneers  who 
settled  in  what  later  became  Hardin 
county.  His  father  was  Hardin  Thom- 
as, and  his  maternal  grandfather  was 
Rev.  John  Gerrard,  the  first  pastor  of 
Severn's  Valley  Baptist  church.  He 
was  a  great-grandson  of  Jacob  Van- 
Meter,  and  Major  John  Hardin  was 
also  his  great-grandfather.  General 
John  Thomas  was  his  great  uncle. 

While  Hardin  county  was  yet  yoimg, 
Jack  Thomas  became  connected  with 
the  Circuit  Court  Clerk's  office.  Tlie 
clerk,  Ben  Helm,  needed  a  deputy  and 
went  to  the  school-house  and  exam- 
ined the  copy  books,  and  finding  his 
writing  to  be  the  most  attractive,  he 
selected  him  to  become  his  deputy, 
•and  his  appointment  was  accordingly 
made  April  23,  1803.  He  served  in 
this  capacity  until  1810,  the  year  in 
which  Grayson  county  was  formed. 

The  first  term  of  the  Grayson  Cir- 
cuit Court  was  convened  in  July  of 
that  year  in  the  woods  where  Leitch- 
field  is  now  located.  Judge  Henry  P. 
Broadnax  was  the  first  Circuit  Judge, 
and  his  first  official  act  after  opening 
court  was  to  appoint  Ben  Hardin  as 
Commonwealth's  Attorney.  Two  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  sat  with  the  Ciixult 
Judge  and  the  three  constituted  the 
court.  Next  in  order  was  the  selection 
of  a  Circuit  Clerk,  and  Jack  Thomas 
and  James  W.  Thomberry  each  were 
applicants  for  appointment.  At  that 
time  Thomberry  was  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  but  Thomas  was  only  twenty 
years  of  age.  Judge  Broadnax  was  not 
inclined  to  appoint  Thomas  because 
of  a  constitutional  requirement  that  a 


Circuit  Court  Clerk  must  be  twenty- 
one  yeai-o  old.  Thereupon  the  two  as- 
sociate judges  inquired  of  Ben  Hardin 
if  tiere  was  any  way  that  they  could 
legally  vote  for  the  appointment  of 
Thomas,  as  they  considered  him  quali- 
fied by  reason  of  his  experience  as  a 
deputy  clerk.  Mr.  Hardin  advised  them 
uhey  could  appoint  Thomas  clerk  pro 
tcm,  and  with  two  votes  out  of  three 
they  made  the  appointment  accord- 
ingly. Judge  Broadnax  resented  the 
action  of  Ben  Hardin  in  advising  the 
justices  that  a  clerk  pro  tem  could  be 
appoiiitcd,  and  he  said  to  Hardin  that 
if  he  had  known  that  he  was  going  to 
give  such  advice,  he  would  not  have 
appointed  him  attorney  for  the  Com- 
monwealth. However,  Judge  Broadnax, 
when  Thomas  arrived  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  appwinted  him  to 
the  office  of  Cuxuit  Clerk.  This  office, 
together  with  that  of  County  Court 
Clerk,  he  held  continuously  for  forty- 
one  years.  He  was  succeeded  by  his 
son,  Edwin  Thomas,  Sr.,  who  served 
as  Circuit  Com-t  Clerk  for  a  period  of 
twenty-nine  years. 

Jack  Thomas  was  married  to  Jane 
C.  Hundley  November  12,  1812,  and 
they  si>ent  their  entire  married  lives 
in  Leitchfield,  where  he  built  the  first 
brick  residence  in  the  town.  It  is  stlil 
standing  and  in  a  splendid  state  of 
preservation.  They  reared  a  large 
family,  and  one  of  the  daughters  mar- 
ried Elisha  Brown,  who  for  some  years 
was  postmaster  of  Elizabethtown. 

The  house  in  which  Jack  Thomas 
was  born  was  built  by  the  father  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  it  Is  probable 
that  they  were  acquainted.  In  a  let- 
ter which  Abraham  Lincoln  wrote  to 
Sami  el  Haycraft  dated  May  28,  1860, 
L  ncc  ln  made  reference  to  Jack  Thom- 
as a  id  stated  that  he  was  familiar 
with  his  handwriting. 

His  cleat  1  occurred  July  5,  1865,  and 
he  is  burii^d  in  the  Thomas  cemetery 
at  Ldtchfield.  His  sterling  character 
was  attested  by  his  friend  Saiauel  Hay- 
craft  who,  after  his  death,  wrote  con- 
ccrni!  g  him  the  following:  "He  car- 
ried las  heart  in  his  hand — open,  gen- 
erous, frank.  If  he  knew  anything  of 
the  arts  of  duplicity,  concealment  or 
deception,  I  never  knew  him  to  avail 
himself  of  it.  He  was  a  gentleman 
of  the  olden  time." 


"Next  comes  the  house  built  by  Hardin  Thomas  in 
1805  on  the  farm  just  off  the  North  Dixie  Highway 
now  operated  by  Heady  Jenkins.    The  carpenter  work 
was  done  by  Thomas  Lincoln  and  this  year  (1919) 
the  mantel  from  this  house  has  been  installed  in 
the  library  of  the  Officers'  Mess  at  Fort  Knox. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Sally  Smith  (Mrs.  J.  F. 
Albert's  mother)  now  more  than  90  years  old,  was 
born  here.    This  is  a  frame  house,  log  within." 


Information  taken  from  a 
paper  written  by  Mrs.  R.  W. 
Gates  of  Elizabethtown ,  Ky. 


The  Elizabethtown  Hardin  Thomas  Home 
(Built  by  Thomas  Lincoln) 

Efforts  to  prove  that  Thomas  Lincoln  (father  of  the  Sixteenth  President) 
built  the  Hardin  Thomas  house,  which  is  still  standing  near  Elizabethtown, 
continue  desoite  the  lack  of  documentary  records  to  nail  down  the  facts.    Up  to 
date,  the  best  information  on  the  subject  is  to  be  found  in  Samuel  Haycraft  Jr's. 
''A  History  of  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky,  and  its  Surroundings,"  written  in  I869. 
On  page  123,  Chaoter  XXXII,  Haycraft  made  the  following  statement:    "He  (Hardin 
Thomas)  lived  in  a  house  rather  better  than  usual  for  that  day,  the  carpenter 
work  of  which  was  executed  by  Thomas  Lincoln,  the  father  of  the  late  president; 
and  the  rcost  of  that  work  is  to  be  seen  at  this  day,  sound  as  a  trout,  although 
done  upwards  of  sixty  years  ago." 

Another  Haycraft  reference  appears  on  page  55  of  the  Elizabethtown 
history  as  follows:    "He  (Jack  Thomas)  was  bom  on  the  7th  day  of  February, 
1790.    His  father  (Hardin  Thomas)  resided  in  a  house  the  joiner's  work  of 
which  was  done  by  Thomas  Lincoln,  father  of  the  president." 

Some  of  the  descendants  of  Hardin  Thomas  contend  that  Jack  Thomas  was 
bom  in  the  cabin  home  in  1790  and  that  if  Thomas  Lincoln  built  the  cabin  it 
would  have  to  be  prior  to  1790.    Historians  who  have  worked  through  Kentucky 
court  house  records  are  convinced  that  Thomas  Lincoln  was  bom  in  1776,  althou^ 
President  Abraham  Lincoln  probibly  believed  that  his  father  was  born  in  1778. 
If  the  court  records  are  correct,  then  the  President's  father  was  1^  years  old 
in  1790.    However,  if  the  President  was  correct,  his  father  was  12  years  old 
on  that  date. 
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The  earliest  date  that  can  be  established  that  TTiomas  Lincoln  was  in 
Hardin  County  is  July  13,  1796  when  he  was  paid  39  shillings  by  Samuel 
Haycraft,  Sr.  for  work  on  a  mill  race  and  mill  dam.    Tom  Lincoln  was  at 
that  time  20  years  old. 

The  names  of  Hardin  Thomas  and  Thomas  Lincoln  are  linked  tof^ether  in 
Hardin  County  court  documents.    One  such  document  is  a  petition  (signed  by 
^♦■3  people)  for  a  "road  from  the  River  Ohio  to  the  court  house  ,  ,  .  that 
the  road  begin  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  the  mouth  of  Flippins  Run  .  .  . 
Another  document  is  a  petition  for  a  road  from  Eliaabethtown  to  Flipnins 
Run.    The  route  of  the  proposed  road  was  to  run  through  the  land  of 
Benjamin  Helm,  Hardin  Thomas,  Alexander  ^shley  .  .  ,  etc."    The  above 
documents  are  to  be  found  in  a  bundle  marked  "Road  Petitions  Before  lv505,'' 
In  the  Hardin  County  court  records. 

While  we  are  certain  that  Thomas  Lincoln  was  acquainted  with  Hardin 
Thomas,  it  is  of  interest  to  point  out  that  President  Lincoln  was  able  to 
identify  the  handwriting  of  Jack  Thomas,  the  Circuit  Court  Clerk.    On  May  28, 
I860  while  Lincoln  was  a  presidential  candidate  he  answered  Samuel  Haycraft, 
Jr's.  letter.    Among  other  things  he  wrote,  "I  do  not  think  I  ever  saw  you, 
though  I  very  well  know  who  you  are  -  so  well  that  I  recognized  your  hand- 
writings, on  opening  your  letter,  before  I  saw  the  signature.    My  recollection 
is  that  Jack  Thomas  and  William  Farleigh  graduated  in  the  same  office,  and  that 
your  handwritings  were  all  very  similar.    Am  I  right?**    Interestingly  enough 
examples  of  the  handwriting  of  the  three  clerks  are  extant  and  are  similar. 

One  question  that  baffles  the  members  of  the  Hardin  County  Historical 
Society  and  historians  who  are  concerned  with  preserving  the  house  is  the  date 
of  its  construction.    About  forty-five  years  ago  Mrs.  R.       Gates  of  Elizabeth- 
town  prepared  a  paper  about  old  houses  in  the  town.    The  following  information 
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is  taken  from  her  paper: 

•'Next  cones  the  house  built  by  Hardin  Thoroas  in  1805  on  the  far« 
just  off  the  North  Dixie  Hiprhway  now  ooerated  by  Heady  Jenkins. 
The  caroenter  work  was  done  by  Thomas  Lincoln  and  this  year  (1919) 
the  mantel  from  this  house  has  been  installed  in  the  library  of 
the  Officer's  Mess  at  Fort  Knox.    The  father  of  Krs.  Sally  Smith 
(Mrs.  J.  F.  Albert's  mother)  now  more  than  90  years  old,  was  bom 
there.    This  is  a  fraire  house,  log  within." 
On  the  other  hand  if  one  follows  the  approximate  date  of  the  construc- 
tion of  the  house  as  given  by  Haycraft,  ("upwards  of  sixty  years  ago") 
in  1869,  the  conclusion  is  that  the  house  was  constructed  by  Thomas 
Lincoln  in  1809  at  the  age  of  33t  the  year  his  famous  son  was  born. 
Perhaps  the  date  was  soir-etime  between  the  years  1805  to  1809,  with  rrost 
of  the  evidence  leaning  to  the  latter  date. 

There  is  documentary  proof  that  Lincoln  followed  the  carpenter's  trade 
in  Elizabeth town.    This  is  revealed  in  the  details  of  the  Geoghegan-Lincoln 
suit.    Lincoln,  not  lonf^  after  his  marriage  to  Kancy  Hanks  (IBQJ  )  made  a 
contract  to  hew  enough  logs  to  erect  a  mill.    Lincoln  fulfilled  his  part  of 
the  contract  but  Geoghegan  claimed  the  work  was  not  done  according  to  specifi- 
cations.    Lincoln  brought  suit  against  Geoghegan  in  a  magistrate's  court  on 
March  25,  ISO?.    Lincoln  won  the  suit.    The  judgment  was  for  four  pounds  and 
nine  shillings  and  the  cost  of  the  trial  amounted  to  four  shillings  and  six 
pence  plus  the  cost  of  the  appeal. 

Another  entry  in  Haycraft' s  history  would  indicate  that  the  father  of  the 
President  constructed  the  house  in  which  he  lived  at  Elizabethtown: 
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"After  this  time  similar  buildings  were  erected  by  George  Berry, 
Jacob  Bruner,  Samuel  Fatten,  Mrs.  Jane  Ewing,  Mrs.  Holing,  Mrs. 
Lewellen,  Thomas  Lincoln  (father  of  the  President),  James 
Crutcher,  Asa  Coombs,  Thomas  Davis,  H«iry  Ewing,  James  Love  and 
David  Vance." 

It  is  an  assured  fact  that  Lincoln  did  carp«iter*s  work  at  Elizabeth- 
town  between  the  years  1803  and  1809. 

Because  Thomas  Lincoln  was  a  skilled  cabinetmaker  it  has  been  asserted 
that  he  did  not  build  the  Hardin  Thomas  house  but  did  the  inside  finishing 
work.    Haycraft  referred  to  Lincoln's  work  on  the  Thomas  House  as  that  of 
a  "joiner.**    Webster's  New  Collegiate  Dictionary  defines  a  joiner  as  (l) 
"one  who  or  that  which  joins,  (2)  one  whose  occupation  is  to  construct 
articles  by  joining  pieces  of  wood;  a  skilled  woodworker  who  does  the 
woodwork  (as  doors,  stairs,  etc.)  necessary  for  the  finishing  of 
buildings."    Perhaps  he  did  both.    His  carpenter's  work  ranged  all  the 
way  from  Geoghegan  Mill  to  the  Thomas  Mantlepiece  now  located  in  the 
Lincoln  Room  of  the  Armor  Center  Officer's  Open  Mess  at  Fort  Knox, 
Kentucky. 

The  farm  on  which  the  Hardin  Thomas  house  now  stands  will  eventually 
become  a  part  of  the  Valley  Creek  VJatershed.    Water  will  be  impounded  by 
multipurpose  dams  to  provide  additional  water  for  the  town,  provide 
flood  control  and  recreation,    Ijickily  the  site  of  the  house  will  not  be 
in  the  flooded  area  but  on  high  ground. 

It  is  the  hope  of  many  Elizabethtown  people  that  the  historic  Hardin 
Thomas  home  will  be  preserved.  At  this  date  it  is  almost  a  miracle  that 
a  house  built  by  Thomas  Lincoln  should  still  be  standing.    Perhaps  soiretime 
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soon  thi3  historic  house  iriill  take  its  rightful  place  along  with  other 
famous  Kentucky  homes.    Elizabethtown  is  indeed  fortunate  that  such  a 
valuable  historic  relic  has  been  preserved. 


A.  H. 


— — -wrtcAmrT.  Jenkins 
p.  o.  Box-oSi 

ELIZABETHTOWN,  KENTUCKY  42701 


May  12,  I96U 


Dr.  R,  Gerald  McMurtry 
Lincoln  Life  Foundation  Bldg. 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Gerald, 

I  certainly  did  appreciate  your  excellent  letter  and  interesting  enclosures 
which  included  the  mantle  out  of  the  old  house.    It  certainly  was  thoughtful  of 
you  to  go  to  all  the  trouble  and  send  us  copies  of  all  the  valuable  information 
and  express-your  sentiments  on  the  historical  value  of  the  Thomas  Lincoln  building 
to  Elizabethtown  and  the  State  of  Kentucky.    I  am  sure  that  if  we  present  it  at 
the  proper  time  very  much  interest  will  be  created  by  our  citizens  about  this 
historic  landmark, 

Mary  Lee  and  I  have  read  your  letter  several  times  and  studied  the  copies  of 
"Lincoln  Lore"  that  you  enclosed  for  us.    Thank  you  so  much  for  sending  the  copy 
with  the  picture  of  the  old  mantle  that  is  located  at  ^rt  Knox  and  the  descriptions 
of  the  other  beautiful  and  interesting  furniture  that  is  still  on  display. 

I  have  showed  your  letter  to  our  County  Attorney,  Mr,  Burton  Cowley,  (I  believe 
you  met  him  when  you  were  visiting  here),  who  is  very  much  interested  in  the 
historic  background  of  our  community  and  has  served  as  president  of  the  local  Historical 
Society.    Mr.  Cowley  belongs  to  the  Vine  Grove  Cowleys. 

I  think  Mary  Lee  is  planning  to  put  your  letter  with  "her"  keepsakes  as  she 
still  claims  you  as  "One  of  her  Own". 

I  will  be  looking  for  you  to  drop  in  and  see  me  the  next  time  you  are  in 
Elizabethtown  so  I  can  discuss  further  with  you  some  of  the  interesting  things 
we  are  finding  out  about  my  farm.    Mr.  Cowley  tells  me  that  he  has  almost  finished 
tracing  the  deeds  back  to  Hardin  Thomas  as  the  owner  of  my  farm  and  should  be 
done  with  his  work  in  the  next  week  or  10  days. 

Thanking  you  again  for  your  interest,  I  am, 


October  17 »  1963 


S3ei  ,TX 


Mr.  Allen  P..  Cubbage 
Cubba^e  £  .Cubbage 
Litchfield,  Kentucky 

Dear  Mr.  Cubbage: 


.  jo*noo  SIB  iJoY 


The 


I  was  pleased  to  have  your  letter  of  October  9th. 
Woman's  Club  of  Elizabethtown . is  the  publisher  of  my  little 
namDhlct  on  Havcraft's  "History  of  Elizabethtown  .     In  this 
^SSpSle^  Thave  incorporated  the  correspondence  between  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  Samuel  Hayoraft.    You  can  get  a  copy  at  the  Brown- 
Pusey  House  in  Elizabethtown. 

Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hank»  were  married  on  June  12, 
1806      Their  first  child,  Sarah,  was  born  in  Elizabethtown  on 
February  lo"  1807.     Lincoln  was  born  at  the  Sinking  Spring  farm 
in  Hardin  County  (now  Larue  County)  on  February  12,  1809.  A 
third  child  named  Thomas  was  born  on  Ki)ob  Creek  in  i-«iJ-» 
died  in  infancy.    The  above  birthdates  indicate  that  the  Thomas 
Lincolns  had  only  one  child  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  born.  - 

Your  letter  indicates  that  you  wonder  about  the  size  of 
the  cabin  and  how  it  was  possible  for  all  of  them  to  live  under 
one  roof.    The  original  cabin  measured  IB"  X  16'  which  was  the 
usual  size  for  a  one  room  home  in  those  days.    The  reconstructed 
cabin  in  the  memorial  measures  but  17'  X  13».    There  was  some 
squaring  off  of  the  ends  of  the  logs  which  had  deteriorated,  but 
the  loss  of  three  feet  in  the  width  of  the  structure  was  evidently 
a  mutilation  of  a  different  character.    The  Lincoln  home  was  not 
inferior  to  other  pioneer  dwellings,  in  fact  the  Lincoln^  lived 
under  more  favorable  conditions  than  many  of  their  neighbors. 
The  surroundings  of  Abraham  Lincoln  at  birth  did  not  differ  in 
any  respect  from  the  conditions  existing  m  thousands  of  pioneer 
cabins  on  the  frontier  in  the  year  1809. 


Mr.  Cubbage 
October  17,  1963 
Page  Two 


died  in  IqTu      m      ^r^'^-M        ^^^^^"^  T.  McMurtry  who 

rtf^K  .-i!     *  "^°^^?^»  M^s.  L.  B.  Hake,  still  l^esides  in 

Elizabethtown.     I  am  glad  to  know  of  our  kinship.     I  remember  mv 

S^^.r^^-^''^''^  ^  ^^^^y-     ^  a  biographical 

sketch  which  you  may  find  of  interest,  apnxcai. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  you  might  be  interested  in 
our  monthly  bulletin.    We  make  no  charge  fo?  it.     I  am  pfacins 

s^nSinHorthrio^^'-^'^''^"     "'^^^  ^v^r 

senaing  you  the  1963  issues. 


-nwoid    Again  many  thanks  for  your  letter, 


toil  no 
-r^d  I 


Yours  sincerely. 
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209  Elizabeth  St, 
Elizabeth town,  Ky, 
11  November  1963 


Dr,  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Gerald  t 

We  are  very  interested  in  the  idea  you  suggest  in  your  letter 
of  h  November  1963  relative  to  preserving  the  Hardin  Thomas  house 
built  by  Thomas  Lincoln  and  now  owned  by  Heady  Jenkins. 

Edmund  and  I  went  out  there  yesterday  and  looked  at  the  house 
from  the  outside  and  took  a  couple  of  pictures  \rtiich  we  will  send 
to  you  >rfien  we  complete  the  roll  of  film.    There  is  a  small  cemetery 
back  there,  too,  but  we  could  make  out  the  inscriptions  on  only  five 
of  the  stones  and  two  of  these  were  infants,  one  a  son  of  WHliam  H. 
Thomas  but  no  dates.    Mehetabel  Thomas,  born  1769,  died  1839  and 
Gillyrc,,  wife  of  V6.lliam  Bethel  and  daughter  of  Christopher  Miller, 
bom  1809,  died  181i6  are  buried  there. 

Burton  said  he  would  run  back  the  deeds  on  the  house  and  I  am 
willing  to  do  anything  I  can  to  help,  just  let  me  know  what  you 
want  done. 

We  look  forward  to  seeing  your  article  in  ANTIQUES  and  LINCOLN 
LORE,    Thanks  for  telling  us  about  them, 

I'll  talk  to  Burton  again  and  find  out  if  he  has  any  specific 
ideas  as  to  what  I  should  do  about  Hardin  Thomas,    We  will  also  talk 
about  it  at  the  meeting  of  the  Historical  Society  this  coming  Thurs- 
day night. 


Sincerely, 


UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

M^emorandum  •  post  office  department 

SUBJECT:    Valley  Creek  Watershed  Land  Purchase  includes  DATE:    May  5,  196U 

Hardin  Thomas  house  that  THOMAS  LINCOLN  BJILT. 

IN  REPLY 

FROM:      Alex  Heady  Jenkins  REFER  TO:  P.  O.  CL: 

Elizabethtown,  Ky.  U2701 

r  n 

Dr.  Gerald  McMurtry 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

L  '  J 


Dear  Gerald, 

I  am  sending  you  a  copy  of  "The  Elizabethtown  News"  which  tells 
about  the  purchase  of  land  for  the  Valley  Creek  Watershed  that  will 
begin  in  the  next  two  or  three  weeks. 

The  recreation  area  and  water  reservoir  will  be  on  Freeman  Creek, 
which  runs  through  my  farm,  and  will  take  from  l60  to  200  acres  of  my 
land.    This  is  known  as  project  No.  h  and  besides  the  land  that  it  will 
take  it  will  also  include  the  House  built  for  Hardin  Thomas  by  Thomas  Lincoln. 
Near  the  house  is  a  graveyard  that  contains  the  families  of  Christopher  Miller 
and  Hardin  Thomas, 

I  believe  that  I  told  you  that  I  had  no  intentions  of  selling  the  farm 
when  you  were  in  my  office  as  I  wanted  to  develop  the  site  of  the  old  cabin 
and  graveyard  when  I  retire  in  about  one  year  and  a  half.    In  fact  several 
of  the  Real  Estate  representatives  in  Elizabethtown  will  testify  to  my 
sincerity  from  the  price  I  placed  on  the  fam  when  they  tried  to  buy  the 
land  for  sub-division  development. 

Inasmuch  as  it  appears  that  the  Freeman  Creek  area  is  the  best 
and  most  suitable  location  for  the  watershed,  I  am  going  to  let  the  City 
purchase  it  without  any  protest  and  try  to  get  the  most  money  I  can  out 
of  the  entire  property. 

In  order  to  cut  down  on  the  net  capital  gains  I  will  have  to  be 
allowed  a  good  percentage  of  damage  for  income  tax  exemption  on  Capital 
Gains.  The  question  I  want  to  ask  you  is  -  "What  is  your  opinion  about 
the  Historical  Value  of  the  "Old  House"  and  grave  yard  and  is  it  such 
you  could  claim  damage  relative  to  an  "Income  Tax  Exemption"  on  Capital 
Gains  when  you  consider  that  both  the  "Old  House"  and  "Grave  lard"  will 
be  part  of  the  land  desired  for  the  watershed  project? 

Maybe  I  have  put  you  on  the  spot  by  requesting  an  estimate  or  information 
on  a  matter  like  this  as  I  never  have  heard  of  anything  like  it  before,  but 
I  certainly  will  appreciate  any  advice  or  information  you  can  furnish  before 
I  deal  with  the  city  in  the  next  ^^rcck  or  so. 

Everything  looks  fresh  and  beautiful  around  the  farm  now  and  our  City 
POD  Form  31  continues  to  grow  in  all  directions.    Hope  you  and  your  family  are  fine  and 

very  best  wishes  to  all  of  you.  Sincerely,  Heady  Jenkins—;?^.^...^  — 
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FURNITURE  MADE  BY  THOMAS  LINCOLN 


In  Lincoln  Lore,  Number  1476,  Feb- 
ruary 1961,  the  corner  cupboards  made 
by  President  Abraham  Lincoln's  fa- 
ther were  described  at  some  lenjrth. 
The  third  paragraph  of  that  article 
stated  that  "there  are  several  .  .  . 
pieces  of  cabinet  work  still  extant  in 
Kentucky,  Indiana  and  possibly  Illi- 
nois, which  Thomas  Lincoln  is  known 
to  have  constructed.  These  include 
cherry  spool  beds,  mantlepieces,  desks, 
bookcases,  chests  and  sideboards." 
This  issue  of  Lincoln  Lore  will  feature 
some  of  these  miscellaneous  products 
of  Thomas  Lincoln's  workshop. 

Another  issue  of  Lincoln  Lore,  Num- 
ber 513,  has  related  in  some  detail 
how  Lincoln  worked  as  a  carpenter 
between  the  years  1803  and  1809.  In 
fact,  there  is  a  well  authenticated  tra- 
dition that  the  President's  father 
owned  the  best  set  of  carpenter  tools 
in  Hardin  county.  Exactly  when 
Thomas  Lincoln  served  his  apprentice- 
ship as  a  carpenter  and  cabinetmaker 
is  not  known,  but  by  the  time  he  be- 
came of  age  he  was  doing  rough 
carpentry  and  making  plain  furni- 
ture. 

It  may  be  a  reasonable  supposition 
that  Thomas  Lincoln  learned  his  trade 
in  the  shop  of  the  Reverend  Jesse 
Head.  This  was  the  Methodist  min- 
ister who  performed  the  marriage 
ceremony  uniting  Nancy  Hanks  and 
Thomas  Lincoln  on  June  12,  1806. 
When  Thomas  Lincoln  lived  with  his 
widowed  mother  in  Washington  Coun- 
ty, Kentucky,  one  of  his  neighbors 
was  Jesse  Head  whose  fifty  acre  farm 
on  Read  Run,  some  distance  from  the 
county  seat  town  of  Springfield,  was 
located  in  "the  midst  of  the  Lincolns 
and  Berrys  .  .  ."  Jesse  Head  was  born 
on  June  10,  1768,  in  Frederick  County, 
Maryland  and  was  some  eight  years 
older  than  Thomas  Lincoln. 

This  energetic  pioneer  was  con- 
stantly engaged  in  cabinetmaking,  in 
deposition  taking  and  in  preaching.  As 
recognition  of  his  skill  as  a  cabinet- 
maker increased,  he  eventually  moved 
his  shop  to  Springfield.  Jesse  Head 
became  sufficiently  established  as  a 
cabinetmaker  to  have  three  orphan 
boys  apprenticed  to  him.  One  record 
reveals  that  on  November  7,  1797, 
David  Redmond,  the  orphan  of  Alex- 
ander Redmond,  was  bound  to  Jesse 
Head  to  learn  the  art  of  a  cabinet- 
maker. The  boy  was  to  remain  with 


Head  for  three  and  one-half  years, 
and  at  the  end  of  his  apprenticeship 
he  would  receive  from  the  master 
craftsman  a  joiner,  foreplane,  jack 
and  smoothing  plane. 

An  interesting  court  order  dated 
May  9,  1809  stipulates  "that  Jesse 
Head  be  and  he  is  hereby  appointed 
to  make  and  hang  shutters  to  the 
lower  windows  in  the  Court  House." 

A  small  mahogany  bureau  measur- 
ihg  18"  X  24",  the  product  of  Jesse 
Head's  cabinetmaking  shop,  is  today 
extant.  It  was  made  in  1836  for  the 
uncle  of  Mrs.  M.  E.  Sharp  (1921)  of 
Mercer  County,  Kentucky. 


This  information,  documentary  and 
otherwise,  fairly  well  established 
Jesse  Head  as  a  cabinetmaker;  and 
the  fact  that  Thomas  Lincoln  lived  in 
Washington  County  and  was  for 
awhile  (Fall  of  1786  to  the  turn  of 
the  century)  a  close  neighbor  of  Jesse 
Head,  would  provide  him  with  ample 
time  and  opportunity  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter  and  cabinetmaker. 

The  following  pieces  of  Lincoln 
furniture,  exclusive  of  cupboards,  are 
known  to  be  extant  and  are  listed 
here  as  examples  of  Thomas  Lincoln's 
handiwork: 


From  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 


Cherry  hutch  made  by  Thomas  Lincoln  for  Richard  Vernon  about  the  year 
1807.  Now  owned  by  Mrs.  L.  B.  Hoke  of  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky. 


LINCOLN  LORE 


AUCTION 

TUESDAY,  MAY  24,1:30  p.  m. 

Antiques,  Furniture,  China,  Silverware 

W.-  tiaT  inr-riutt^l  with  ihi-  Mcru.liim  lU-.iitv  f...  lu  i.l!  -f 
p«>rit>tuil  pnjprrly  of  the  Mftry  E.  $wccU  at  hiT  hi>me  K^cKUii 
xt  J12  Mulbncm-  Strv*t,  Flizabelhti'Wn.  Kentucky. 


One  Cherry  Day  Bed 


Antiques 
Furniture 


First  Hardin  National  Bank, 


Exec,  of  Mar>'  E.  Swetts 


McCullum  Realty  Co. 


From  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Advertisement  poster  of  Mary  E. 
Sweets'  sale  announcing  that  the 
cherry  day  bed  made  by  Thomas  Lin- 
coln will  be  sold  at  auction  on  May  24, 
1949. 

1.  Cherry  Hutch 

Owned  by  Mrs.  L.  B.  Hoke, 
Elizabethtown,  Kentucky. 

2.  Cherry  Day  Bed 

Owned  by  Mr.  Howes  Mead, 
Paintsville,  Kentucky. 

3.  Cherry  Sugar  Chest 
Owned  by  J.  S.  McMurtry, 
Lawrenceburg,  Kentucky. 

4.  Pine  Mantlepiece 

Exhibited  in  the  Lincoln  Room 
of  the  Armor  Center  Officer's 
Open  Mess,  Fort  Knox,  Kentucky. 

5.  Cherry  Desk  and  Bookcase 
Owned  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Townsend  Taylor, 

South  Bend,  Indiana 

6.  Cherry  Chest  of  Drawers 
Owned  by  Southern  Illinois 
University,  Carbondale,  Illinois. 

Affidavits  or  descriptive  informa- 
tion concerning  the  individual  pieces 
of  Thomas  Lincoln's  cabinetwork  fol- 
low : 

1.   Cherry  Hutch 

A  ffidavit 

"Mrs.  Emma  Churchill,  being  duly 
sworn,  states  that  her  grandfather, 
Richard  Vernon,  lived  near  Eliza- 
bethtown in  Hardin  County,  Kentucky, 
and  that  he  had  Thomas  Lincoln,  the 
father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  who  was 
also  living  near  Elizabethtown  and 
working  at  his  trade  as  carpenter, 
cabinet  maker  and  wheelwright,  make 
several  pieces  of  furniture  for  him. 

"She  states  that  the  said  Thomas 
Lincoln  made  a  cherry  chest  or  side- 


board for  her  grandfather.   She  well 

i-emembers  seeing  this  piece  of  furni- 
ture in  her  grandfather's  home  and 
later  in  the  home  of  her  aunt,  Mrs. 
Lou  Vernon  Dodge. 

"Her  grandfather,  Richard  Vernon, 
told  her  that  Thomas  Lincoln  made 
said  furniture  about  the  year  1807 
and  he  kept  it  in  his  own  home  until 
his  death  when  it  became  the  prop- 
erty of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Lou  Vernon 
Dodge,  who  owned  it  until  her  death 
in  the  year  1908.  When  the  furniture 
of  Mrs.  Lou  Vernon  Dodge  was  sold 
at  public  auction  just  following  her 
death  this  chest  was  purchased  by 
Mrs.  Bettie  J.  Martin  of  Elizabeth- 
town,  Ky.  who  has  had  it  in  her  pos- 
session ever  since  that  time. 

"Mrs.  Churchill  further  states  that 
she  can  positively  identify  the  chest 
as  the  same  piece  which  was  owned 
in  her  family  for  two  generations  and 
later  by  Mrs.  Bettie  J.  Martin  as  the 
same  piece  which  her  grandfather  told 
her  was  made  by  Thomas  Lincoln 
(more  than  a  hundred  years  ago)  and 
that  she  knows  said  piece  of  furni- 
ture has  never  been  out  of  the  pos- 
session and  ownership  of  the  three 
parties   named  herein. 

Signed :  Mrs.  Emma  Churchill 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me 
by  Mrs.  Emma  Churchill  this  October 
17,  1927. 

Signed:  L.  K.  English 

Notary  Public  Hardin  County,  Ky. 

My  commission   expires   Feby.  19, 

1928" 

Mrs.  Emma  Churchill  was  the  wife 
of  Virgil  H.  Churchill  who,  for  many 
years,  conducted  a  jewelry  store  in 
Elizabethtown.  The  family  lived  on 
Main  Cross  Street  (now  West  Dixie 
Avenue),  moved  away  for  some  years, 
returning  later  to  reside  on  College 


Street,  where  Mrs.  Churchill  died. 
Her  aunt,  Mrs.  Lou  Dodge,  mentioned 
in  the  affidavit,  lived  in  a  large  resi- 
dence on  West  Dixie  Avenue,  now 
owned  by  Mrs.  R.  V.  Wathen.  Mrs. 
Bettie  Martin  was  the  mother  of  Miss 
Maggie  Martin  and  Mrs.  Lawrence 
Richardson,  whose  property  and  house- 
hold effects  were  sold  on  May  19,  1960. 
At  this  public  auction  the  cherry 
hutch  was  sold  to  Mrs.  L.  B.  Hoke 
for  $700. 

2.  Cherry  Day  Bed 

Another  piece  of  furniture  made  by 
Thomas  Lincoln  for  Richard  Vernon 
was  a  cherry  day  bed,  which  was  sold 
at  public  auction  in  Elizabethtown, 
Kentucky,  on  May  24,  1949.  The  bed 
was  the  property  of  the  late  Mary  E. 
Sweets  who  resided  at  212  Mulberry 
Street.  Mr.  Howes  Meade  of  Paints- 
ville, Kentucky  bought  this  piece  of 
furniture,  the  authenticity  of  which 
was  attested  by  an  affidavit  executed 
by  Mrs.  Emma  Churchill  and  similar 
in  statement  to  the  one  regarding  the 
cherry  hutch. 

3.  Cherry  Sugar  Chest. 

The  cherry  sugar  chest  owned  by 
J.  S.  McMurtry  of  Lawrenceburg, 
Kentucky  is  said  to  have  been  made 
by  Thomas  Lincoln  in  1796  or  1797 
for  the  owner's  great-great-grand- 
mother, Margaret,  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Haycraft,  Sr.  An  affidavit  affirming 
the  historical  authenticity  of  the  sugar 
chest  follows: 

Affidavit 

"I,  Joseph  S.  McMurtry,  hereby 
certify  that  I  was  told  by  my  father, 
G.  E.  McMurtry,  who  was  in  turn 
told  by  his  mother,  Sarah  Maria  Mc- 
Murtry, the  daughter  of  Samuel  Hay- 
craft,  Jr.,  the  son  of  Samuel  Haycraft, 
Sr.,  that  this  cherry  sugar  chest  was 


FVom  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Cherry  sugar  chest  owned  by  J.  S.  McMurtry,  Lawrenceburg,  Kentucky,  said 
to  have  been  made  by  Thomas  Lincoln  for  Mrs.  Samuel  Haycraft,  Sr.  of  Eliza- 
bethtown, Kentucky  in  1796  or  1797. 
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From  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Mantlepiece  made  by  Thomas  Lincoln  in  the  Lincoln  Room  of  the  Armor  Center 
Officer's  Open  Mess,  at  Fort  Knox,  Kentucky. 


made  for  his  wife  Margaret  Van  Meter 
Haycraft  during  the  winter  of  1796- 
1797  at  which  time  Thomas  Lincoln 
was  employed  by  the  said  Samuel  Hay- 
craft,  Sr.,  as  a  millwright  at  Hay- 
craft's  grist  mill  at  Elizabethtown, 
Ky. 

Signed:  J.  S.  McMurtry 

Joseph  S.  McMurtry 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me 
this   24th  day  of   April  1963. 

Signed:  S.  McWilliams,  Jr. 
Notary  Public 

My  commission  expires  January  9, 
1964." 

4.  Mantlepiece 

The  mantlepiece  (probably  made  of 
pine  wood)  in  the  Lincoln  Room  of 
the  Armor  Center  Officer's  Open  Mess 
at  Fort  Knox,  Kentucky,  was  taken 
from  a  house  about  one  mile  north 
(U.S.  31  W)  of  Elizabethtown,  Ken- 
tucky, which  was  built  in  1805  and 
was  originally  owned  by  Hardin 
Thomas.  Samuel  Haycraft,  Jr.,  in  his 
book  "A  History  of  Elizabethtown, 
Kentucky  And  Its  Surroundings"  writ- 
ten in  1869,  made  the  statement  that 
"He  (Hardin  Thomas)  lived  in  a  house 
rather  better  than  usual  for  that  day, 
the  carpenter's  work  of  which  was 
executed  by  Thomas  Lincoln,  the  fa- 
ther of  the  late  President;  and  the 
most  of  that  work  is  to  be  seen  at  this 
day,  sound  as  a  trout,  although  done 
upwards  of  sixty  years  ago."  The 
Hardin  Thomas  house  is  still  standing 
and  is  located  on  the  farm  of  Heady 
Jenkins,  the  Elizabethtown  Postmas- 
ter. 

In  the  fall  of  1919,  when  Camp 


Knox  was  under  construction.  Major 
William  Radcliffe,  a  construction 
quartermaster,  lived  with  his  family 
for  a  time  in  Elizabethtown  in  the 
home  of  Mrs.  J.  F.  Albert,  a  great- 
grand-daughter  of  Hardin  Thomas. 
From  Mrs.  Albert,  Major  Radcliffe 
learned  of  the  Hardin  Thomas  house, 
and  from  Mr.  B.  F.  Jenkins  he  secured 
for  the  United  States  Government  the 
Thomas  Lincoln  mantlepiece.  It  was 
then  installed  in  a  building  called 
"The  Hostess  House"  at  the  army 
post. 

After  World  War  I  the  post  was 
deactivated.  Later  on,  a  civilian  who 
lived  on  the  edge  of  the  reservation 
thought  the  mantlepiece  was  in  dan- 
ger of  being  destroyed  and  had  it  re- 
moved from  "The  Hostess  House" 
which  had  later  become  a  Station 
Hospital.  Without  the  authority  of 
the  United  States  Government,  the 
mantlepiece  was  offered  first  to  the 
Woman's  Club  at  Elizabethtown  on 
condition  that  it  be  installed  in  the 
Brovra-Pusey  Community  House.  How- 
ever, Dr.  William  Allen  Pusey,  the 
donor  of  the  community  building,  de- 
clined to  let  the  mantlepiece  be  in- 
stalled. 

The  relic  was  then  offered  to  the 
Kentucky  Pioneer  Memorial  Associa- 
tion of  Harrodsburg,  Kentucky,  which 
readily  accepted  it.  However,  while 
the  mantlepiece  was  on  display  it  was 
not  incorporated  in  the  building  known 
as  the  Mansion  Museum,  but  was  at- 
tached to  the  wall  adjoining  the  Music 
Room. 

In  1934,  when  the  army  post  was 
again  reactivated,  a  new  Officers'  Club 
was  built  and  Col.  J.  P.  Barney,  who 


was  in  command  at  Fort  Knox,  learned 
of  the  mantlepiece,  possibly  through 
construction  quartermaster  records. 
He  took  immediate  steps  to  recover  the 
mantlepiece  and  his  claim  to  it  could 
not  be  denied  since  government  money 
had  originally  purchased  it.  There- 
fore, the  mantlepiece  came  home  to 
Fort  Knox  and  now  has  a  place  of 
honor  in  what  is  known  as  "The  Lin- 
coln Room"  of  the  Officer's  Mess. 

5.  Cherry  Desk  and  Bookcase 
The  cherry  desk-bookcase  owned  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Townsend  Taylor  is  best 
described  by  Forrest  Fischer  in  the 
LaPorte  Herald-Argus  of  April  4, 1949. 
At  the  time  the  article  was  written 
the  Taylors  resided  at  New  Carlisle, 
Indiana.  They  are  now  residents  of 
South  Bend,  Indiana.  A  portion  of  the 
newspaper  article  follows: 

"Between  1816  and  1830  a  farmer 
and  trapper  in  Rockport,  Ind.,  supple- 
mented his  income  by  building  cabinets 
and  furniture. 

"His  name  was  Thomas  Lincoln, 
and  as  he  worked  tediously  with  his 
hands  and  tools  to  turn  crude  cherry 
wood  into  desks  and  cupboards  his 
son,  Abraham,  watched  and  offered 
his  help. 

"The  story  of  the  Taylors'  desk 
since  it  left  the  workshop  of  Tom 
Lincoln  early  in  the  19th  century  is 
an  interesting  one. 

"Rockport  is  the  birthplace  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  and  his  family  seat.  It  was 
there  Mr.  Taylor's  ancestors  first  ob- 
tained the  desk  and  began  passing  it 
down  from  generation  to  generation. 

"During  its  lifetime  the  desk  has 
been  used  as  a  book  case  for  law 
books,  as  a  cabinet  to  store  the  pow- 
ders and  equipment  of  a  druggist,  in 

'-/m^ 
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Cherry  desk  and  bookcase  made  by 
Thomas  Lincoln  and  exhibited  in  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Townsend  Tay- 
lor of  South  Bend,  Indiana. 
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the  kitchen  of  a  southern  Indiana 
housewife  who  kept  it  well  stocked 
with  dishes  and  food,  and  it  finally 
returned  to  its  designated  use  as  a 
desk  kept  carefully  polished  in  the 
Taylor  family  at  New  Carlisle. 

"Mr.  Taylor  tells  this  story: 

'•The  first  practicing  doctor  in 
Spencer  county,  a  Dr.  Crook,  is 
charged  to  be  the  first  owner  of  the 
desk  after  it  was  completed  by  Thom- 
as Lincoln. 

"Dr.  Crook  used  the  desk  for  many 
years  in  his  office  as  a  writing  table, 
but  upon  retiring  passed  the  desk  on 
to  Judge  Thomas  DeBruler. 

"Judge  DeBruler,  a  well-known  at- 
torney in  southern  Indiana  at  the  time, 
and  a  contemporary  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, who  was  practicing  law  in 
Springfield,  111.,  was  Mr.  Taylor's 
great  grandfather,  according  to  the 
story. 

"The  Judge  used  the  tall  cabinet 
of  the  desk  in  which  to  stack  thick, 
dusty  law  books.  He  passed  the  desk 
on  to  Dr.  A.  D.  Garlinghouse,  a  drug- 
gist and  doctor  in  Rockport.  Dr.  Gar- 
linghouse used  the  desk  as  a  supply 
cabinet  for  medicants  and  prescrip- 
tions. 

"As  Dr.  Garlinghouse's  practice 
grew  and  he  enlarged  his  office  quar- 
ters he  moved  the  desk  to  his  resi- 
dence in  Rockport.  There  his  wife, 
the  former  .  .  .  Taylor,  placed  the 
desk  on  a  screened-in  kitchen-porch 
to  use  for  the  storage  of  food  dishes 
and  kitchen  utensils. 

"According  to  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Gar- 
linghouses  were  his  grandparents  on 
his  mother's  side.  They  donated  the 
desk  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor. 

"Although  its  exact  age  is  not 
known  it  is  well  over  100  years  old. 
The  Taylors  have  received  offers  from 
several  Lincoln  collectors,  including 
the  Ford  museum,  to  buy  the  desk. 

"The  Taylors,  however,  vow  that 
they  will  never  sell  the  desk.  Although 
it  is  not  pretty  it  is  the  symbol  of 
early  American  life  and  struggle. 

"The  desk  stands  about  eight  feet 
high  from  the  floor  to  the  top  of  the 
cabinet  section.  The  cabinet  section 
is  designed  as  a  book  case  and  is  en- 
closed by  two  glass  doors. 

"The  desk  compartments  for  letters 
and  writing  materials  are  concealed 
under  the  desk  top  which  raises  up  on 
hinges.  There  are  no  drawers  in  the 
desk.  It  is  made  of  solid  cherry  wood 
which  has  never  been  painted  or  var- 
nished, the  Taylors  claim." 

6.  Cherry  Chest  of  Drawers 
The  inlaid  cherry  chest  of  drawers 
is  without  a  doubt  the  most  beautiful 
of  all  the  Thomas  Lincoln  furniture 
described  in  this  article.  It  is  now 
the  property  of  Southern  Illinois  Uni- 
versity, a  gift  of  Philip  D.  Sang  of 
Chicago,  Illinois. 

The  chest  was   made  by  Thomas 
Lincoln    for    the    Austin    family  of 


Hardin  County,  Kentucky  and  later 
became  the  property  of  the  Harbolts 
and  Atchers,  all  of  whom  are  well 
known  families  living  in  the  vicinity 
of  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky. 

An  affidavit  attesting  to  its  origin 
follows: 

A  ffidavit 

"Mrs.  Crit  Atcher,  being  duly  sworn, 
states  that  according  to  statements 
made  by  the  several  members  of  the 
Atcher  family,  a  cherry,  five  drawer, 
inlaid  chest  of  drawers  now  owned  by 
Bell  Smoot  of  Elizabethtown,  Ken- 
tucky, was  made  by  Thomas  Lincoln, 
father  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

"She  further  states  that  according 
to  the  statements  of  the  family  that 
the  chest  was  made  by  Thomas  Lin- 
coln for  the  Austin  family.  It  de- 
scended to  the  Harbolt  family  and 
later  to  the  Atcher  family  who  sold 
it  to  the  present  owner,  Bell  Smoot. 

"Mrs.  Atcher  states  that  she  can 
identify  the  chest  as  the  same  one 
sold  to  Bell  Smoot  and  that  the  chest 
has  never  been  out  of  the  ownership 
and  possession  of  the  three  families 
named  in  the  affidavit. 

Signed:  Clara  Atcher 


May  29,  1960 
State  of  Kentucky 
County  of  Hardin 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me 
a  Notary  Public  for  the  county  and 
State  above  written. 

Signed:  Joe  G.  Gafford 
Notary  Public 
My  commission  expires  Dec.  31,  1962." 

Mr.  Bell  Smoot  who  purchased  the 
chest  of  drawers  had  the  piece  in  his 
possession  about  forty  years  before 
securing  the  above  affidavit.  During 
the  entire  period  that  he  owned  it  he 
was  under  the  impression  that  the 
chest  had  been  made  by  Thomas  Lin- 
coln. 

There  are  several  other  miscella- 
neous pieces  of  furniture  in  Kentucky 
and  Indiana  that  were  made  by  Thom- 
as Lincoln,  but  at  this  late  date  all 
the  records  concerning  them  have 
been  lost.  In  fact,  the  editor  knows  of 
several  so-called  pieces  of  Thomas 
Lincoln  furniture  in  Kentucky  that 
have  all  the  earmarks  of  being  genu- 
ine, but  because  they  lack  authentica- 
tion they  cannot  be  included  in  this 
study. 


-9 — 



mk.  — ===== 

From  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Inlaid  cherry  chest  of  drawers  made  by  Thomas  Lincoln  and  exhibited  at 
Southern  Illinois  University,  Carbondale,  Illinois. 


CUBBAGE  &  CUBBAGE 


Attorneys  at  Law 


Leitobcfield,  Ky. 


Arj^N  P.  Cttbbaob 
Thomas  H.  Oubbagb 


April  10,  1961| 


l^Ir,  Gerald  McMurtry, 

Lincoln  National  Life  Ins,  Co., 

Ft.  V/ayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Gerald i 

I  have  been  intending  for  quits  some  time  to  i-rite  you,,  as  I  wanted 
to  thank  you  for  having  my  name  placed  upon  the  list  to  receive 
Lincoln  Lore  bulletins.     I  enjoy  reading  these  as  I  am  rather  his- 
torically inclined.     I  received  a  letter  from  a  lady  some  several 
weeks  ago  stating  that  my  name  ws s  being  put  on  the  list  to  receive 
the  bulletins,  and  I  wish  you  would  thank  her  for  me  as  I  do  not 
now  recall  her  name. 

I  have  traced  out  our  relationship  and  I  believe  that  ife  is  accurate. 
Your  great-grandmother,  Eliza  V/ortham  McMurtry,  vjas  a  sister  to  my 
grandmother,  Henrietta  ^'7.  Thom.as,    Your  grandfather's  name  was  James 
¥,  McMurtry,  and  your  father's  name  was  Robert  T,  McMurtry.  My 
mother's  name  was  Martha  Thomas  Cubbage  and  therefore,  your  grand- 
father and  my  mother  were  first  cousins.     T  believe  that  this  works 
out  to  a  relationship  that  your  father  and  I  are  third  cousins  and 
I  think  that  would  make  you  and  me  fourth  cousins. 

I  am  glad  to  be  reloted  to  you  by  blood  and  x^rould  enjoy  meeting  you 
at  some  time. 

Again  thanking  you,  and  the  lady  from  v/hom  I  received  the  letter, 
for  the  Lincoln  Lore  bulletins,  I  am 


Sincerely  yours. 


ALLEN  F  .  GT-n^BAGE 


AFC  :res 


April  m»  igei* 


Mr.  Allen  P.  Cubbage 
Cubbage  £  Cubbage 
Leltchfield,  Kantuoky 

Dear  Hr.  Cubbage s 

I  waa  pleased  to  have  your  letter  of  April  10th  and 
to  learn  that  you  are  receiving  our  Lincoln  Lore  bulletins. 
It  pleases  me  that  you  find  them  interesting* 

It  is  also  interesting  to  ae  that  we  are  fourth 
cousins.    Like  you  I  an  pleased  to  know  that  we  are  ftelated 
and  I  hope  that  at  some  future  tine  we  will  be  able  to  get 
acquainted.    Perhaps  the  next  time  I  pass  through  Leitchfield, 
Kentucky  I  will  nake  it  a  point  to  pay  you  a  visit. 

Knowing  that  you  are  historically  inclined  I  an  aa 
sanding  you  under  separate  cover  a  pamphlet  entitled  "BeazHl- 
less  Portraits  of  Abraham  Lincoln".    I  hope  that  you  enjoy 
reading  this  paaphlet. 

Yours  sincerely. 


RGM/hcs 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
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ELIZABETHTOWN,  KENTUCKY,  FRIDAY,  APRIL  24,  \964 


NUMBER  49 


falersh 


Its  last  Hurdie; 


'The  VaUey  Creek  Watershed 
project  is  finally  ready  to -be 
movpd  ,fr;om  .,the  ;p;iper  to  thii 
working  stage.     ■  '  » w  n  r»r£ 

The  project,  the  fii'st  plans 
for  which  were  dra™  Bome  two 
years  ago;  cleared  its  last  hur- 
dle in  Washington  on  Thursday 
when  it  was  approved  by  the 
House  Agriculture  Committee. 

"Now  it's  up  to  the  people 
here  to  get  busy  and  start  some 
woirk,"  said  Charles  Huffman, 
director  of  the  project  for  the 
City  of  Ehzabethtown,  "That 
federal  money  is  available," 
Mr.  Huffman  continued,  "for 
several  projects.  Somebody  else 
could  beat  us  to  the  money 
if  we  don't  get  busy,  and  we 
would  have  to  wait  a  year  fot 
another  appropriation."  i 

The  project  will  cost  tlie  Fed- 
eral Government  $1,801,510  and 
the  City  of  .Elizabethto™  $346, 
I  930. 


Mr.  Huffm^  said  the  next 
step  is  to  appraise  the  land 
to  be  taken  for  the  four  lakes 
^  about  500  acres  in  all 
and. buy  it.  "Then' we  could  let 
a  contract,  and'the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment .would  kick  in  with 
their  shai'e.  But  the  fii-st  move 
is  up  to  us."  he  stated. 

Mr.  Huffman  said  'he  expects 
the  -City  to  "sell  bonds  sewn 
acquire  its  part  of  the  money 
for  the  projects.  Bonds  will,  ba 
retired  through  a  10  per  cent 
Increase  in  qurj-ent  W9tQi'  TAtes. 
■It  is  the  City's  task  -to  purctjaae 
land  and' acquire  easements'for 
-tlie .  four ,  impoundments. , 
.  The  Federal  Govei-nment  wijl 
put  $454,000  into  the  immediate 
project. [The  rest  will. be  spent 
over  a  period  of  .^bout  five 
years  oq  co^iseryation  "practices 
'yitl^  in^ijvid/jal '_farn^ers,;oii  a 
«dst^siiiare:,'ba'sis.'        .,  V-' 


'  "fh^  '^806,'ljtlO  project  will  pra- 
-vide  four  ^arth-fjlled  tlains  to 
control'  tfje-  water  on, 'Valley 
Creek,  Buffalo  Qreek  an^  Free- 
man Creek.  . 
■  .  CflTCTs'-SafOJia  Acres 

,T^e  waiersned  covers  an  area 
of  58,000  acres  in  Jlardln  county. 
All  of-  this  land -in  the  water 
"slied.  is  privatejy  owned,  ,  within 
the  waterslied  tliere  ai'e.  454 
farmSj  an^i  -  portions ,  oE !  farms, 
anc^-  of  this  number  '279  have 
.cooperative  agreements  '  w  i^t  h 
the  Hardin^  Cpu^ty-  Soil  .Cpnser- 
vat,ion .  District  aqd  1(J0  ,  have 
basic  conservation  plans.,." 


The  recreation  facilities  will 
include  a  100  acre  lake,  40 
acres  developed  for  picnicking 
with  parking  areas,  boat  dock,  i 
shelter  and  toliet  faciUties.  The 
multiple  purpose  structure  will 
be  constructed  on  Freeman's 
Creek  land  the  flood  control 
structures  on  Buffalo  (two)  and 
Valley  Creeks.  * 


Fpur  Lakes„PI?njied. 

'The  plan 'calls  ifo;-  four  lajces 
'or'.struqtujie?.  'Three  .  of  thpsa 
structure^  are^fgr  flood  ".control. 
Th'e  other  structure  ■  is '  a  .mul- 
tiple purpose  structure  ■  which 
also  has  flood  conti^ot  water 
storage  for  the  city  of  Eliza- 
boitMown  (300,000,000  gallon?) 
and  recreation. 


"  FO^tl^'Eg'-'gAeH'^^lJESDA'Y  AND  THURSDAY " 
^HE  ELIZABETHTOWN  NEWS,  THURSDAY,  APRIL  30.  1964 


Watershed  Land  Purchase  To  Start 

Spring 


Mayor  Leonard  T.  Bean  said 
that  within  three  or  four  weeks, 
the  city  of  Elizabethtown  hopes  to 
start  purchasing  ground  for  the 
proposed  Valley  Cieek  Watershed. 


Property  owners  along  Freeman 
Creek  just  north  of  the  city  likely 
Rill  be  contacted  first  because  the 
multi-purpose  dam  located  on  this 
;reek  probably  will  be  constructed 
first.  Water  to  be  impounded  by 
.his  structure  not  only  will  provide 
additional  water  for  the  city  but 
t  will  serve  the  purpose  of  flood 
control  and  also  be  developed  for 


recreation,  the  mayor  said. 

A-  total  of  four  dams  make  up 
the  watershed.  The  dam  on  Valley 
Creek  northeast  of  the  city  will  be 
the  second  dam  to  be  constructed 
if  the  city  council  votes  to  lead 
off  with  Freeman  Creek  structure, 
according   to  the  mayor. 

Mayor  Bean  said  he  was  advised 
by  Mr.  A.  B.  Rogers,  assistant 
state  conservationist,  that  work  on 
the  first  dam  could  not  be  started 
until  next  spring.  The  watershed 
IE  jointly  sponsored  by  the  Hardin 
County  Soil  Conservation  District 


and  the  City  of  Elizabethtown. 

Plans  and  ^specifications  are  pre- 
pared by  the  Soil  Conservation 
people  but  the  City  must  acquire 
and  bear  cost  of  land  purchased 
for  the  watershed.  Federal  funds 
will  be  made  available  to  pay  a 
small  portion  of  land  cost  where 
the  multi-purpose  dam  is  located. 

Mayor  Bean  said  he  was  hopeful 
that  both  the  Freeman  Creek  and 
Valley  Creek  dams  could  be  buUt 
next  year. 

Principal  delay  now  is  the  de- 


velopment of  the  final  plans  and 
the  preparation  of  specifications 
which  will  be  used  in  awarding  the 
construction  contract.  This  work 
is  done  by  Soil  Conservation  per- 
sonnel and  will  require  five  or 
six  months  as  crews  must  do  much 
work  at  the  watershed  site.  A  cer- 
tain amount  of  time  will  be  needed 
to  contact  landowners.  Mayor 
Bean  added,  but  preliminary  maps 
will  be  furnished  by  the  Soil  Con- 
servation office  in  Lexington  to 
guide  the  city  in  its  land  purchase 
project. 


Courier-Journal 
Louisville,  Kentucky 
August  14,  1964 


JOE  CREASON 
KENTUCKY 


A LIST  of  16  names  of  former  Hardin 
County  landowners  may  contain  tlie 
key  to  unlock  a  long-standing  mys- 
tery: Was  Thomas  Lincoln— as  local  tradi- 
tion holds— the  builder  of  a  log  house 
standing  near  Elizabethtown?  Although  the 
father  of  the  16th  President  was  a  car- 
penter, there  otherwise  is  no  known  build- 
ing left  in  Kentucky  constructed  by  him, 
and  for  that  reason  the  matter  is  important 
historically. 

The  15  names  are  of  persons  who  sold 
parcels  of  land  that  eventually  comprised 
the  estate  of  Governor 
J  o  h  n  L.  Helm.  The 
house,  a  two-story  log 
structure  now  covered 
with  clapboard,  was 
built  around  1809  for 
Hardin  Thomas  on  land 
that  years  later  was 
acquired  by  the  Helm 
family.  It  is  hoped  by 
the  Hardin  County 
Historical  Society,  the 
group  pressing  the  in-   Thomas  Lincoln 
vestigation,  that  rela- 
tives of  the  original  landowners  may  have 
some  handed-down  information  about  the 
house  The  earlier  landowners  were  Frank 
Daggins,  Walter  A.,  Cosby  E.,  Virginia  L. 
and  W.  A.  Vaughn.  Mary  C.  Miller,  Lizzie 
Bruce,  Alexander  Thweatt,  Catherine  and 
Ben  H.  Helm,  Z.  D.  Baird,  J.  C.  Montgomery, 
W.  H.  Adams,  Paralee  A.  Seng  and  George 
W.  French. 

The  historical  society  and  the  house's 
present  owner,  A.  H.  Jenkins,  would  hke 
to  see  it  restored  to  its  original  appearance 
to  serve  as  a  tourist  attraction.  In  his  "His- 
tory of  Elizabethtown,"  written  in  1869, 
Samuel  Craycraft  stated  flatly  that  Thomas 
Lincoln  built  the  place.  But.  positive  proof 
never  has  been  nailed  down;  that's  what 
the  historical  society  is  trying  to  do  now. 


Courier- Journal 
Louisville,  Kentucky 
September  29,  1964 


JOE  CREASON'S 
KENTUCKY 


Not  Liiicolu  Built? 

SOME  WEEKS  back  I  wrote  about  ef- 
forts being  made  in  f  m^""  Vhnmas 
up  proof  that-as  tradition  holds-Thomas 
Lincoln,  father  of  the  16th  President, 
built  a  log  house  that  still  stands  on  the 
edge  of  town.  According  to  the  old  wives 
tales,  he  built  the  house  around  1809 
for  Hardin  Thomas.  However,  Allen  1 
Cubbage   a  Leitchfield  attorney  and  the 


ereat-great-grandson  of  Hardin  Thomas 
Stfs  thi  idea.  Basing  his  opmion  n 
the  story  as  handed  down  m  his  family, 
Culbag7  contends  that  the  house  was 
erected  some  years  before  1809,  and  tnai 
Lincoln  finished  it  by  adding  the  cabinets 
and  mantles,  but  did  not  actually  build  it. 

"It  is  vos^Me  he  maxj  have  huilt  the 
house  '  Cubbage  says,  "but  it  isn't  Ukely 

Zcause  Thomas  Lincoln  ^^^^^"^jf  ^^^^^  " 
cabinet  maker  rather  than  a  house  builder. 


0 


October  8,  1964 


iMr,  Allen  P.  Cubbage 
Attorney 

Leitdifield,  Kentucky 
Dear  Mr,  Cubbage: 

I  have  before  me  the  Courier- Journal ,  Sentember  29.  1964 
whicli  contains  "Joe  Creason's  Kentucky"  column.    I*  noted  with  interest 
that  you  are  a  great-great-grandson  of  Hardin  Thomas,  an  early 
hlizabethtown  and  Hardin  Coieity  resident, 

}'  f?^^  ^!^^^  ^  cannot  agree  with  you  that  TJionias  Lincoln  was 
not  essentially  a  house  builder  but  rather  a  cabinet  maker.    He  was 
both  carpenter  and  cabinet  maker. 

The  best  information  that  we  have  relative  to  the  flardin 
monjas  house  is  to  be  found  in  Samuel  Haycraft,  Jr's  "A  History  of 
hlizabcthtovTi,  Kentucky,  and  its  Surroimdimis,"   written  in  1869.  On 

"^^ycraft  made  the  foilovdnH  statement:  'MHe 
(Hardin  Tliomas)  lived  in  a  house  r?ithcr  better  than  iwual  for  that" 

f^^K^r'^/;*?"^?^^^  n''^''.'^^  '''^^^^  '''^  executed  by  Thomas  Lincoln,  the 
father  of  the  late  President;  and  tlie  most  of  that  work  is  to  he  .een 

ago  ^  ^  altlwugh  done  upwards  of  sixty  years 

town  histo^'i^'foU^sr  '''''''  " 

"He  (Jack  Thomas)  was  bom  on  the  7th  day  of  February 
1790.    His  father  resided  in  a  house  the  joiner's  work 
of  whicii  was  dme  by  Thorars  Lincoln  ^  father  of  the 
President." 

A  final  reference  to  Ihornas  Lincoln  as  a  builder  of  houses 
^pears  on  page  74  of  Haycraffs  history:  "After  tJiis  time  similal?^ 
buildings  were  erected  by  George  Berry,  Jacob  Bruner.  Sarauel  Patton, 


Mr,  Cubbage 
Page  Two 
October  8,  1964 


Mrs,  Jane  Kwin,  Mrs,  Boling,  Mrs,  Llefwellyn,  Thoraas  Lincoln  (father  of 
the  President),  Jaraes  Crutcher,  Asa  Coombs,  Tliocias  Davis,  Ifenry  Rwin, 
Jaines  Love  and  David  Vance," 

I  tliink  you  may  be  correct  in  stating  that  tlie  hoiise  was 
built  before  1809.    I  have  a  reference  attesting  tliat  the  Hardin 
Tliojnas  House  was  built  in  1805, 

It  is  nost  remarkable  that  a  house  tliat  TTiomas  Lincoln  built 
should  still  be  standing,  ElizabetJitovm  is  indeed  fortimate  that  such 
a  valuable  historic  relic  has  been  prosen^ed. 

Yours  sincerely. 


R.  Gerald  Md-iurtry 


mi/hcs 

CC:  Mr.  Creason 


CUBBAGE  &  CUBBAGE 

AXXORNBYS  AT  LAW 

LiEITCHFIErJ).  Ky. 

A.I-L.B!Kr  p.  OlTBBAOK 

THOMAS  H.  OOBBAGB  OctObeP      13,  196^ 


Mr.  R,  Ger.ald  McMurtry, 
1301  So.  Harrison  St., 
Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.  [).6R01 

Dear  ^erald: 

T  was  glad  to  receive  your  letter  of  October  8,  snd  we  must  have 
been  thinking  along  the  same  line  at  the  same  time.     The  very  day 
that  I  received  your  letter  I  had  brought  v/lth  me  to  my  office  from 
my  home  a  clipping  of  the  issue  of  the  Courier- Journal  in  which  Joe 
Creason  made  mention  o."  having  received  a  letter  from  me  in  regard 
to  the  home  of  Hardin  Thomas.     I  was  brn.nging  the  clipping  to  the 
office  to  send  to  you,  as  it  related  to  the  Lincoln  family,  but 
having  received  your  letter  I  will  not  enclose  the  clipping  as  you 
probably  already  saved  that  yourself.     However,   I  have  two  copies 
of  this  clipping  and  if  you  would  like  to  have  one  of  them,   I  would 
be  glad  to  send  it  to  you  if  you  vrill  let  me  know. 

Now,  as  to  the  time  the  Hardin  Thomas  house  was  erected,,.!  note 
your  comments  from  Haycraft's  History  of  Elizabetht own,     I  have 
had  this  book  for. many  years  and  when  I  first  acaijired  it  I  read 
it  through, and  over  the  years  I  have  re-read  portions  of  it.  It 
may  be  that  I  am  mistaken  as  to  whether  Thomas  Lincoln  was  a  house- 
builder  or   Tust  s  cabinet  maker,  but  T  think  the  information  which 
I  received  directly  from  ray  grandfather,  Henry  Clay  I'horaas,  who 
was  a  son  of  Jack  Thomas,  is  more  accurate  than  s.  book  which  Samuel 
Haycraft,   Jr.  or  anyone  else  might  have  written  in  the  year  1R69. 
The  year  that  Samuel  ■'^a3rcraft  wrote  his  history  was  nearly  80  years 
after  Jack  Thomas  x-jas  born,  and  I  repeat  that  a  son  of  Jack  Thomas, 
who  was  a  son  of  Hardin  Thomas,  would  know  more  about  it  than  some- 
one writing  a  book  more  than  80  ^rears  after  the  house  was  built. 

I  note  that  in  the  next  to  the  last  paragraph  in  your  letter  you 
SS.J  that  770U  have  a  reference  attesting  that  the  Hardin  Thomas 
house  was  built  in  1805»     That  is  bound  to  be  an  error  because  Jack 
Thomas  was  born  in  the  house  in  question,  and  for  that  reason  the 
Hardin  Thomas  house  had  to  have  been  built  at  some  time  prior  to 
the  year  1790  i-^ich  vras  the  year  of  the  birth  of  Jack  Thomas  in 
that  house. 

Even  Samuel  Haycraft,  Jr.  says,  as  quoted  in  your  letter,  that  the 
father  of  Jack  Thomas  resided  in  a  house  "the  joiner  work  of  which 
was  done  by  'I'homas  Lincoln".     If  you  uill  consult  any  unabridged 


rr.  R.  Gerald  ITcHurtry, 

October  13,  19611  -  2  ~ 

dictionary  you  will  find  that  the  word  "joiner"  is  defined  to  be 
"one  who,  or  that  vjhich,   joins;  a  special  artisan  who  finishes  the 
woodwork  for  houses". 

This  is  not,   of  course,  a  controversy  between  us,  but  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  ^iardin  Thomas  house    as  built  at  some  time  prior 
to  the  year  1790,  rather  than  in  IPO^,  for  the  reason,  as  I  reDeat, 
that  Jack  Thomas  vjas  bom   in  that  house  in  the  year  1790. 

I  am  always  glad  to  hear  from  you  and   'f  you  would  like  to  hf:ve  one 
of  the  clirolngs  which  I  have  wherein  the  building  of  the  Hardin 
Thomas  house  is  mentioned,  please  let  me  know  and  I  will  be  glad  to 
send  it  to  you. 

With  kind  regards,  I  am 


Yours  truly. 


AFC :res 


/I 


nl  taw  .  v-v  f  !  MWOffT  JsriJ  bdfteildsJw  ©d  mo  i&ds  s^sb  ^aoinso  oifT 
aisaX  IS  li^      esw  nIconiJ  October  15,  1964o«i  -t^ira  »  «o  ^'^o'''  ''Q^  '"^'^  i^xo 

,nMr.  Mien  P.  Gubljage  ^^-^^^ 

Attorneys  at  Law  .   ,         ,  , 

Leitdifield,  Kentucky  -  ni^JioH  vrj  tfixH  -,».yo/i  -.r^r  Han«o  :^ 

Jw,'.    v  i  woii  V  oriJ  ilo 

I3ear  Mr.  Cubbage: 

I  have  your  letter  of  October  J  3th  relative  to  the  Hardin  Thomas 
House  located  in  ElizGl>et]itown,  Kentucky.    I  also  have  before  rae  a  sketch  on 
Jack  ThcHiias  prepared  by  you  (April  9,  1940)  for  *m^o  Was  Who  in  Hardin  County" 
published  by  the  Hardin  Countv  Historical  Society  in  1946.  Ihfortmately, 
c there  is  no  sketch  in  this  work  about  Hardin  Thomas,    I  si:^ose  there  was  not 
sufficient  information  available.    I  note  that  in  1940  (Jack  Thomas  sketch). 
you  made  the  statement  that  'Ihe  house  in  which  Jack  itiomas  was  bom  was^/^" 
built  by  the  father  of  Ahrnham  LincoLa,  and  it  is  probable  that  they  were  o 
acquainted,"  •       ^  .oi  ^     .    -     .  ,  .  r 

i       dp.hi  iron  oh  I  olh^i    .  '  ' 

iijfj 'fv  My  interest  in  this  question  is  to  establish  Thomas  Lincoln  as  the 
builder  of  the  iiardin  Ihomas  House.    If  this  can  be  done,  and  if  the  house  is 
preserved  on  its  original  site,  an  interesting  shrine  will  be  added  to  Kentucky's 
long  list  of  historic  homes.    If  Lincoln  really  did  construct  the  Tlionias  House, 
this  will  attest  to  his  ability  as  a  carj^nter  and  cabinetinaker. 

As  to  tlie  word  "joiner"  there  may  be  sosiie  argiiuent.    In  otlier 
historical  roforfences,  which  I  cannot  locate  just  now,  I  have  taken  the  word 
to  mean  a  can^nter  who  made  the  structure  of  a  house  -  before  nails  werft*-'  X« 
available  -  v^en  timbers  were  joined  together  by  pegs  ratlier  tlian  by  nails. 
Perhaps  the  word  can  be  loosely  used  to  inean  structural  work  as  well  as 
X-.£inishing  work.  1.^  -        "   ^  ■  •.  ^^>«uoi;  H.r-cT  ^liud  nIoonxJ 

If  ytJuTaTe  correct  in  stating  that  Jack  Thaims  wto  bom  in  the  Hardin 
Thomas  House  on  February  7,  1790  this  eliminates  Thomas  Lincoln  from  the 
Hlizabethtown  scene.    Kentucky  historians  contend  that  Thomas  Lincoln  was  bom 
in  1776.    Abraham  Lincoln  thought  his  fatlier  was  bom  in  1778.    If  the  first 
date  is  correct  Thomas  Lincoln  was  14  years  old  in  1790.    If  the  latter  date 
is  correct  Thomas  Lincoln  was  12  years  old. 


Mr.  Cubbage 
October  15,  1964 
Page  Two 


Tlie  earliest  date  tliat  can  be  established  that  Thanas  Lincoln  was  in 
Hardin  County  is  July  13,  1797  when  lie  was  paid  $9.56  by  Samuel  Haycraft, 
Senior,  for  work  on  a  mill  race  aiul  rail!  iiaiu    Lincoln  was  at  this  time  21  years 
old. 

About  forty-five  years  ago  Mrs,  R.  W.  Gates  of  Elizabeth town,  Kentucky 
prepared  a  paper  about  old  liouses  in  Klizabethtown,    This  following  information 
is  taken  from  her  pajier,  >  ^  egeddiD 

">iext  comes  the  house  built  by  Hardin  Thanas  in  1805  on  tlie  fam  d 
just  off  tlie  Nortii  Dixie  Highway  now  operated  by  Heady  Jenkins. 
The  carpenter  work  was  done  by  Tlioraas  Lincoln  and  this  year  (1919) 
the  mantel  from  tliis  house  has  been  installed  in  the  librar)'  of 
ggfliOfiTtte  Officers'  %ss  at  Fort  Knox,    The  fatlier  of  Mrs.  Sally  Smith 

(Mrs.  J,  F.  Albert's  raother)  now  more  than  90  years  old,  was  x  ^.aisoi. 
"yJr  thejnei.    This  is  a  frame  houso,  log  within."  ^  T  bisL 

,ij    ,dl!!"'r  ff.r  v"  \mtol  ">  yd  I  '^I 

I  think  our  whol^}  problorft  centers  around  where  (not  vhcfi)  Jack  Thomas 
was  bom.    If  he  was  bom  in  the  Hardin  Tiic»iia3  House  thon  Thomas  Lincoln  did 
not  construct  it.    If  Jack  Tiiomas  was  bom  in  seme  other  house  on  February  j>\ 
7,  1790,  tlien  lliomas  Lincoln  must  have  built  tlie  Hardin  Tliomas  tlouse.in  1805 
or  scBne  other  later  date.    SnTT.iel  Haycraft,  Junior,  does  not  say  Jack  Thomas 
was  bom  in  the  Hardin  Ttioraas  House.    Vfliile  I  do  not  wish  to  inpugn  the  state- 
ment of  your  grandfatlier,  Henry  Clay  Thatas,  tiio  recorded  history  of  Samuel 
Haycraft,  Junior,  written  in  1369  is  pretty  convincing  evidence.  'ud 
ly-j  CIO        no  1  ^rq 

V  I  enclose  Lincoln  Lore  No.  1456,  Jujie,  1959,  relative  to  tlie  remark 

'Lincoln  made  about  the  handwriting  of  Jack  Hiaias,  Ben  lielm  and  William 
Farleigh, 

In  going  througli  our  manuscripts  I  find  one  original  document  signid 
by  Hardin  Thoiaas. ,  We  have  several  signed  by  Tack  Tliomas,  o  £  neaw 

■.»::>•  ■  ' 
In  conclusion,  is  tliere  not  some  slight  possibility  that  Ihonas 
Lincoln  built  the  Hardin  Thomas  House  after  the  birtii  of  Jack  Thomas  on  February 
7,  1790?    If  not,  why  did  Haycraft  write  what  he  did  and  why  have  the  legends 
..and  traditions  about  the  Thomas  House  prevailed  aU.tbese  years? 

,  ?c(h  '  :»\r  ,\  vnurr  ifyl  no  osuoH  asnorlT 

inod  asw  .  I  still  hope  to  ifisit  you  in  Leitciifield  one  of  these  days. 


Yours  sincerely,  ai  afflb 

.bio  2Tf«ox  fuooni-j  jDsnrroo  ei 


R.  Gerald  Mdlfcrtry 


RGM/hcs 
13nc.  LL 


Courier- Journal 
Louisville,  Kentucky 
October  21,  l'.)()4 


JOE  CREASON'S 
KENTUCKY 


THE  more  I  sit  and  stare  at  TV,  the 
more  I  realize  that  if  the  people  I 
see  on  the  tube  during  the  com- 
mercial interludes  are  typical,  then  I'm  far 
from  being  a  100  percent  normal  American 
male.  Unlike  the  guys  in  the  ads,  I  don't 
grin  from  ear  to  ear  while  I  shave;  in  fact, 
I'm  so  pragmatic  I  don't  even  fall  over  in 
surprise  to  know  there's  a  giant  in  our 
washing  machine  and  a  horde  of  little  men 
skating  around  on  scouring  pads  in  the 
oven  of  our  kitchen  range. 

The  easy-open  cereal  boxes,  which 
toddler-age  children  zip  apart  and  fit  back 
together  so  easily  on  behalf  of  the  spon- 
sors, make  me  suspect  my  quota  of  fingers 
is  all  left  thumbs.  When  I  feel  the  vapors 
or  some  other  misery  approaching,  I  sel- 
dom bounce  back  after  taking  just  one  of 
those  fizz  tablets.  I've  been  man  enough  to 
use  that  particular  brand  of  hair  dressing 
for  years  and  I'm  still  waiting  to  be 
mobbed  by  the  ladies. 

Why  do  I  admit  to  all  these  abnormali- 
ties? Well,  maybe  such  a  confession  will 
help  you  understand  how  I  could  be  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  good  grammar  like  the  one 
two  weeks  ago  when  I  dropped  the  phrase 
".  .  .  woe  unto  he  .  .  ."  into  an  item.  I 
guess  even  my  pronouns  are  showing  the 
effect  of  my  having  disregarded  the  TV 
warning  about  the  consequences  if  I  con- 
tinued to  use  that  messy  Brand  X  smear-on 
deodorant. 


Scratch,  Scratch 

IF  THE  STUDENTS  contacted  in  a  sur- 
vey conducted  for  the  school  newspaper. 
The  Eagle,  in  the  American  government 
class  at  Eastern  High  School,  Middletown, 
mirror  the  sentiment  of  their  parents,  then 
the  November  3  presidential  election  is 
going  to  be  marked  by  more  scratching 
than  you'd  find  in  a  dog  pound.  Although 
the  area  generally  is  regarded  as  strongly 
Republican,  67  percent  of  the  students 
favored  Johnson  and  only  30  percent  Gold- 
water,  with  the  others  undecided.  On  the 
other  hand,  Republican  Gene  Snyder 
passed  Democrat  Charles  Farnsley  in  the 
Third  District  Congressional  race  72  per- 
cent to  27  percent.  The  school-tax  refer- 
3ndum  was  favored  59.5  percent  to  40.5 
percent. 


Ea»y  To  Forget 

IN  ALL  their  campaigning,  I  doubt  if 
either  of  the  Presidential  hopefuls  will 
come  across  a  rebuff  with  a  note  of  finality 
in  it  equal  to  the  one  an  old  man  in  Mar- 
shall County  hung  on  a  candidate  running 
for  a  local  office.  The  old  man  never  had 


liked  the  candidate  and  he  was  waiting  for 
him  when  he  came  to  campaign  at  his 
home. 

"1  hope,"  the  candidate  said  in  leaving, 
"you  won't  forget  to  vote  jor  me." 

"I  won't  forget  you,"  the  old  gent  spat. 
"I  already  done  it!" 

Thomas  Liiicohi,  Builder 

TO  CONTINUE  in  an  historical  vein, 
maybe  you'll  recall  the  several  items  I've 
used  about  efforts  in  Elizabethtown  to 
determine  if,  as  tradition  holds,  Thomas 
Lincoln,  father  of  the  16th  President, 
really  built  a  house  still  standing  on  the 
edge  of  town.  A  short  time  back  I  printed 
a  letter  from  Allen  P. 
Cubbage  of  Leitch- 
field,  a  great-grand- 
grandson  of  the  man 
for  whom  the  house 
was  built,  in  which  he 
doubted  Lincoln  did 
the  work,  since  he  was 
a  cabinet  maker,  not 
a  house  builder. 

Now  R.  Gerald  Mc- 
Murtry.  director  of 
the  Lincoln  National 
Life  Foundation  of 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  has 
entered  the  contro- 
versy. "I  fear  that  I 
cannot  agree  with  you  that  Thomas 
Lincoln  was  not  essentially  a  house  builder 
but  rather  a  cabinet  maker,"  he  wrote  to 
Cubbage.  "He  was  both."  McMurtry,  an 
Elizabethtown  native,  went  on  to  cite 
various  historical  references  to  support 
his  belief  Lincoln  built  the  log  structure. 
"It  is  most  remarkable  that  a  house  that 
Thomas  Lincoln  built  should  still  be  stand- 
ing," he  concluded.  "Elizabethtown  is 
indeed  fortunate  that  such  a  valuable  his- 
toric relic  has  been  preserved." 

Thought  For  Today 

THE  KENTUCKY  Commission  on  Em- 
ployment  of  the  Handicapped  has  issued  a 
plea  that  touches  on  something  that  prob- 
ably never  has  entered  the  mind  of  many 
of  us:  Don't  bar  the  handicapped  from 
buildings  by  constructing  architectural 
barriers  such  as  long  flights  of  stairs,  re- 
volving doors,  narrow  ^Joor-ways,  out-of- 
reach  water  fountains,  inaccessible  ele- 
vators and  parking  places  too  far  distant 
from  entry  points.  The  commission  holds 
that,  to  be  usable  by  Kentucky's  300,000 
handicapped  persons,  a  building  should 
include  at  least  one  entrance  at  ground 
level,  a  ramp  in  addition  to  stall's,  doors 
at  least  32  inches  wide  and  restrooms 
that  can  accommodate  wheelchair  users. 


R.  G.  McMurtry 


209  Elizabeth  St. 
Elizabethtovm,  Ky. 


Dear  Gerald: 

VJhen  I  saw  your  face  and  name  in  Joe  Creason's  column  in  the 
Courier-Journal  this  morning  I  was  reminded  that  I  had  never  sent 
you  the  snap-shots  of  the  Hardin  Thomas  house.    As  f?r  as  I  know 
nothing  further  has  been  done  here  about  it. 

A  member  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints  is  here  microfilming  the  old 
Hardin  Couniy  records,    We  have  given  the  marriage  records  a  good 
going  over  and  found  a  record  on  which  Thomas  Lincoln  was  the  bonds- 
man.   This  was  dated  l8l5  but  I  have  forgotten  the  names  of  the  couple. 
If  you  are  interested  I  can  look  it  up  for  you.    This  man  is  doing  the 
deeds  to  about  1900,  the  wills  and  marriages  to  1*^15',  the  county  court 
orders  to  about  l880  and  several  miscellaneous  books,    I,  for  one,  am 
delighted  to  have  some  one  do  this, 

I  do  hope  we  can  get  something  done  to  save  the  Hardin  Thomas 
house. 


Sincerely, 


P.S.  I  woiad  buy  another  copy  of  LINCLON  AW  LIMCOLNS  for  our 
other  daughter  if  you  ever  sec  another  advertised. 


October  27,  1964 


Mrs.  Margaret  S,  Ridierson 
209  Elizabetli  Street 
Elizabethtown,  Kentucky 

Dear  Margaret: 

I  was  delighted  to  have  your  letter  of  recent  date  enclos- 
ing tlie  photograplis  of  the  liardin-Tlionas  House  whidi  Thonas  Lincoln 
is  alle^d  to  have  constructed,    I  ain  indeed  pleased  to  have  these 
photographs  to  place  in  my  files, 

I  note  with  interest  that  you  saw  my  name  mentioned  in 
Joe  Creason*s  column  in  the  Courier- Journal ,    I  an  hoping  that  through 
tJie  colum  and  through  other  news  media  we  can  call  attention  to  tlie 
fact  that  lUizabetlitown  ?ias  a  building  of  considerable  historic 
interest  v^\ich  should  be  preserved. 

You  mention  in  your  letter  tliat  you  liave  discovered  a 
marriage  record  <ai  which  Thomas  Lincoln  was  the  bondsman  dated  1815. 
I  am  interested  in  knowing  more  about  that  record  and  I  would 
appreciate  receiving  a  copy  of  it  some  time  when  you  find  it 
convenient  to  work  in  those  files. 

The  next  time  I  see  iiarvey  Harold  Smith's  book  LINCOIA^  AND 
THE  LINCOLNS  advertised  for  sale,  I  will  notify  you. 

Yours  sincerely. 


RG4/hcs 


R.  Gerald  Md^lurtry 


Noveinber  10,  1964 


Mr.  Joe  Creason 
Courier-Journal 
Louisville,  Kentucky 

x) 

Dear  Joe: 

,  ^       ^  A3  you  have  devoted  soiae  space  to  the  discussion  of  tlie 
Ilarciiii  Tlidmas  -  thomas  Lincoln  House  in  Elizabeth  town,  Kentucky  in 
three  different  issues  of  your  colunn,  I  take  it  tliat  you  are 
interested.  I 

I  have  prepared  a  rather  caoplete  statement  regarding  the 
house,  tliinking  that  sane  day  you  might  want  to  do  a  feature  story 
CMi  the  subject  for  your  "Magazine". 

As  you  likely  know,  the  house  is  located  just  north  of  the 
Ifelm  place  at  the  north  (3BV)  of  Elizabethtovm  -  just  barely  out  of 
the  city  limits.    Hie  log  liouse  is  covered  by  weather-boarding  outside 
and  ceiling  inside.    Ho'rfever,  it  has  an  ancient  appearance  and  would 
make  a  good  photograph  for  your  article  if  you  are  interested. 

Likely  you  will  also  want  to  make  a  photograph  of  the  mantle- 
piece  taken  fr<xn  the  Thcmas  House,    It  is  located  in  the  Armor  Center 
Officer's  Open  ?tess  at  Fort  Knox, 

I  want  no  credit  for  the  material  I  am  sending  to  you. 
Please  use  it  in  any  way  you  see  fit,    What  I  liope  to  do  is  to  arouse 
the  interest  of  the  people  in  niizabethtCTvn  to  tiie  point  that  they 
will  take  steps  to  provide  for  the  preservation  of  the  historic  site, 

Fran  ray  letter  and  article  you  will  recognize  that  I  do 
sincerely  think  that  Thomas  Lincoln  built  the  house. 

If  you  should  do  an  article  on  "the  house  that  Thomas 
Lincoln  builtf'  I  will  be  glad  to  assist  you  in  any  way  I  can. 


Mr,  Creason 
Page  Two 
Nov.  Id,  1964 


Yours  sincerely. 

In-    •  • r) 

R,  Gerald  Moiurtry 

RGM/hcs 

P.  S.    I  read  with  interest  your  conments.on  the  Custer  tablet  on  the 
Brown-Piisey  Housa.    Of  course,  the  wording  is  incorrect.    Custer  never 
made  his  heatlqiiarters  there.    Please  do  not -quote  me  on  this  j^qint. 
I  have  already  said  too  mucli. 

R.  Go  >1. 

(Mb 
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CUBBAGE  &  CUBBAGE 


Attorneys  at  Uaw 


aix,bjn  p.  cubbagb 
Thomas  H,  Oubbagk 


November  23,  196i| 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry, 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

1301  So.  Harrison, 

Port  Wayne,  Ind,  i|6801 

Dear  Gerald: 

First,  I  want  to  offer  apologies  for  not  having  answered  your  letter 
of  October  l5,  1961;  before  this  time.     Since  your  letter  was  received 
I  have  been  rather  busy  and  have  yielded  to  the  inclination  to  let  a 
reply  to  your  letter  wait  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  matter  dis- 
cussed in  your  letter  was  not  urgent. 

It  seems  that  there  is  considerable  contradiction  upon  the  question 
as  to  when  the  Hardin  Thomas  house  was  built,  and  I  note  your  sug- 
gestion that  the  problem  centers  around  where  (not  when)   «Jack  Thomas 
was  born.     I  believe  that  both  "when"  and  "where"  Jack  Thomas  was 
born  enters  into  the  matter,  but  I  repeat  that  there  is  considerable 
conflict  revolving  around  both  questions. 

Certainly  Iwould  be  glad  if  the  house  vrhere  my  great-grandfather, 
Jack  Thomas,  was  born  could  be  made  a  shrine.     Naturally,  and  I  think, 
logically,  what  my  grandfather,  who  was  both  an  intellignt  and  hon- 
orable man,  said  in  regard  to  this  is  true  and  accurate.  However, 
if  you  want  to  collect  the  evidence  and  leave  out  of  it  what  I  have 
said  as  to  what  my  grandfather  told  me,  I  vjill  take  no  offense.  1^ 
the  other  evidence  which  you  have,  without  the  contradiction  by  the 
evidence  which  I  have,  vd  uld  lead  to  the  establishing  of  the  Hardin 
Thomas  house  as  a  shrine,   it  may  be  that  in  that  way  it  can  be  es- 
tablished as  an  historical  shrine. 

I  enjoy  reading  the  Lincoln  Lore  bulletins  which  I  receive  occasional 
and  appreciate  your  kindness  in  having  them  sent  to  me. 

With  continued  good  wishes,  I  am 


Yours  truly. 


ALLEN P.  CUBBAGE 


ATC  :res 


December  2,  1964 


Mr.  Allen  P.  Cubbage 
Cubbage  Cubbage 
Attorney  at  Law 
Leitclifield,  Kentucky 

Dear  Mr,  Cubbage: 


I  was  pleased  to  have  your  letter  of  Novendaer  23rd,  It  is 
quite  true  that  our  topic  of  discuss ic»i  is  not  urgent  in  tliat  we  are 
dealing  vdtli  events  dating  back  to  1790, 

I  do  not  qL»stion  t}\e  date  of  Jack  Thanas'  birtli  as  being 
February  7,  1790,    Tliis  is  the  reason  I  stated  in  iny  letter  of  October 
15th  that  we  cannot  be  concerned  witli  the  "when"  because  tlie  date  is 
an  establislied  fact,    T!ie  "where"  Jack  Thomas  was  bom  was  to  riy  mind 
a  questionable  subject.    Again  I  vdll  state  Uiat  if  Jack  Thomas  was 
bom  in  tlie  log  house  in  question  tiien  Thaiias  Lincoln  did  not  build 
it.    In  1790  Tlianas  Lincoln  was  either  12  or  14  years  old  -  much  too 
young  to  build  a  fine  log  house, 

I  can  realize  why  you  would  not  question  your  grandfather's 
statements  regarding  the  log  house  as  tJie  place  of  Jack  Thomas'  birth. 

Of  course,  I  do  not  want  to  proceed  witJi  the  preservation  of 
the  house  if  your  evidence  is  ignored,    Tliis  would  be  perpetrating  a 
fraud. 

In  conclusion  J  I  would  say  tliat  if  your  evidence  is  correct 
this  puts  an  end  to  tlie  project  and  the  Tlioraas  House  will  not  and  should 
not  be  estal)lished  as  an  historic  shrine, 

I  am  pleased  that  you  enjoy  reading  the  Lincoln  Lore  bulletins. 

Yours  sincerely, 


RGNVhcs 


R,  C>erald  Md^iurtry 


CUBBAGE  «&  CUBBAGE 


ATTORNE-rS  AT  tiAW 


AUl-KN  P.  OUBBAOK 

Thomas  H,  Otjbbaok 


December  22,  196[|. 


Mr,  Gerald  McMurtry, 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

Port  Wayne,  Ind, 

Dear  Gerald: 

I  am  sorry  that  T  have  not  been  able  to  get  around  sooner  to  acknow- 
ledging your  letter  of  December  2,  I96I4,  which  I  was  glad  to  receive 

Manifestly  there  is  some  confusion  and  contradiction  with  reference 
to  whether  Thomas  Lincoln  did  the   joiners  work  in  the  Hardin  Thomas 
house  near  Elizabethtown.     I  am  sure  that  you  are  correct  in  your 
statement  that  in  1790  Thomas  Lincoln  was  a  boy  12  or  1[|.  years  of 
age  and  v/hich,  I  think,  rules  out  any  idea  that  he  did  any  work  at 
all  at  the  Hardin  Thomas  house,  unless  in  later  years  when  Thomas 
Lincoln  was  old  enough  to  do  carpenter  work,  he  may  have  done  some 
cabinet  work  in  tho  house,  and  may  have  made  new  mantels  to  go  in 
that  house.     It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  well  within  the  range  of 
possibility  because  regardless  of  who  built  the  house  originally, 
it  was  still  there  after  Thomas  Lincoln  became  old  enough  to  do 
carpenter  work  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  could  have  happened  that 
way,  because  the  house  is  still  there  for  that  matter. 

The  information  that  I  have  had  through  the  years  and  which  has  come 
down  through  members  of  my  family  who  were  in  a  position  to  know, 
was  that  Thomas  Lincoln  did  some  cabinet  work  in  the  house  rather 
than  building  the  house  and  of  course  that  could  have  been  done,  as 
is  heretofore  stated,  many  years  after  the  house  was  built, 

I  will  be  interested  in  hearing  about  any  other  information  that  you 
raay  obtain  and  which  might  lead  to  making  the  Hardin  Thomas  house  a 
shrine,     I  would  like  to  see  that  done,  as  a  matter  of  course, 

J*ith  kind  regards  and  best  wishes  for  the  Holiday  Season,  I  am 


Yours  truly. 


ALLEN  P. 


CUBBAGE 


APC  :res 


This  oil  paiiitinff  of  the  llardin  Thomas  House  was  painted  by  Lib  Faurest  of  Elizabethtown.  It 
was  purchased  as  a  gift  for  Mr.  and  Mrs,  A.  H.  Jenkins,  the  former  owners  of  the  site  on  which 
Ihe  house  stands.  The  166  acre  farm  on  Freeman  Creek  was  earher  owned  by  Mr  Ben  FrankUn 
Jenkins,  the  late  father  of  Mrs.  L.  C.  Huffman  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Jenkins. 

Hardin  Thomas  House 


Beauty  is  in  the  eye  of  the  be- 
holder. To  most  casual  observers, 
the  two  -  story,  six  -  room  log 
house,  started  in  1805  and  com- 
pleted in  1809,  is  just  a  tumble- 
down shack.  To  historians  and 
Chamber  of  Commerce  members, 
it  is  an  attraction  for  the  much 
heralded  tour  of  Kentucky. 

The  Hardin  ThomiiS  house  is 
located  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
Elizabethtown;  on  31-W,  and  was 
built  by  none  other  than  Thomas 
Lincoln,  father  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. It  was  recently  bought  by 
the  City  of  Elizabctlitown  from 
Mr.  A.  H.  Jenkins  as  a  part  of 
the  166  acre  farm  which  will  be 
the  site  of  the  city  watershed 
and  recreation  park.  It  is  hoped 
that  as  the  site  develops,  it  will 
include  facilities  for  outdoor 
drama;  a  Lincoln  Drama  woul,d 
indeed  be  enhanced  by  tlie  house 
built  by  Thomas  Lincoln  for  Har- 
din Thomas,  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Hardin  County.  At  its 
most  recent  meeting,  the  Hardin 
County  Historical  Society  voted 
unanimously  to  spearhead.  A  pre- 


liminary clean-up  of  the  property 
has  already  taken  place. 

A  pine  mantle  from  the  Hardin 
Thomas  house  is  in  the  Lincoln 
Room  of  the  Officers  Brick  Club 
at  Fort  Knox,  along  with  other 
memorabilia  of  that  era.  A 
bronze  plaque  on  the  mantle 
reads  "Made  by  Thomas  Lincoln 
1805". 

Dr.  Gerald  McMurty,  a  native 
of  Elizabethtown  who  is  Director 
of  the  Lincoln  National  Life 
Foundiition  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind- 
iana, quotes  from  page  123  of 
Haycratt's  History  of  Elizabeth- 
town  ^s  follows:  "Hardin  Thomas 
lived  in  a  house  better  than  usual 
for  that  day,  the  carpenters  work 
o£  which  was  executed  by 
Thomas  Lincoln,  father  of  the 
late  President  Abraham  Lincoln; 
and  the  most  of  that  work  is  to 
be  seen  at  this  day,  sound  as  a 
trout,  although  done  upwards  of 
GO  years  ago."  Those  words  were 
written  in  1869. 

Dr.   McMurty's   personal  com 
ments  are:  "The  Hardift  Thomas 
house  built  by  Thom&S  Lincoln 


is  one  of  the  most  important  hi- 
storic buildings  in  Kentucky.  It 
IS  a  priceless  relic  of  an  early 
pioneer,  built  by  the  fatl;i^  d£ 
the  16th  president,  the.  only 
building  left  which  was  coni- 
structed  by  the  EUzabethtpwh 
carpenter  and  cabjnet  makei- 
Several  pieces  of  furniture  buiU 
by  Lincoln  are  extant.  I  own  ja 
corner  cupboard  which  he  made 
that  I  value  at  $10,000.  A  Thomas 
Lincoln  corner  cupboard  (less 
valuable  because  it  contains  fto 
identifying  marks),  .  built  b(y 
Thomas  Lincoln,  has  a  sal?s 
record  of  $5500.  The  said  was 
made  several  years  ago.         •  ' 

"It  is  my  sincere  hope  th^t 
the  City  of  Elizabethtown,  Ij^'r- 
din  County  or  the  U.  S.  Govgrp- 
ment  will  preserve  this  histdijic 
Thomas  house." 

Now  that  the  Hardin  Couhty 
Historical  Society  has  taken  tl^c 
first  step  toward  restoring  the 
famous  house,  we  may  expect 
that  in  time  thousands  of  people 
from  all  over  the  country  wi)l 
visit  the  Elizabethtown  area  on 
which  tlie  Hardin  Thomas  hou^e 
stands.  E.M.^. 


ilardiii  County  l:ntcri)risc 
Hlizabotlitovjii,  iContucky 
Thursday,  July  1960 


Hardin  County  Men 


Fought  With  Clark 

  -    President  Johnson  visited  the 

site  of  Fort  Sackville,  now  Vin- 
cennes,  on  July  23  making  The 
George  Rogers  Clark  Memorial 
a  National  Monument. 

Every  great  man  has  others 
behind  him  making  possible  his 
achievements,  and  this  was  so 
with  George  Rogers  Clark.  Did 
you  know  that  some  of  his  sup- 
port  came  from  our  own  Hardin 
County?  Those  frontiersmen 
from  Hardin  County  went  with 
General  Clark  through  all  the 
haf^ships  of  war,  ice,  overflow- 
ing rivers,  and  hunger  to  make 
a  vital  contribution  to  our  inde- 
pendence and  to  the  settlement 
of  Kentucky. 

As  General  Clark  was  never 
fully  paid  by  either  Virginia  or 
the  United  States  so  some  twen- 
ty-three years  after  "The  expe- 
{dition  against  the  Wabash  In- 
dians" (as  it  is  called  in  Hardin 
County  Court  Order  Book  A, 
August  Term  1800  to  June  Term 
1801)  men  were  petitioning  the 
Court  for  reimbursement  for 
services  rendered.  They  were 
asking  from  1  pound,  15  shel- 
lings  and  2  pence,  to  18  pounds. 
I  The  men  who  petitioned  the 
Court  and  produced  satisfac- 
tory proof  that  they  fought  with 
General  George  R.  Clark  were: 

Thomas  Amos,  Thompson 
Ashby,  diaries  Burk,  William 
Christian,  Nicholas  Coombes, 
WilUam  Cornelioua,  John  Dial, 
Isarel  Dodge,  James  Farkes, 
Abner  Fields,  Lewis  Fields,  Cane 
Fields,  Isaac  Goodwin,  Henry 
I  Helm,  Andrew  House,  Abraham 
•  Hunter,  William  Johnson,  Rob- 
ert Lashley,  Jacob  Pendal,  Har- 
— >;din  Thomas,  Uriah  Thompson, 
Cept.  Jacob  Vanmetre,  C  a  p  t. 
John  Vertreese,  William  Wells 
i  and  Thomas  Winn. 

Samuel  Goodin  asked  to  be 
reimbursed  for  furnishing  un- 
prepai'ed  beef,  James  Johnston 
for  a  bell  impression  and  Wil- 
liam Miller  for  one  gun  impi-ove- 
ment.  > 

As  the  Nation  honors  General 
George  Rogers  Clark,  We,  The 
Jacob  Van  Meter  Chapter  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution, wish  to  honor  the  men 
from  Hardin  County  who  fought 
beside  him. 


Sale  Planned  As  Money  Maker 
To  Restore  Log  House  Here 


"Anything  thai  can  be  sold", 
is  the  plea  used  for  soliciting 
articles  for  the  gigantic  Flea 
Market  and  Auction  Sale  to  be 
held  at  the  Hardin  County  Fair 
Grounds  Saturday,  April  29th, 
beginning  at  10:30  a.m. 

This  sale,  promoted  by  every 
civic  organization  in  Hardin 
County  with  a  committee  of  30, 
1  is  to  raise  funds  to  restore  the 
jold  Hardin  Thomas  log  house, 
Inow  renamed  the  Lincoln  Her- 
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ilage  House,  located  on  Free- 
man Creek  Reservoir,  just 
southeast  of  the  new  Coca-Cola 
plant  off  31-W.  Boy  Scout  troops 
have  already  cleaned  up  the 
yard  and  adjacent  area. 

This  two-story  log  house  was 
built  before  the  year  1790,  and 
is  one  of  the  oldest  houses  in 
Hardin  County,  it  is  believed, 
with  some  very  strong  founda- 
tion of  fact,  that  in  1805,  Thom- 
as Lincoln,  father  of  Abraham, 
did  the  joiner's  work  inside  this 
cabin. 

The   Hardin   County  Hislori- 
jcal  Society,  spearheaduig  the 
restoration,  believe  this  will  be- 
I  come  a  popular  tourist  attrac- 1 
tion  and  museum  of  Lincolnana  ! 
,  for  Hardin  County. 

The  auction  committee  is 
headed  by  Rufus  Brandenburg. 
The  committee  will  be  glad  to 
pick  up  toys,  baked  goods  (in- 
cluding some  of  those  delicious 
Hardin  County  jam  cakes), 
furniture,  tools,  etc.  Mrs.  Louis 
Faurest,  special  gifts  chairman, 
has  already  received  a  donation 
from  Governor  Breathitt,  and 
promises  of  many  more  from 
other  prominent  citizens  in- 
cluding Michigan's  Governor 
Romncy. 


Photostatic  copies  of  the  orig- 
inal marriage  bonds  of  Lin- 
coln's parents,  on  file  at  the 
courliiouse,  will  also  be  for 
sale. 

Interested  citizens  wishing  to 
donate  may  call  Mrs.  W.  W. 
Perry,  765-7143,  Mrs.  Charles 
liodgers,  765-5194.  or  Mrs.  E. 
Richerson,  765-4661,  and  Boy 
Scouts  will  pick-up  during  the 
week  of  April  lOtfh  
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Joe  Creas  Oil's  Kentucky 


Saving  a  Lincoln  Landmark 


AN  AUCTION  will  be  held  in  Eliza- 
bethtovvn  Saturday  for  the  commendable 
purpose  of  raising  money  to  save  what 
probablv  is  the  most  important  link  in 
the  story  of  the  Lincoln  family  in  Ken- 
tucky that  hasn't  already  been  preserved. 

The  link  is  a  two-story  log  house  on 
the  north  edge  of  town  that  was  built  lor 
Hardin  Thomas  around  1809  by  Thomas 
Lincoln,  the  father  of  the  martyred  Itilh 
President. 

The  log  house  is  important  histoi'ically 
for  manv  reasons,  but  mainly  becau.se 
it  may  be  the  only  structure  still  standing 
in  the  state  that  was  built  by  Thomas 
Lincoln.  For  while  the  elder  Lincoln 
was  a  noted  carpenter,  he  was  known  in 
his  time  as  a  skilled  cabinet  and  mantle 
maker  rather  than  as  a  hou.se  builder. 

However,  the  Hardin  County  Historical 
Society  is  convinced  that  he  did  build  the 
log  house  the  auction  is  aimed  at  saving. 
And  thev're  supported  in  their  belief  by 
one  of  the  nation's  leading  Lincoln  ex- 
perts, R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  an  Ehza- 
bethtown  native  and  director  of  the  Lin- 
coln National  Life  Foundation  of  Ft. 
Wayne,  Ind. 

'  Thomas  Lincoln  was  both  a  cabinet 
and  a  house  builder,"  says  McMurtry. 
"Elizab«thtown  is  fortunate  to  have  such 
a  valuable  historic  relic." 

The  158-year-old  house,  unoccupied 
for  a  year  and  now  in  bad  repair,  long 
ago  was  covered  with  clapboard,  but  the 
massive  logs  show  through  in  the  several 
places  where  this  covering  has  broken 
away.  The  house  stands  on  land  the  city 
has  bought  for  a  resei-voir,  and  it  and 
a  small  plot  has  been  given  to  the  His- 
torical Society. 

Saturday's  auction  will  be  held  at  an 
old  soft-drink  plant  near  the  center  of 
town  and  will  start  at  10:30  a.m.  Nobody 
knows  how  much  it  will  take  to  restore 
the  house,  but  the  round  figure  of  $10,- 
000  is  being  talked.  Articles  to  be  offered 
for  sale  in  the  first  effort  to  raise  that 
sum,  or  more,  include  antiques,  plants, 
home-baked  goods  and  several  Ray  Harm 
prints,  which  suddenly  have  become 
collector  items. 


The  old  house  in  Elizabethtown  that  Thomas  Lincoln  built 


MONDAY,  MAY  1,  1967 


HARDIN  COUNTY  ENTERPRISE,  ELIZABETHTOWN,  KENTUCKY 


Aucfion  Atfracfs  Big  Crowd; 
Proceeds  Top  $2,600  Mark 


Indeed,  the  Flea  Market  and 
Auction  sale  for  the  restora- 1 
uon  of  the  Lincoln  Heritage 
ih)iise  hold  Saiurda\'  at  the  old 
Cuca  Cola  Plani.  wa-,  a  huge 
-.uccess.  with  many  ••mank 
.iiu's"  10  all  \vhi)  assisled. 

TuniUL;!!  uu-  slaie-vVide  i^ab- 
..L-ii',  M-ifivod  Iruni  ihe  Ken- 
lack;.  DeparlHicnl  ui  Public 
iiuorniauon.  newspapers  aini 
radio,  buyers  were  here  li.nn 
liardsiown.  Uussellville.  Ci.i- 
p,Ovv.  Murray,  Canipbells\  illi 
Louisville,  llopkinsville.  ll>d- 
genville  and  tbrou^huut  Hardm 
C\/unl\ .  Tlie;.  appeared  as  soon 
as  ine  piacc  was  opened  al  ii 
a  ni.  lo  buy  plants,  clothing, 
rummage  and  home-made  bak- 
ed goods.  Tile  auction  began 
wilh  Kip  Bowcn  at    1U;.'U)  and 

■iiitinued  with  John  flreeiiA.'ii, 
I'raisar  llecMir  and  Ih'nr;. 
Hodges  until  li  p.m.  i  Mecsoi-  i 
.-.nowa  in  action,  as.^rsU'd  ij> 
Graham  Egerlon  and  lleiir} 
Tavlor.) 


'1 1 


I 

Total  receipts  at  that  time  j 
amounted  to  $2598,  with  some 
not  yet  reported.  The  plant 
booth  netted  $53,  the  food  booth, 
manned  by  the  D.A.R.,  about 
$200,  and  the  clothing  and  rum- 
mage sale  supervised  by  Mrs. 
Edmund  Richerson,  Mrs.  Hen- 
ry Faurest  and  Mrs.  Wilbur 
Terry,  amounted  to  $200.  Draw- 
ing for  the  country  ham  brought 


$43,  and  was  won  by  Mrs.  J.  H.  | 
Gordon. 

Mrs.  Mildred  Hancock  of 
Hopkinsville,  with  the  Kentuc- 
ky Department  of  Parks,  stat- 
ed lliat  she  had  distributed 
2,000  complimentary  Kentucky 
shopping  bags  and  park  litera- 
ture by  1  p.m. 

Mrs.  T.  D.  Winstead,  presi- 
dent of  tlie  Hardin  County  His- 
torical   Society,    initiated  the 


plans  and  called  together  the 
original  committee  which  or- 
ganized this  fund  raising  pro- 
ject. Others  contributing  to  the 
success  of  this  undertaking 
were  auction  chairman  Rufus 
Brandenburg  and  Graham  Eg- 
erton,  Mrs.  Charles  Rodgers, 
chairman  of  the  merchant's  so- 
licitation committee.  Miss  Bet- 
tie  Gunning  of  Vine  Grove  Wo- 
man's Club,  spearheaded  the 


drive  in  thai  area,  and  Mrs.  Lee 
Grain,  president  of  the  Hardin 
County  Homeinakers,  nianaged 
the  luncheon  facilities  at  a  booth 
ui  the  parking  area. 

The  committee  will  met  Wed- 
nesday at  8  p.m.  in  the  Brown- 
Pusey  House  to  formulate  plans 
and  begin  work  on  the  restora- 
tion of  the  Lincoln  Heritage 
House  which  they  play  to  make 
into  a  tourist  attraction  and 
I  museum  for  Hardin  County, 


HARDIN  COUNTY  ENTERPRISE,  ELUABETHTOWN,  KENTUCKY 


THURSDAY,  MARCH  28,  196B 


Lincoln   House  Being  Restored 


By  FAN  GORDON 
Enterprise  Staff  Writer 

Tile  jonquils  were  blooming 
In  the  bright  sunshine,  irees 
vrre  budding,  a  song  sparrow 
JiiJilcd  through  the  thicket,  and 
^  brown  thrasher  flasiied  by  — 
probab!"'  lUc  .  ,  .  „..J 

Si:i..Ki.s  i)f  a  bundled  wmis  a^jo. 

.lust  seeing  lllis,  Sel^i  one  10 
thinking,  that  everyone  who 
lielped  and  pariicipaied  in  tlie 
liugp  auction  and  flea  market, 
lirld  last  year  for  the  benefit  of 
the  restoration  of  the  Lincoln 
HcrilagR  House  on  old  31-W 
north  of  the  city  should  feel 
j)roiid. 

Kxleiisi\e  work  is  Ooiiig  done 
on  ihf!  old  two-story  log  bouse 
mider  Iho  direction  of  ihc  res- 
Inralion  chairman,  Mis.  Wilbur 
Terry  and  building  chairmen, 
J\ufus  Brandenburg  and  Gra- 
ham Kgerton.  A  temporary,  but 
water-tight  roof  has  replaced 
the  old  one,  and  in  the  process, 
it  was  discovered  part  of  the 
original  roof  had  been  pegged 
on. 

Most  of  ine  siding  lias  been 
removed,  exposing  the  iiuge  logs 
of  ihe  original  house,  'J'ho^e 
which  had  disintergraied  will  be 
replaced  with  sound  old  ones 
dona  led  by  the  present  Owens- 
boi'o  owners  of  a  cabin  wliieh 
W  IS  on  ihe  old  Heed  farm  on 
\'alley  {.'reek  Hoad. 

Virgil  Cir.vley  is  lureiiun  in 
cnarge  of  this  work,  -.ihicli  is 
lieing  d.me  wilh  the  advice  of 
Sam  Thomas,  curator  of  i,ocu^l 
t'lrove.  .Mr.  Tlionias  has  nuule 
.several  inspection  trips  to  Ihe 
cabin  and  encouraged  liie  eom- 
jiiiliee  10  conliiuie  the  work. 

The  caretaker  cleaning  uf)  le- 
inarked,  "This  will  be  one  m' 
Ihe  most  beautiful  places  in  the 
slate",  and  it.  is,  indeed.  One 
hundred  years  ago,  there  was 
no  lake,  today  the  grounds  slope 
down  to  the  lovely  Freeman 
Lake,  created  in  the  Valley 
Creek  Watershed  project.  A 
flock  of  ducks  was  viewed  at  a 
distance  adding  to  the  charm  of 
the  old  home,  said  to  be  built 
by  Abraham  Lincoln's  father, 
Thomas  Lincoln,  in  the  early 
1800's. 

Again  the  Hardin  County  His- 
torical Society,  the  Lincoln  ] 
Heritage  House  committee,  civ-' 
ic  clubs  and  many  other  inter- 
ested individuals  and  groups 
will  be  called  upon  for  another 
fund  raising  drive  in  May,  and 
in  the  not  to  distant  future  wq 
may  boast  of  one  of  the  finest 
restoration  projects  and  tour- 
ist attractions  with  a  Kentucky 
heritage  in  the  state. 


The  Lincoln  Heritage  House  north  of  Eliiabettitown,  built  by  Ttiomas  Lincoln,  Abraham's  father, 
is  being  restored  hopefully,  to  its  original  rustic  charm.  Thes*  pictures  were  taken  last  week, 
before  work  began. 


PHOTOS  BY  LAUREL  NEIDIG 

The  Lincoln  Heritage  House,  which  the  Hardin  County  Historical  Society  and  others  hope  becomes 
a  tourist  attraction,  overlooks  Freeman  Lake.  The  House  will  be  open  for  visitors  this  spring. 


HARDIN  THOMAS  LOG  HOUSE  BEING  RESTORED 


By  Mrs.  T.  D.  Winslead 

With  the  restoration  of  the 
Hardin  Tiiomas  log  house  just 
north  of  Ehzabetlito"'n  the  Lin- 
coln Heritage  '!  i  ('<  nmittee 
has  gone  a  In  n  Id  Eliz- 

abethtowr  •  ^  >unty  to 

list  of   ini,  In  his- 

torical sites  .  >  •  . 

Inder  the  >  of  Rufus 

i  denburi  d  Graham  Egcr- 
■*  buildin  lairmen  and  Mrs. 
I  -bur  Teriy,  restorat!.">n  chair- 
n  in,  much  of  the  reston  ion  has 
been  startc  <  n  the  Hardin 
Thomas  hou  the  cai  >enters 
work  of  wh^ci;  was  execL^ed  by 
Thomas  Lincoln,"  the  fatiier  of 
our  16th  president.  Sam  Thomas 
ol  Locust  Grove  sei-ves  as  con- 
sultant to  the  committee.  The  re- 
storation work  is  being  done  by 
Virgil  Cowley  and  Carl  Kepling- 
er. 

A  temporary  roof,  the  most 
pressing  need,  has  been  put  on 
the  entire  house.  All  laths  have 
been  removed  and  most  of  the 
!  clapboards  will  be  taken  off  and 
saved.  All  faulty   log  sleepers 
t'  will  be  removed  and  replaced, 
j  Many  of  the  logs  have  deterioat- 
*  ed   and   to   replace   them,  the 
Sbuilding  chairmen  have  secu»ed'«<9 
sound   logs   from  two   old  log 
houses  formerly  located  on  the 


Reed  farm  on  Valley  Creeli 
Road. 

The  cost  of  the  restoration 
thus  far  has  made  a  large  dent 
in  the  .$2000.00  the  committee 
raised  about  a  year  ago  with  a 
Flea  Market  auction.  Encouraged 
by  the  huge  success  of  that 
undertaking,  the  committee  plans 
a  similar  fund  raising  project. 
The   date  has   been  tentatively 


NEWSphotu  by  J.  C.  Jennings 

set  for  May  18th  and  it  is  hoped 
that  all  civic  groups  in  the  coun- 
t3',  individuals  and  everyone  i.n- 
terestcd  in  preserving  an  im- 
portant and  unique  his'  .  ical 
site  and  promoting  thi  !iest 
source  of  tourist  attraction  in 
Hardin  County  will  join  with 
the  committee  to  make  this  pro- 
ject even  more  successful  than 
the  previous  one. 


Hardin  ooul 


The  Lincoln  (Heritage 
House)  Debate 


By  FAN  GORDON 
Enterprise  StaH  Writer 

111  the  tedious  job  of  dismanll- 
ing  the  Lincoln  Heritage  House, 
two  separate  buildings  were 
discovered  joined  together. 

The  Thomas  brothers,  Sam, 
cui-alor  at  Locust  Grove,  and 
James,  working  on  the  restora- 
tion of  Shakertown,  disagree  as  ^ 
to  which  of  the  buildings  is  the 
I  older.   The   one   building   was  j 
'  originally  one-story  and  a  loll. 
The  other  building  is  a  full  two 
stories.    The    buildings  were 
'joined  with  siding,  and  it  is  be- 
I  lieved   there   was  a  'fireplace 
'  and  cliimney  between  the  two, 
j  as  there  is  a  hearth  box  on  the 
j  lower  level. 

The  upstairs  is  partitioned 
where  the  log  cabins  are  join- 
ed with  a  doorway  between. 
Both  buildings  have  stairways 
to  the  upper  story,  one  in 
much  botler  coiidilioa  than  Uie 
other. 


Research  is  the  answer  to 
many    of    these    construction  j 
questions.    Consequently,  the 
committee  headed  by  Mrs.  Wil- 
bur Terry  is  anxious  to  hear 
from   anyone   acquainted  with 
the  su'ucture  of  the  building  or  j 
any  pictures  or  letters  relating 
to  what  was  known  as  tiie  "old  I 
Thomas  Place".  It  is  believed  I 
and  been  sworn  to  in  docu-| 
merited  evidence  that  Thomas ! 
Lincoln,    father    of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  did  much  of  the  fine  ^ 
inside  finishing  in  the  original ; 
'  cabin.    The  original  fireplace 
was  moved  many  years  ago  and 
is  a  showpiece  in  the  Lincoln 


Room  at  tlie  Fort  Knox  Offi-  ^ 
cers  Club. 

Through  the  coi;peration  of ; 
all  Hardin  County  clubs  and  or- . 
ganii;ations  and  many  interest- 1 
ed  individuals  a  successful  auc- 
tion and  flea  market  was  con- 
ducted last  .■^pnng.  Again  the 
committee  i.s  sponsoring  an 
auction  lo  be  held  Saturday, 
June  8th,  m  the  former  Marion 
Garage  on  N.  Mam  Si. 

It  IS  hoped  ihat  again  every 
civic  minded  citizen  will  con- 
tribute and  work  to  make  the 
Lincoln  Heritage  House  a  tour- 
ist promotion.  Recoiislruclion 
of  the  house  is  scheduled  lo  be 


completed  this  summer. 

Donations  of  salable  articles, 
antiques,  used  furniture,  cloth- 
ing, electrical  appliances,  etc., 
may  be  placed  on  front  lawns 
or  porches  Saturday,  May  25th, 
or  June  1st,  and  a  truck  will 
make  the  rounds  through  the 
city  to  pick  up.  There  will  be 
1  a  responsible  person  at  the 
'  garage  on  those  dates  lo  receive 
articles. 

'  There  will  be  a  tood  booth 
conducted  by  one  organization 
and  donations  of  baked  or  can- 
ned goods  will  be  appreciated. 
Kor  further  information  or  pick- 
up, call  765-4941  or  765-7007. 


W.  BURTON  COWLMY 

ATXOHNEY  AT  LAW 

KLIZABiETHTOWN,  KENTUCKY  42701 


CoiJiK'K  V  Attokkky 
Hardin  CoinsrxT 

COUKTOOirSB 

Tklkph OJCK  T65-6T2© 


July  25,  1969 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  dated  July  23,  1969,  relative  to  the 
Hardin  Thomas  house.   About  two  years  ago  I  made  an  extensive  search 
through  the  deeds  recorded  in  the  Hardin  County  Court  Clerk's  Office 
with  the  hope  of  tracing  the  land  where  the  log  house  is  now  located  back 
to  Hardin  Thomas.   However,  I  ran  into  several  complications  which 
prevented  me  from  doing  this.   Although  we  firmly  feel  that  this  house 
is  the  one  that  was  occupied  by  Hardin  Thomas  and  partially  constructed 
by  Thomas  Lincoln,  we  have  not  been  able  to  prove  it  by  court  records. 
However,  it  is  possible  that  this  may  still  be  done  after  more  research. 

We  appreciate  your  continued  interest  in  Hardin  County  and  Lincoln's 
connections  here. 


Yours  most  sincerely 


W.  Burton  Cowley 


WBC-.kjc 
cc 
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209  Elizabeth  St. 
Elizabethto^^^Jn,  Ky, 
I427OI 

11  Aug.  1969 


Dear  Gerald: 

Your  article  on  the  Hardin  Thomas  house  is  excellent,  you  have 
covered  the  subject  thoroughly. 

As  far  as  I  can  learn  Sam  Thomas  is  a  Ph.  D.,  his  brother,  James, 
is  not.    You  have  them  correctly  placed  as  consultants.    I  believe  eveiy- 
thing  that  has  been  done  to  the  house  so  far,  was  at  Sam's  suggestion. 
He  thinks  the  place  is  so  interesting  he  would  "like  to  have  a  trailer 
and  live  right  by  it  until  it  is  properly  restored",    l^e  can't  afford 
him  often  as  he  charges  ?^7.50  per  hour. 

Burton  Cowley  did  some  research  on  the  deeds  but  seems  to  have 
given  up  on  the  whole  project  and  never  attends  a  committee  meeting. 
There  are  many  others  who  have  done  more  and  I  suggest  that  you  include 
Mrs.  T.  D.  Islnstead,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Pate,  Mrs.  Henrj^  Faurest  and  R.  R. 
Thomas. 

Two  sentences  I  vrrote  you  are  THE  TRUTH  but  probably  should  be 
deleted  from  your  article  as  one  of  the  questions  we  have  to  answer  to 
get  a  loan  or  gift  (?l)  is  what  plans  we  have  for  the  future  use  and 
how  we  plan  to  maintain  it  so  we  shouldn^t  let  it  be  knoim  that  we 
haven't  any  yet.    I  believe  the  sentence  beginning  "No  plans"  and  the 
one  "Then,  too"  should  be  omitted. 

If  it  is  possible  I  would  like  to  have  three  or  four  extra  copies 
of  the  LINCLON  LORE  in  which  this  article  comes  out.    One  for  the  Histori- 
cal Society,  one  to  include  w&th  our  other  papers  and  one  for  our  loan 
application. 

I  really  enjoyed  reading  this  and  look  forward  to  the  LiMCOLN  LORE- 
which  I  always  enjoy. 


Sincerely, 


August  12,  1969 


Mrs.  Margarget  S.  Richerson 
209  Elizabeth  vStreet 
Elizabeth town,  Kentucky  42701 

Dear  I^targaret: 

Many  tlianks  for  sending  back  and  reading  ray  article 
on  tiie  }iardin  Tliaiias  liouse.    Your  notes  .md  svig- 
gestions  are  well  taken  and  I  have  incorporated 
them  into  the  article.    In  otlier  words  I  deleted 
the  two  sentences  in  tlie  last  paragraph  and  added 
tlie  naiaes  of  those  people  who  have  been  raost  active 
in  the  restoration  project. 

Ify  next  problem  is  to  secure  gaod  photographs  of 
tlie  hcMise.    I  wrote  to  J,  C,  Jennings  of  the  HLIZA^ 
BETHTO\VN  NEWS,  for  photographs  but  he  lias  not  answered 
my  letter.    Perhaps  Graham  Egerton  can  get  a  phWio- 
grapher  to  aeike  seme  photographs  for  me. 

I  will  be  happy  to  send  you  extra  copies  of  tiie 
LINCOLN  LO}^.  whicli  will  cont»an  the  article. 

Yours  sincerely. 


R©i/cvrw 


R.  Gerald  ^fc^^rtry 
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The  Hardin  Thomas  House 
"the  joiner's  work  of  which  was  done  by  Thomas  Lincohi" 


Today,  about  one  and  one-half  miles  north  of  Elizabeth- 
town,  Kentucky,  just  off  Highway  31  W,  there  stands  a 
dilapidated  double  log  house  which  was  once  the  home  of 
Hardin  Thomas.  This  ancient  house  has  a  special  signif- 
icance, because  Thomas  Lincoln,  the  father  of  the  Six- 
teenth President,  helped  in  its  construction.  Perhaps  he 
did  not  build  both  of  the  cabins  (they  may  have  been  built 
at  different  times)  or  even  take  part  in  the  heavy  con- 
structional work  of  either  building,  but  certainly  he  con- 
tributed something  toward  making  it  the  fine  home  it 
became  during  the  pioneer  period. 


Samuel  Haycraft,  Jr.,  who  wrote  A  History  of  Eliza- 
bethtown,  Kentucky  And  Its  Surroundings  in  1869,  made 
the  following  statement  on  page  123:  "He  (Hardin  Thom- 
as) lived  in  a  house  rather  better  than  usual  for  that  day, 
the  carpenter's  work  of  which  was  executed  by  Thomas 
Lincoln,  the  father  of  the  late  President,  and  the  most  of 
that  work  is  to  be  seen  at  this  day,  sound  as  a  trout,  al- 
though done  upwards  of  sixty  years  ago." 

In  writing  of  Jack  Thomas,  the  son  of  Hardin  Thomas, 
Haycraft  in  his  history,  on  page  55,  stated  that  "He  was 
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born  on  the  7th  day  of  February,  1790.  His  father  resided 
in  a  house  the  joiner's  work  of  which  was  done  by  Thomas 
Lincoln,  father  of  the  President." 

The  word  "joiner"  is  today  obsolete  in  reference  to 
house  construction;  however,  an  unabridged  dictionary 
gives  the  definition  as  "a  special  artisan  who  finishes  the 
woodwork  for  houses."  In  1821,  Thomas  Lincoln,  while 
a  resident  of  Indiana,  was  responsible  for  the  pulpit, 
window  casings,  and  other  woodwork  of  the  Little  Pigeon 
Baptist  Church,  which  would  certainly  cast  him  in  the 
role  of  a  "joiner." 

As  Jack  Thomas  was  born  in  the  Hardin  Thomas  house 
in  1790,  this  eliminates  Thomas  Lincoln  as  the  builder  of 
the  original  log  cabin  or  double  cabin.  In  1790  Thomas 
Lincoln  (if  he  was  born  in  1776)  was  14  years  old.  If  he 
was  born  in  1778,  as  Abraham  Lincoln  believed,  he  would 
have  been  12  years  old.  This  would  have  been  much  too 
young  for  such  a  task. 

Samuel  Haycraft,  Jr.  in  1869  was  of  the  opinion  that 
the  house  was  "upwards  of  sixty  years"  old,  which  would 
place  the  construction  date  at  about  the  time  of  the  future 
Sixteenth  President's  birth.  Other  local  historians  have 
fixed  the  date  of  the  construction  of  the  house  as  early 
as  1805. 

References  by  Haycraft  to  the  Hardin  Thomas  house 
are  numerous.  In  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Louisville 
Democrat  dated  at  Elizabethtown  on  July  9,  1865,  refer- 
ring to  the  death  of  Jack  Thomas  he  wrote:  "I  have  just 
learned  that  my  old  friend  and  relation  Jack  Thomas, 
Esq.  departed  his  life  at  his  residence  in  Leitchfield, 
Grayson  County,  on  the  5th  day  of  July,  1865.  Jack  Thom- 
as and  myself  commenced  this  world  poor  boys  together 
in  the  early  existence  of  the  state.  He  was  born  on  the 
7th  day  of  February,  1790  near  this  town,  his  father  re- 
sided in  a  house  the  joiner's  work  of  which  was  done  by 
Thomas  Lincoln,  father  of  the  president." 

It  is  of  interest  to  point  out  that  Abraham  Lincoln 
claimed  that  he  was  at  least  faintly  familiar  with  the 
handwriting  of  Jack  Thomas.  In  a  letter  to  Haycraft 
from  Springfield,  Illinois,  dated  May  28,  1860  Lincoln 
wrote:  "...  I  recognized  your  hand-writing,  on  opening 
your  letter,  before  I  saw  the  signature.  My  recollection  is 
that  Ben  Helm  was  first  clerk  (Hardin  County  Court), 
that  you  succeeded  him,  that  Jack  Thomas  and  William 
Farleigh  graduated  in  the  same  office,  and  that  your 
handwritings  were  all  very  similar  —  Am  I  right?"  (See 
Lincoln  Lore  No.  1456). 

The  earliest  date  that  can  be  established  that  Thomas 
Lincoln  was  in  Hardin  County  is  July  13,  1796  when  he 
was  paid  39  shillings  by  Samuel  Haycraft,  Sr.  for  work 
on  an  Elizabethtown  mill  race  and  mill  dam.  Tom  Lincoln 
was  at  that  time  either  nineteen  or  twenty-one  years  of 
age. 

The  names  of  Hardin  Thomas  and  Thomas  Lincoln  are 
linked  together  in  Hardin  County  court  documents.  One 
such  document  is  a  petition  (signed  by  43  people)  for  a 
"road  from  the  River  Ohio  to  the  Court  house  .  .  .  that 
the  road  begin  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  the  mouth  of 
Flippin's  Run  ..."  The  above  document  is  to  be  found 
in  a  bundle  marked  "Road  Petitions  Before  1805"  in  the 
Hardin  County  Court  records.  As  Thomas  Lincoln's  name, 
along  with  the  name  of  Hardin  Thomas,  is  signed  to  this 
petition,  we  can  be  reasonably  assured  that  the  two  men 
were  acquainted. 

Haycraft  provided  a  biographical  sketch  of  Hardin 
Thomas  in  his  history  (pages  122-124)  :  "Among  the  early 
settlers  of  this  town  was  Hardin  Thomas.  He  was  the 
father  of  Jack  Thomas,  Isaac  Thomas,  Jesse  Thomas, 
Miles  H.  Thomas,  Alex  Thomas,  and  of  several  daughters, 
one  of  whom  married  Col.  Jacob  B.  Hayden,  our  present 
Senator. 

"Hardin  Thomas  was  a  man  of  peace.  He  married 
Hetty  Gerrard,  a  daughter  of  really  the  first  Baptist 
preacher  in  Kentucky.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  his  life  was 
not  such  as  to  attract  a  great  deal  of  attention  from  the 
outside  world;  but  he  was  the  'noblest  work  of  God  —  an 
honest  man.'  And  not  only  an  honest  man,  but  was  pos- 
sessed of  a  degree  of  benevolence  rarely  met  with  in  this 
world  of  dollars  and  cents.  His  house  was  a  kind  of  cen- 


tral point  for  the  neighborhood;  and  as  at  that  period, 
when  churches  were  few,  and  religious  services  rather 
poorly  attended  to,  a  little  visiting  and  good  eating  on  the 
Sabbath  day  was  not  looked  upon  as  at  this  day;  on  the 
contrary  the  folks  worked  all  the  week  and  considered 
that  resting  on  the  Sabbath  consisted  in  visiting  friends, 
having  social  chats,  and  a  good  share  of  table  indulgences. 
So  whether  Hardin  Thomas  and  Cousin  Hetty  preferred 
it  or  not,  the  Sabbath  was  not  only  a  day  of  rest  to  them, 
but  rather  a  day  of  labor.  The  neighbors  and  young  folks 
poured  in  every  Sabbath,  or  nearly  so.  I  have  often  been 
one  of  them,  and  partook  of  the  hospitalities  of  the  united 
head  of  the  family;  and  those  hospitalities  were  not  ex- 
tended with  a  stinted  or  grudging  hand,  but  flowed  boun- 
tifully from  their  diligent  hands  and  generous  hearts. 

"And  these  Sunday  doings  were  not  all.  But  if  a  pen- 
niless man  or  woman  sick,  afflicted  or  distressed,  passed 
through  our  country,  they  invariable  dropped  in  to  Hardin 
Thomas'  and  were  there  nursed,  fed  and  lodged  and  kindly 
treated.  And  if  you  have  been  inclined  to  insult  Hardin 
Thomas  or  his  wife  let  one  of  these  unfortunates  ask  them 
what  was  to  pay  for  board,  etc. 

"Everybody  loved  Hardin  Thomas  and  his  wife.  He 
was  very  popular,  but  never  had  any  political  aspirations 
or  thirst  for  office.  I  once  heard  a  man  ask  Hardin  Thom- 
as why  he  did  not  offer  for  the  Legislature.  His  reply  was 
that  he  'would  as  soon  be  found  with  a  sheep  on  his 
back'  .  .  . 

"Hardin  Thomas  was  a  man  of  portly  form  and  a  pleas- 
ant countenance  —  just  such  a  one  as  was  comfortable 
to  look  at,  and  was  a  complete  index  of  the  inner  man; 
but  many  years  since  he  and  his  good  wife  have  finished 
their  courses  and  gone  to  their  reward.  His  mother  was 
a  Hardin,  the  daughter  of  John  Hardin,  who  was  a  broth- 
er of  the  old  original  Mark  Hardin,  of  George's  Creek, 
Pennsylvania.  His  father  was  named  Owen  Thomas;  he 
was  the  brother  of  Gen.  John  Thomas,  who  commanded 
the  Kentucky  troops  under  Gen.  Jackson  at  the  battle  of 
New  Orleans  .  .  . 

"One  peculiarity  more  of  Hardin  Thomas  I  will  name. 
He  was  so  honest  himself  that  he  was  unsuspicious  of 
others.  And  although  he  lived  upon  a  public  road  leading 
from  Louisville  to  Nashville,  he  trusted  all  to  luck;  had 
no  lock  to  his  house,  or  desk,  or  smoke  house,  or  corncrib. 
I  heard  him  myself  say  that  there  was  not  a  lock  about 
his  house.  And  singular  as  it  may  be,  I  never  heard  of 
his  losing  anything  by  theft  .  .  ." 

Haycraft  stated  that  Hardin  Thomas  was  "a  man  of 
peace."  However,  there  is  to  be  found  in  the  Hardin 
County  Court  Order  Book  A  (August  term  1800  to  June 
Term  1801)  a  list  of  twenty-five  frontiersmen  from  Hardin 
County  who  fought  with  General  George  Rogers  Clark, 
and  Hardin  Thomas  was  one  of  them.  These  men  went 
through  the  hardships  of  war,  ice,  overflowing  rivers,  and 
hunger  to  make  a  vital  contribution  to  our  nation's  inde- 
pendence and  to  the  settlement  of  Kentucky.  As  Clark's 
men  were  never  fully  compensated  by  either  Vii'ginia  or 
the  United  States,  the  twenty-five  soldiers  twenty-three 
years  after  the  expedition  against  the  Wabash  Indians,  as 
they  called  it  in  Kentucky,  petitioned  the  Hardin  County 
Court  for  reimbursement.  They  asked  from  1  pound,  15 
shillings  and  2  pence  to  varying  amounts  up  to  18  pounds, 
depending  upon  the  services  rendered.  Hardin  Thomas 
and  the  remaining  twenty-four  men  were  all  able  to  pro- 
duce satisfactory  proof  that  they  fought  with  General 
Clark. 

As  to  Thomas  Lincoln's  building  activities,  there  is 
documentary  proof  that  he  followed  the  carpenter's  trade 
in  Elizabethtown.  This  is  revealed  in  the  details  of  the 
Geoghegan-Lincoln  suit.  Lincoln  not  long  after  his  mar- 
riage to  Nancy  Hanks  (1806)  made  a  contract  to  hew 
enough  logs  to  erect  a  mill.  Lincoln,  historians  like  to  be- 
lieve, fulfilled  his  part  of  the  contract  but  Geoghegan 
claimed  the  work  was  not  done  according  to  specifications. 
Lincoln  brought  suit  against  Geoghegan  in  a  magistrate's 
court  on  March  25,  1807.  Lincoln  won  the  suit.  The  judg- 
ment was  for  four  pounds  and  nine  shillings  and  the  cost 
of  the  trial  amounted  to  four  shillings  and  six  pence  plus 
the  cost  of  the  appeal. 

Another  entry  in  Haycraft's  history  (page  74)  would 
indicate  that  the  father  of  the  President  constructed  the 
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house  in  which  he  lived  in  Elizabethtown :  "After  this 
time  (turn  of  the  century)  similar  buildings  were  erected 
by  George  Berry,  Jacob  Bruner,  Samuel  Patton,  Mrs. 
Jane  Ewin,  Mrs.  Boling,  Mrs.  Llewellyn,  Thomas  Lincoln 
(father  of  the  President),  James  Crutcher,  Asa  Coombs, 
Thomas  Davis,  Henry  Ewin,  James  Love  and  David 
Vance." 

Because  Thomas  Lincoln  was  a  skilled  cabinetmaker  or 
joiner,  it  has  been  asserted  by  some  that  he  would  not 
have  built  the  Hardin  Thomas  house,  except  the  finished 
woodwork.  Perhaps  he  did  both.  His  carpenter's  work 
ranged  all  the  way  from  Geoghegan's  mill  to  the  beauti- 
ful mantelpiece  (from  the  Hardin  Thomas  house)  now 
located  in  the  Lincoln  Room  of  the  Armor  Center  Officer's 
Open  Mess  at  Fort  Knox,  Kentucky. 

The  Hardin  Thomas  mantelpiece  (probably  made  of 
pine)  was  secured  in  the  fall  of  1919  when  Camp  Knox 
was  under  construction.  Major  William  Radcliff"e,  a  con- 
struction quartermaster,  lived  with  his  family  for  a  time 
in  Elizabethtown  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  J.  F.  Albert,  a 
great  grand-daughter  of  Hardin  Thomas.  From  Mrs. 
Albert,  Major  Radcliffe  learned  of  the  Hardin  Thomas 
house  and  from  Mr.  B.  F.  Jenkins  (at  the  time  the  owner) 
he  secured  for  the  United  States  Government  the  Thomas 
Lincoln  mantelpiece,  which  he  installed  in  a  building  then 
called  "The  Hostess  House"  at  the  army  post.  (See 
Lincoln  Lore  No.  1512) 

Little  public  attention  was  paid  to  the  log  house  after 
1919  because  it  was  in  the  hands  of  a  private  owner  and 
was  occupied  by  tenants.  Long  neglected,  it  fell  into  a  bad 
state  of  repair.  Sometime  during  its  interesting  history 
it  had  been  covered  with  clapboard,  but  time  and  the 
elements  allowed  the  massive  logs  to  show  through  m 
several  places  where  the  modern  covering  had  broken 
away.  Today  most  of  the  siding  has  been  ripped  off,  ex- 
posing the  huge  logs  of  the  original  house.  Those  logs 
which  have  disintegrated  are  to  be  replaced  with  sound 
ones  taken  from  another  cabin  on  the  old  Reed  farm  on 
the  Valley  Creek  road. 

A  temporary  roof  has  been  built  over  the  entire  struc- 
ture. In  the  laying  of  the  new  roof,  it  was  discovered  that 
part  of  the  old  wooden  shingles  had  been  secured  with 
pegs.  In  addition,  to  the  work  mentioned,  all  of  the  laths 
on  the  interior,  which  are  not  a  part  of  the  original  struc- 
ture, have  been  removed. 

This  partial  restoration  has  come  about  because  the 
land  on  which  the  Hardin  Thomas  house  stands  has  be- 
come a  part  of  the  Valley  Creek  watershed  which  pro- 
vides the  City  of  Elizabethtown  with  water  storage,  flood 
control  and  recreation  facilities. 

Meanwhile,  considerable  research  has  been  underway. 
Efforts  to  trace  the  original  deeds  back  to  Hardin  Thomas 
have  been  undertaken.  Unfortunately,  several  complica- 
tions have  prevented  this  approach  from  being  success- 
ful ;  however,  it  is  possible  that  this  may  still  be  done  af- 
ter more  research.  Then  there  is  the  question  as  to  which 
is  the  original  structure  of  the  double  house,  and  of 
course  the  interior  woodwork  has  been  carefully  studied 
(it  is  not  of  an  exceptional  quality  except  for  the  Fort 
Knox  mantelpiece)  because  it  is  undoubtedly  the  handi- 
work of  Thomas  Lincoln. 

The  log  building  has  also  been  carefully  examined  by 
experts  who  have  worked  on  other  restoration  projects; 
namely,  the  Thomas  brothers  (no  relation).  Dr.  Samuel 
W.  Thomas  is  the  resident  curator  of  "Locust  Grove" 
near  Louisville,  Kentucky,  (the  restored  home  of  George 
Rogers  Clark)  and  his  brother  James  is  presently  working 
on  the  restoration  of  Shakertown.  They  disagree  as  to 
which  of  the  buildings  of  the  double  house  is  the  older. 

Apparently,  one  building,  likely  the  first,  was  originally 
one-story  with  a  loft.  The  other  building  is  a  full  two- 
story  structure.  The  buildings  were  joined  with  siding, 
and  it  is  believed  there  was  a  fireplace  and  chimney  be- 
tween the  two  as  there  is  a  hearth  box  on  the  lower  level. 
The  upstairs  is  partitioned  and  the  log  buildings  are 
joined  with  a  doorway  between.  Both  buildings  have  stair- 
ways to  the  upper  floors,  one  of  which  is  in  a  much 
better  condition  than  the  other. 


Many  Elizabethtown  people  have  been  engaged  in  the 
restoration  of  this  building  (now  known  as  the  Lincoln 
Heritage  House),  and  those  taking  a  leading  role  have 
been  Graham  Egerton,  Mrs.  Wilbur  Terry,  Rufus  Bran- 
denburg, W.  Burton  Cowley,  Mrs.  T.  D.  Winstead,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Pate,  Mrs.  Henry  Faurest,  R.  R.  Thomas,  and 
Mrs.  M.  S.  Richerson.  Virgil  Cowley  has  served  as  the 
foreman  of  the  project,  working  under  the  direction  and 
with  the  advice  of  Dr.  Sam  Thomas,  and  assisted  by  Carl 
Keplinger. 

In  addition  to  their  interest  in  the  town's  early  history, 
the  local  people  are  further  motivated  by  the  beauty  of 
the  rustic  home  site.  Today  the  ground  slopes  down  from 
the  Thomas  house  to  Freeman's  Lake,  which  has  been 
created  by  the  Valley  Creek  Watershed  project.  Occa- 
sionally, at  the  right  season  of  the  year,  a  flock  of  wild 
ducks  can  be  seen  adding  charm  to  an  ancient  setting. 

There  is  also  an  old  family  cemetery  nearby  to  enhance 
the  pioneer  environment.  Many  of  the  original  tombstones 
have  crumbled  away.  About  five  stones  bear  legible  in- 
scriptions indicating  burials  of  Thomases  and  Millers  in 
the  1830s  and  1840s.  Perhaps  extensive  research  will 
eventually  be  undertaken  to  identify  these  dead  and  to 
restore  the  old  graveyard  to  its  former  condition.  It  is 
of  particular  interest  to  mention  that  Confederate  Ben 
Hardin  Helm,  the  brother-in-law  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
lies  buried  only  a  short  distance  from  the  Thomas  house 
and  the  pioneer  cemetery. 

If  the  double  sections  of  the  house  were  constructed 
at  different  times,  perhaps  that  would  vindicate  Hay- 
craft's  claim  that  Thomas  Lincoln  did  the  "carpenter's 
work"  and  at  the  same  time  allow  descendants  of  Hardin 
Thomas  to  maintain  that  Jack  Thomas  was  born  in  the 
cabin  home  in  1790. 

One  point  on  which  Elizabethtown  citizens  are  certain 
is  that  Thomas  Lincoln  did  the  interior  "joiner's  work" 
for  Hardin  Thomas. 

What  a  fortunate  and  remarkable  thing  it  is  that  a 
house  which  Thomas  Lincoln  helped  to  build  is  still  stand- 
ing, that  it  is  in  the  process  of  restoration,  that  it  is  well 
above  the  flood  area  of  Freeman's  Lake,  that  it  is  located 
on  public  land,  that  it  is  near  an  important  highway  and 
that  it  is  located  in  the  Lincoln  Country  of  Kentucky. 

On  the  other  hand,  all  is  not  well  with  this  restoration 
project.  The  log  house  is  now  just  a  shell  and  all  the 
interior  woodwork,  except  for  the  two  stairways,  is  gone. 
No  additional  money  in  the  forseeable  future  is  available 
for  further  restoration.  The  fate  of  this  historic  house 
hangs  in  the  balance.  Will  the  people  of  Elizabethtown 
and  Hardin  County  take  the  necessary  steps  to  preserve 
it? 


Phot'niniph  Coiiilrsii  oi  Mis.  M.  S.  }:irhcr-ion 

View  of  the  Hardin  Thomas  house  before  any  restoration 
work  had  begun. 
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History  of  the  Tinsley  Building 

(Continued  from  the  September  issue) 
October  17,  18i9 

The  Post  Office  was  removed  from  building-  to  John 
William's  new  building  on  4th  Street  nearly  opposite  the 
store  of  Hickox  Brothers.  Two  postmasters  served  in  the 
building-.  G.  W.  Spottswood  served  as  postmaster  from 
August  1841  to  November  1844,  and  Jonathan  R.  Diller 
served  from  1844  to  1849. 

Noveviber  22,  1850 

William  Peacocke's  grocery  moved  into  old  Post  Office 
room  in  building. 

June  7,  1850 

S.  M.  Tinsley  sold  building  to  Philip  C.  Johnson. 
April  28,  1851 

E.  D.  Taylor  purchased  stock  of  S.  M.  Tinsley.  This  was 
the  store  Tinsley  had  in  west  half  of  building.  Taylor 
was  partner  of  Hurst  &  Taylor  in  corner  room. 

May  16,  1851 

William  Peacocke  offered  for  rent  the  old  post  office 
room  and  the  second  and  third  story  of  the  west  half 
of  the  building  which  was  lately  occupied  by  S.  M. 
Tinsley. 

June  19,  1851 

An  advertisement  in  the  Register  indicated  that  Peacocke 
moved  from  the  Tinsley  Building. 

August  9,  1851 

Tinsley  offered  for  rent  the  store  room  vacated  by  Pea- 
cocke. 

February  2i,  1852 

Journal  carried  advertisement  that  new  firm  of  Pheasant 
&  Pritchard  had  rented  room  vacated  by  Peacocke. 

October  1,  1852 

Lincoln  &  Herndon  office  over  McGraw  &  Buchanan  store 
west  side  of  square  vacated  by  W.  L  Ferguson,  attorney. 
Daily  Register  reported  that  Ferguson  left  for  permanent 
residence  in  Texas  September  25,  1852.  (Register,  Sep- 
tember 27  1852)  Location  of  Lincoln  &  Herndon  law 
office  between  August  23,  1849  when  still  in  the  Tinsley 
Building  and  this  location  is  not  definitely  known. 

April  1,  1853 

The  Register  in  statements  dated  April  1  and  19,  an- 
nounced the  formation  of  a  new  mercantile  firm,  Yates 
Smith  &  Co.  at  the  old  stand  of  Pheasant  &  Pritchard 
in  the  Tinsley  Building.  C.  M.  Smith  was  Lincoln's 
brother-in-law. 

April  7,  1853 

American  Express  Co.  with  S.  M.  Tinsley  as  agent  was 
located  over  Hurst  &  Taylor  (corner  store)  but  whether 
second  or  third  floor  is  not  known. 

August  17,  1855 

A.  C.  Dickens,  U.S.  Marshal,  announced  the  renting  of 
the  second  floor  of  Logan  Building  (northeast  corner  of 
the  square)  thus  moving  the  federal  courts  out  of  the 
Tinsley  Building. 

May  22,  185 J, 

Philip  A.  Johnson  et  al  sold  building  to  James  A.  Barrett. 
May  28,  1856 

Barrett  sold  ea-st  half  of  building  to  Charles  W^  Matheny. 
The  complete  text  of  the  deed  recorded  that  Yates  & 
Smith  occupied  the  building  next  door  west  and  back  of 
building  which  had  been  the  Post  Office  until  October, 
1849. 

February,  1858 

Hur.st  &  Matheny  formed  partnership.  Matheny  owned 
building  where  Hurst  had  store  for  many  years.  The 
firm  became  Matheny  &  Company. 

1866 

J.  H.  Matheny  &  Whithurst,  lawyers,  had  office  in  build- 
jjng.  Structure  was  called  Matheny  Building. 


1868 

John  Bressmer  took  over  store  of  Matheny  &  Co. 

1868-1875 

Matheny  &  McGuire,  lawyers,  had  office  in  building. 

1871 

C.  M.  Smith  razed  the  west  half  of  the  Tinsley  Building 
and  also  the  next  two  store  buildings  (Butler  Brothers) 
and  built  "Smith's  Block."  The  room  nearest  the  corner 
was  occupied  by  Roberts  &  Co.  The  next  area  by  T.  S. 
Little  and  the  third  room  by  C.  M.  Smith  &  Co.  The 
original  old  post  office  room  in  the  Tinsley  buildmg  which 
fronted  on  Sixth  Street  was  connected  in  the  back  of 
Smith's  new  store.  (See  Journal  January  1,  1873,  Febru- 
ary 2,  1873  and  January  1,  1875) 

November  13,  1872 

C.  M.  Smith  &  Co.  moved  into  their  new  building. 

1882 

Frank  Burnett,  lawyer,  had  office  in  building. 

1882-19H 

The  Farmers  National  Bank  occupied  first  floor.  The 
bank  was  organized  in  the  office  of  Isaac  Keys  on  May  2, 
1882  (See  Journal,  May  3,  1882) 

188 If  Directory 

Offices  over  the  Farmers  National  Bank  were  rented  to 
W.  H.  Colley,  R.  M.  S.  Crook,  C.  P.  Kane  (Rooms  3  & 
4)  and  S.  D.  Scholes. 

1882-1886 

Bluford  Wilson  &  Frank  H.  Jones,  attorneys,  had  office 
in  building. 

189  If 

R.  H.  McAnulty,  lawyer,  had  office  in  building. 

19H. 

After  the  Farmers  National  Bank  moved  out  of  the 
building  in  1914,  its  space  was  rented  for  mercantile 
businesses.  For  many  years  and  until  restoration  there 
was  a  shoe  store.  The  second  floor  space  seems  to  have 
always  been  rented  for  law  offices.  However,  only  one  law 
office  was  left  when  restoration  started;  the  rest  were 
vacant.  The  third  floor  was  occupied  for  the  last  72  years 
by  Murray  S.  Hanes  and  his  father,  S.  J.  Hanes,  who 
were  architects. 

February  16,  1967 

The  building  was  purchased  and  restored  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  E.  Myers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  B.  Axtoby 
and  Mrs.  H.  B.  Bartholf. 

1968 

The  restored  Tinsley  Building  was  opened  in  the  fall  to 
the  public.  There  was  no  formal  opening.  The  only  liter- 
ature available  concerning  the  restored  structure  refers 
to  it  as  The  Lincoln-Herndon  Building. 


CORRECTION 


The  statement  is  made  in  the  September,  1969  issue 
on  page  2,  first  column,  line  three,  that  "Herndon  had 
been  a  law  student  in  the  Logan  &   Herndon  office. 
This  law  firm  should  have  been  Logan  &  Lincoln. 


Unique  Honor 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  "justifiably  lauded  at  a  Demo- 
cratic political  function  (February  12,  1968)  in  Spokane 

.  .  and  then  awarded  an  honorary  membership  in  the 
Democratic  party." 


The  Union  ladies  of  the  interior  of  Kentucky  are  having 
Bell  and  Everett  printed  on  their  bonnet  strings.  Per 
contra  the  republican  ladies  West  are  having  pictures  of 
Lincoln  on  their  bonnet  strings,  as  an  offset  to  the  Ken- 
tucky ladies. 

Boston  Advertiser  (August  17,  1860) 
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$30,000  Sought 


Drive  Renewed  to  Restore 
Lincoln   Heritage  House 


By  GEORGE  WRIGHT 

Elizabethtown  and  Hardin 
County,  woefully  short  on  his- 
torical tourist  attractions,  can 
offer  visitors  something  special 
in  a  year  or  two  if  a  fund  drive 
planned  by  Lincoln  Heritage 
House,  Inc.  proves  successful. 

The  Lincoln  Heritage  group, 
headed  by  Mrs.  Reba  Mae  Ter- 
ry, took  the  first  steps  last 
week  to  raise  $30,000  in  local 
contributions  in  a  renewal  ef- 
fort to  help  restore  a  dilapidat- 
ed double  log  house  near  the 
shore  of  Freeman  Lake  in 
which  Abraham  Lincoln's  fath- 
er is  said  to  have  done  the 
"joiner's  work." 

The  U.  S.  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Develop- 
ment recently  approved  a  grant 
of  $26,600  for  restoration  of  the 
house,  but  before  the  federal 
money  is  turned  loose  for  the 
project  it  must  be  matched 
locally.  The  offer  is  good  for 
one  year. 

Lincoln  Heritage  House,  Inc., 
formed  in  1967  to  restore  the 
log  structure  and  make  it  a 
part  of  the  park  being  develop- 
ed around  Freeman  Lake,  ap- 
plied for  the  grant  through  the 
City  of  Elizabethtown. 

At  a  meeting  Saturday  morn- 
ing at  the  court  house,  the  Lin- 
coln group  began  organizing 
for  the  fund-raising  campaign, 


to  be  kicked  off  soon.  County 
Judge  R.  R.  Thomas  and  Rufus 
Brandenburg  agreed  to  be  re- 
sponsible for  business  solicita- 
tions, and  Bill  Swope  is  head- 
ing the  drive  for  donations  from 
industries.  Mrs.  T.  D.  Winstead 
is  drive  chairman  for  women's 
organizations.  The  complete  or- 
ganization for  the  campaign 
will  be  announced  soon. 

Elizabethtown  Mayor  James 
R.  Pritchard  pledged  the  city's 
support  to  the  project  Saturday 
morning,  but  no  city  money  is 
available  for  the  campaign. 
However,  the  city  is  contribut- 
ing much  to  development  of 
the  Freeman  Creek  recreation 
aera.  This  is  part  of  the  Valley 
Creek  Watershed  project  which 
is  being  financed  jointly  by  the 
the  city  and  the  U.  S.  Soil  Con- 
servation Service. 

If  the  fund  campaign  is  suc- 
cessful, the  painstaking  task  of 
restoring  the  structures  built  in 
Elizabethtown's  pioneer  days 
presumably  will  begin  next 
year. 

"This  ancient  house  has  a 
special  significance,  because 
Thomas  Lincoln,  the  father  of 
the  Sixteenth  President,  helped 
in  its  construction,"  stated  Lin- 
coln expert  Dr.  R.  Gerald  Mc- 
Murtry  in  a  Lincoln  Lore  arti- 
cle last  fall.  "Perhaps  he  did 
not  build  both  of  the  cabins 


(they  may  have  been  built  at 
different  times)  or  even  take 
part  in  the  heavy  construction- 
al work  of  either  building,"  the 
article  continued,  "but  certin- 
ly  he  contributed  something  to- 
ward making  it  the  fine  home 
it  became  during  the  pioneer 
period." 

The  house  in  those  days  was 
the  home  of  Hardin  Thomas. 
There  were  two  log  cabins  later 
joined  with  siding. 

Dr.  McMurty  quoted  from 
Samuel  Haycraft,  Jr.'s  "A  His- 
tory of  Elizabethtown  and  Its 
Surroundings",  written  in  1869: 
"He  (Hardin  Thomas)  lived  in 
a  house  rather  better  than  us- 
ual for  that  day,  the  carpenter's 
work  of  which  was  executed  by 
Thomas  Lincoln,  the  father  of 
the  late  President,  and  the  most 
of  that  work  is  to  be  seen  at 
this  day,  sound  as  a  trout,  al- 
though done  upwards  of  sixty 
years  ago." 

In  writing  of  Jack  Thomas, 
son  of  Hardin  Thomas,  Hay- 
craft  in  his  history  stated  that 
"He  was  born  on  the  7th  day  of 
February,  1790.  His  father  re- 
sided in  a  house  the  joiner's 
work  of  which  was  done  by 
Thomas  Lincoln,  father  of  the 
President." 

Dr.  McMurtry  explains  that 
the  word  joiner  is  obsolete  to- 
day in  reference  to  house  con- 


struction. However,  he  said  an 
unabridged  dictionary  gives  the 
definition  as  a  "special  artisan 
who  finishes  the  woodwork  for 
houses." 

Dr.  McMurtry  says  that  in 
1821,  "Thomas  Lincoln,  while 
a  resident  of  Indiana,  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  pulpit,  window 
casings,  and  other  woodwork 
of  the  Little  Pigeon  Baptist 
Church,  which  would  certainly 
cast  him  in  the  role  of  a  'join- 
er.' " 

The  house  here  was  neglect- 
ed for  many  years  and  fell  into 
a  bad  state  of  repair. 

Restoration  was  started  a- 
bout  three  years  ago  after  the 
city  acquired  the  land  off  North 
Dixie  for  Freeman  Lake  and 
Lincoln  Heritage  House,  Inc. 
was  organized.  However,  avail- 
able money  was  soon  exhaust- 
ed, and  the  log  house  is  now 
just  a  shell. 

Several  local  people  had  vis- 
ions of  an  amphitheatre  being 
built,  with  the  lake  as  a  back- 
rop,  in  connection  with  the  Lin- 
coln Heritage  House  and  a  play 
about  Abraham  Lincoln  pre- 
sented during  the  summer 
months. 

Perhaps  it  will  all  come  a- 
bout,  provided  the  people  of 
Elizabethtown  and  Hardin 
County  are  interested  enough 
to  open  their  pocketbooks. 
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Artist's  View  of  Lincoln  Heritage  House 


According  to  plans  being  prepared  by  architects  R.  L  Meek  and  K.  D.  Mock  this  is  what  the 
Lincoln  Heritage  House  will  look  like  after  restoration  on  Freeman  Lake.  Lincoln  Heritage  House, 
Inc.  is  spearheading  the  restoration  project.  Historians  say  Thomas  Lincoln,  Abraham  Lincoln  s 
father,  did  the  joiner's  work  in  the  log  house  which  has  stood  in  disrepair  for  years. 
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Restoration  Project 

Work  Has  Begun  on  Restoring  Heritage  House 


After  more  than  five  years 
of  planning  and  fund-raising, 
work  has  begun  on  restora- 
tion of  the  Lincoln  Heritage 
House  on  the  shore  of  Freeman 
Lal<e. 

Local  contractor  Walter  Comp- 
ton  started  the  project  the  first 
of  this  month.  I^e  larger  of  die 
two  log  structures  comprising 


the  house  is  being  dismantled 
and  the  logs  run  through  a 
preserving  process.  A  concrete 
foundation  will  be  poured.  It 
is  hoped  .the  smaller  building 
will  noit  have  to  be  dismantled. 

Mrs.  Reba  Mae  Terry,  chair- 
man of  Lincoln  HeriUge  House, 
Inc.,  the  group  which  has  spear- 
headed the  drive  to  establish 


the  tourist  attraction  in  Eliza- 
bethtown, said  the  target  date 
for  completing  restoration  is 
the  fall  of  1972. 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Hous- 
ing and  Urban  Development 
(HUD)  is  matching  local  funds 
on  a  50-50  basis  to  pay  for 
restoration  of  'the  building  in 
which  Abraham  Lincoto's  fath- 


er Thomas  Lincoln,  is  said  to 
have  done  the  joiner's  work  in 
the  early  1800' s.  Mrs.  Terry 
said  her  group  hopes  to  hold 
the  itotal  cost  to  $35,000.  The 
federal  government  will  pro- 
vide as  much  as  $26,000  for  the 
project. 

group  is  planning  at  least  two 
Ld-raising  projects  next  year. 

Hutus  Brandenburg  is  build- 
ing chairman,  and  R.  L.  Meek 

is  the  architect. 

The  idea  of  restoring  the 
dilapidated  double  log  house 
and  making  it  a  tourist  attrac- 
tion came  from  the  Hardin 
County  Historical  Society  some 
five  years  ago. 

Lincoln  Heritage  House,  Inc., 
formed  m  1967  to  restore  the 
structure  and  make  it  a 
of  the  Freeman  Lake 
applied  for  a  federal 
grant  through  the  City  of  E Uz- 
ahahtown.  With  the  aid  of  the 
Lincohi  Trail  Economic  De- 
velopment District,  the  grant 
was  obtained  last  year- 

-This  ancient  house  has  a 
.special   sigmficance.  because 


log 
part 
park, 
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Thomas  Lincoln,  the  f.iher 
the  Sixteenth  President,  helped 
in    its    construction,'  '  staUU 
Abraham  Lincoln  expert  Ur. 
K  Gerald  McMurlry  in  a  Lin- 
coln Lore  article  in  the  fall  of 
iwa  ■■Perhaps  he  did  not  build 
both 'of  the  cabins  t they  may 
have  been  built  at  dif teren 
times)  or  even  take  part  in  the 
heavy  coastructional  work  u£ 
either  building"  the  article  con- 
tinued, -but  certainly  he  con- 
,.b.,ed     something  tow^nd 
making  U  the  fine  home  it  be- 
came during  th?  pionecr  pei- 

'°The  house  in  those  days  was 
^he  home  of  Hardin  Thomas. 


Ghosts  of  To.  Lincoln  arise  as  Bob  Ter.y  works  on  a  .09  V^ir^^^^l^^^'^Thl'lor  a"ri'.in9 

^;.^^:d;w^^^^nJb^^rani^r.r;'?ore^^  »•  '^'^ 

they  «r»  sent  back,  they  will  be  reconstructed.  


Dr.  McMurtry  explains  that 
the  word  joiner  i3  obsolete  to- 
day in  reference  to  house  con- 
struction. However,  he  said  an 
unabridged  dictionary  .^ives 
the  definition  as  a  "special 
artisan  who  finishes  ihe  .vood- 
work  for  houses." 


The  house  here  was  neglect- 
ed for  many  years  and  fell  into 
a  bad  slate  of  repair.. 


Restoration  '.vas  started  about 
four  years  ago  after  the  city 
acquired  the  land  off  North 
Di.xie  for  Freeman  Lake  and 
Lincoln  Heritage  House,  Inc. 
was  organized.  However,  avail- 
able money  was  soon  cchaust- 
ed. 


Artist's  view  of  the  Lincoln  Heritage  House  which  is  being  re- 
So  ed  OS  o  tourist  ottroction  on  Freeman  Lake    Work  star  ed 
he  first  of  November.   The  main  house  ,s  being  dismantled 


and  the  logs  subjected  to  a  preserving  process. 
R.  L.  Meek. 


Architect  was 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Rineyville,  Ky. 
Sept.  9,  1972 


Dear  Dr.  McMurtry:  Tk^r.^^! 

I  received  the  two  photo  copies  of  Harden  Thomas 
sianature  which  we  are  so  glad  to  receive.     Items  such 
as  these  signatures,  after  we  have  them  properly  framed, 

11  !hh  mu?h  to  the  interior  of  the  Lincoln  Heritage 
H;    ele  tuL.    lull  you  so  very  .uch  for  sending  them. 
"        Believe  I  told  you  Mr.  Adin  Baber  has  Pe/-"^^ 
Tilinois  Historical  Society  to  make  a  copy  of  the  Nancy 

;:ue'   ,-cture  wh^h  we  plan  '°  P]-^^  -"^^^^.'^ 
"so  called"  photo  of  Thoraas  Lincoln  {  had  it  cop  ed  some 
time  aQO  from  the  Stefan  Lorant  book  in  Hodgenville  l,b- 
rlrv)  in  the  cabin.    Since  we  wi 1 1  use  the  prepared  cap- 
ton  o    the  Nancy  Hanks  photo  feel  we 

a  caption  on  the  Thomas  Lincoln  photo  with  brief  explan 
M^n  on  it  as  set  out  In  the  brochure  you  sent  me,  and 

°so       ^k^ou  very  much  for  the  brochure.    Was  very  g  ad 
to  get  *  *  "  was  published  before  1  started  receiving 

"''""Ive'°you";een  any  of  the  paintings  of  Dr.  Robert  T 
rlaaett    o^e  of  our  local  dentists  who  is  f rom  Lei  tchf 1  el d 

Ft    Knox  to  see  the  Thomas  Lincoln  mantel,  and  I  think 
l:;h'ort"e    aintings  are  very  good     They  wi  th  otKer  of 
the  historical  paintings  are  on  display  at  the  Helmwo 
Branch  of  the  First  Hardin  National  Bank  and  if  they  are 

:rg;ve^reV^afn:in;l'io-"e;rced  fn  ?he    !h  e 
^-A^^^^^l^'^^y  -^n^?^?s«K^-^^c'ol^n 


helped  build  this  is  on  commission  from  a  member 

of  the  family  now  living  in  Tyler,  Texas. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  interest  in  our  projcet 

which  is  nearing  completion  Dr.  Tapp,  of  the  State 

Historical  Society  has  promised  to  spotlight  the 
house  with  story  in  an  issue  of  the  Kentucky  Histor- 
ical Register  when  house  is  finished. 


Sincere! 
Mrs.  Thos  .D  .V^i  nstead 
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New  Tourist  Attraction 

Lincoln  Heritage  House  to  Open  in  the  Spring 


Elizabeihtown's  newest  tour- 
ist attraction,  the  Lincoln  Her- 
itage House  on  the  shore  of 
Freeman  Lake,  will  open  to 
Uie  public  this  spring. 

With  restoration  of  the 
double  log  house,  where  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  father,  Thomas 
Lincoln,  is  said  to  have  done 
the  joiner's  work  in  the  early 
1300s,  going  into  its  final 
stages,  Mayor  James  R.  Prit- 
chard  has  appointed  these  per- 
sons to  a  board  of  trustees  to 
oversee  the  Lincoln  Ilerilage 
House: 

Mrs.  Margaret  Richcrson, 
Mrs.  T.  D.  Wmstead,  Mrs.  L. 
A.  Faurest,  Mrs.  Henry  Faur- 
est,  Mrs.  Lee  Grain,  Mrs.  Wii- 


Restoration  of  the  Lincoln  Her 
The  house,  in  which  Abraham 
eri'  work  in  the  early  1800s, 

bur  Terry,  Miss  Louise  Patter- 
son, Miss  Lottie  Miller. 

Rufus  Brandenburg,  County 
Judge  R.  R.  Thomas,  Ed  Sha- 
heen,  Mrs.  Bill  Schmidt,  Mrs. 
Byron  Pirlle,  Ed  Sanders, 
Mrs.  E.  G.  Sprague,  Mrs. 
Sej'mour  Goodman  and  Robert 
Clagett. 

Ex-officio  members  are  May- 
or Pritchard,  Superintendent 
of  Parks  George  Searles  and 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ann  Pate,  pres- 
ident of  the  Hardin  County  His- 
torical Society. 

Some  six  years  ago  the  Har- 
din County  Historical  Society 
had  a  vision  of  restoring  the 
last  Lincoln  link  left  in  Hardin 
County.  It  was  a  cabin  built 
around  1789,  the  home  of  Har- 
din Thomas  and  his  wife,  Me- 
hetabel  Gerrard  Thomas,  pio- 
neer settlers  in  Hardin  Coun- 
ty. Around  1805  due  to  an  in- 
creasing family,  another  log 
unit  was  added  constituting  a 
log  house. 

It  was  at  this  time  Thomas 
Lincoln,  who  was  a  well- 
known  cabinet  maker  and  car- 
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itage  House,  on  the  shore  of  Freeman  Lake  is  in 
Lincoln's  father,  Thomas  Lincoln,  is  sa.d  to  have  done  the  |Oin- 
wili  b©  opened  to  the  public  this  spring. 

nenter  in  the  area,  did  the  ucation,  as  an  asset  to  bu^- 
Toiier's  work  as  well  as  other  ness  and  as  a  dedica^n  to 
work  on  the  log  house.  The  the  memory  of  the  Lincoln 
ruthent  city  of  the  work  done  family  in  Hardin  County,  came 
ly  ^Tm%  Lincoln  has  been  to  the  aid  of  this  committee^ 
verified  by  Dr.  Gerald  McMur-  There  were  times  when  the 
u  nationally  known  Lincoln  committee  felt  it  was  sponsor- 
scholar.  ^5  a  lost  cause. 

The   house   is    located    in     Finally,  with  the  as^sistance 
Fieeman  Lake  Park  on  prop-  of  the  Lm-ln  Trail  Regional 
erty  which  had  been  acquired  Development  Office,  the  gov 
by  the  City  of  EUzabethtown   eming    power    of  EUzabetn 
Z  the  Valley  Creek  Water-  town  and  bounty, 
shed  Project.  The  city's  gov-  gressman  William  H.  Natcher, 
ernL  powers  being  aware  of  Senator  John  Sherman  Cooper, 
the  iterlst   of   the   Hardin  the    Elizabethtown  -  Hardin 
CoU  nSorical  Society  and  Co.uity  Chambe^^^^^^^ 
the  awakening  of  an  interest  in  and   the   Kentucky  Heritage 
historic  preservation,  gave  the  Commission,  matcliing  federa 
m  onca'l  Society  permission  funds  from  the  ^c^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
to  restore  the  unit.  Housing  and  Urban  Dcvelop- 

A  non-profit  corporation  was  ment  were  obtained. 


formed  which  with  a  commit- 
tee of  interested  citizens  from 
both  the  cily  and  county  be 


In  the  spring  of  1972,  under 
the  leadersl^  of  building 
chairman  Rufus  Brandenburg, 


both  the  ciiy  anu  cuu.uy   -     -  . 

gan  a  trying  campaign  to  raise  architect  R.  L.  Muk  and  con 

funds  to'restore  the  house.  The  struct.on  ^^^^''-P^";^^ 
house  was  given   the  name  ^ ^^^^^^^^^^ 

"^^"^X^^s...  thf^^^Ueesp;^. 

lau^^ched.    Numerous    people,  inform  the  P^^l'c   «f  ^^^^^^^^^ 

reahzing  the  value  of  restora-  can  help  in  Uie  final  construe 

tion  from  the  standpoint  of  ed-  tion  stages. 
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Work  Is  Delayed 

Lincoln  Heritage  House 
Likely  to  Open  in  May 


Although  April  had  been  the 
target  month,  it  will  hkely  be 
sometime  in  May  before  the 
Lincoln  Heritage  House  is 
open  to  the  public.  Work  on 
remodeU  n  g  Elizabethtown's 
newest  tourist  attraction  has 
been  under  way  tor  the  past 
year. 

Located  at  Freeman  Lake 
Park,  the  house  is  completely 
remodeled  on  the  outside.  How- 
ever, according  to  Mrs.  Wilbur 
Terry,  a  member  of  the  Heri- 
tage House  board  of  trustees, 
some  work  remains  to  be  done 
on  landscaping  the  grounds 
and  on  the  interior  of  the 
house. 

Mrs.  Terry  attributed  cold 
weather  and  lack  of  furn- 
ishings as  major  holdups  in 
opening  the  home  to  the  pub- 
he.  "It  has  just  been  so  cold 
and  there  is  no  heat  in  the 
house,"  she  explained.  "There 
are  several  large  fireplaces 
but  they  are  just  not  enough  to 
heat  a  house  of  that  size." 

She  said  that  the  group  is 
now  tentatively  aiming  at 
May  1  as  the  date  of  official 
opening. 

While  relying  primarily  on 
donations    of    furniture,  Mrs. 
Terry  also  reported  that  the 
group  is  running  short  of  funds. 
"We  will  need  additional  funds 
and  I'm  sure  we'll  have  to  hold 
some  money-making  projects, 
but  we  don't  have  any  definite 
plans   worked   out    as  yet," 
she  said.  "Several  pieces  have 
already  been  donated  includ- 
ing chairs,  desks  and  tables. 
The   group   is  particularly 
searching  for  a  .showcase  for 
display  and  fuiniture  that  de- 


notes the  period,  the  late  1700's 
and  early  1800's. 

According  to  Mrs.  Terry,  city 
employees  have  been  working 
on  the  landscaping,  but  she 
said  that  weather  was  the 
major  holdup  here  as  well. 
"The  landscaping  is  almost 
finished,  but  it's  just  been  too 
wet  lately  to  get  additional 
sidewalks  and  everything  else 
done,"  she  said. 

Along  with  regular  furnish- 
ings, the  interior  of  the  house 
will  feature  a  gift  shop.  Mrs. 
Terry  said  that  Louise  Patter- 
son is  in  charge  of  the  gift 
shop  and  that  she  is  currently 
soliciting  items  made  in  Har- 
din County,  in  particular,  as 
well  as  slate  crafts  and  other 
items  normally  found  in  a  gift 
shop. 

For  the  first  year,  the  shop 
will  be  staffed  by  volunteer 
wofkers.  "Miss  Patterson  is 
going  before  various  organiza- 
tions right  now  in  an  effort  to 
recruit  workers,"  explained 
Mrs.  Terry.  "She  is  trying  to 
work  out  some  sort  of  plan  by 
which  each  organization  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  shop  for  a 
week  or  something  of  this  na- 
ture. After  the  first  year, 
we'll  have  to  see  how  things 
are  going  before  we  hire  some- 
one to  run  the  shop." 

The  house  is  a  double  log 
cabin  where  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's father,  Thomas  Lincoln, 
is  said  to  have  done  the  join- 
er's work  in  the  early  1800's. 
It  is  located  in  Free- 
man Lake  Park  on  property 
which  was  acquired  by  the 
City  of  Ehzabethtown  for  the 
Valley  Creek  Watershed  Proj- 


ect. 

Originally  built  around  1789, 
the  house  was  the  home  of 
Hardin  Thomas  and  his  fam- 
ily. When  the  Thomases  de- 
cided to  build  an  addition  to 
the  structure,  Thomas  Lincoln 
did  the  joiner's  work  as  well 
as  other  work  on  this  log  house. 
The  authenticity  of  the  work 
done  by  Thomas  Lincoln  has 
been  verified  by  Dr.  Gerald 
McMurty,  nationally  known 
Lincoln  scholar. 
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With  the  exterior  of  the  Lincoln  Heritage  Houii  remodeled,  work  remains  to  be  done  on  the 
interior  and  on  landscaping  the  grounds.  City  workmen  have  been  workmg  on  the  landscapmg 
and  have  completed  two  stone  sidewalks  and  a  rail  fence  partially  surrounding  the  house  Ad- 
ditionarsidewalkrand  steps  at  the  house's  several  entrances  are  needed.  Furniture  donations 
are  also  being  sought.  Freeman  Lak«  is  in  th«  background. 


Marker  Dedicated 
Af  Heritage  House 


Years  of  planning  proved 
fruitful  for  the  Hardin  Coun- 
ty Historical  Society  as  a 
state  highway  historical  mark- 
er, noting  Thomas  Lincoln's 
carpentry  work  on  the  Lincoln 
Heritage  House,  was  erected 
and  formally  dedicated  Friday. 

Mrs.  T.  D.  Winstead,  secre- 
tary-treasurer of  the  Lincoln 
Heritage  House  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, said  the  group  has  work- 
ed since  1966  to  restore  the 
house  on  the  banks  of  Free- 
man Reservoir. 

"In  1966  when  the  city 
liought  the  land,  which  includ- 
ed the  Heritage  House,  for  con- 
struction of  Freeman  Reser- 
voir, local  historians  asked  the 
city  council  not  to  allow  the 
house  to  be  razed,"  said  Mrs. 
Winstead. 

The  council  agreed,  on  the 
condition  that  the  historical 
society  restore  t  h  e  house. 
Through  years  of  planning  and 
wiih  matching  funds  from  Hous- 
ing .ind  Urban  Development, 
the  restoration  is  almost  com- 
plete. 

"What  we're  trying  to  do 
now  is  to  furnish  the  inside 
with   [umiture   and  items  of 


the  period  from  1790  to  1820," 
Mrs.  Winstead  noted.  She  add- 
ed that  several  people  have  al- 
ready donated  originals  such 
as  a  rope  bed,  cooking  uten- 
sils, a  Windsor  rocker  and 
othef  chairs. 

When  the  furnishing  is  com- 
pleted, the  house  will  be  open 
to  the  public.  Mrs.  Winstead 
said  the  society  hopes  to  open 
it  sometime  in  June. 

"We've  even  obtained  a 
copy  of  Thomas  Lincoln's  and 
Nancy  Hanks  marriage  bond 
and  a  copy  of  a  list  of  marri- 
ages performed  by  Rev.  Jessie 
Head,  a  Methodist  minister  in 
Washington  County  who  mar- 
ried Thomas  and  Nancy  Hanks 
and  put  their  names  on  the 
list,"  said  Mrs.  Winstead. 

She  said  the  house  was  orig- 
inally two  cabins,  later  put 
under  one  roof.  "The  small 
one-room  cabin  was  originally 
the  home  of  Hardin  Thomas 
and  his  wife  and  was  built 
about  1789.  But,  by  1300  they 
had  nine  children  and  needed 
more  room." 

"So  they  built  a  four-room 
adjoining  cabin  about  1C05.  It 
was  on  this  cabin  that  Thomas 
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MEMBERS  AND  GUESTS  of  the  Hardin  County  Historical  Socety  '^^7  P',"^";^,^;;''^^  ^  V,,, 
Lincoln  Heritage  House  on  the  banks  of  Freeman  ^^^l^^^ll^'l^'^l^^^^^^^  ,a?her, 
highway  historical  marker  that  commemorates  tne  work  °f  ^  \''^;"l'^XTm'^^k^^^^^^  suggest- 
Thomas  Lincoln,  in  helping  build  the  house.  The  11  l.nes  of  ^^"''\°"J^\'^'^^'^^J^t^cky 
ed  by  a  local  committee,  headed  by  Sam  Watkrns,  and  were  screened  by  the  l^emuc  y 
torical  Marker  Committee  in  Frankfort  before  approval. 


Lincoln  did  carpenlry  work,"  liiushiiiL;   udrk   mA  mn- 

said  Mrs.  Winstead  slrui  tcd  :i  iiLinilc. 

Lincoln,  lalhcr  of  Abraham  --The  Army  .md   K-.rt  'mwk 

Lincoln,   apparently  built   the  Cifficers   Club   nu»     kviis  Iho 

stairway  in  the  liou--e.  put  in  nuuulc,  liut  Dr.  l)^vlri  Lewis 


^,)  111  the  Heritage  llotec," 
Mrs    Winsicad  rciit-irkci. 

Aiiiioush  .suino  i-nlten  logs 
were  replaced  in  the  refurbish- 
ing, most  of  Ibo  ..■nnslruction  ma- 


> 


stairway  in  the  liou--e.  put  in    nuiniic,  uui  ui .  .  -v.  u  ,-,i-unnal 

the  wmdows,  did  cabinet  and   had  an  c.act  replica  built  .0    tonal  ,n  ihe  huu.se  i.  oii.mal 
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McMURTRY  TO  SPEAK 
AT  LANDMARK  DEDICATION 

Ml.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  recently 
retired  Director  of  the  Lincoln  National 
Life  Library  and  Museum,  has  been 
invited  to  deliver  the  dedicatory  address 
at  The  Lincoln  Heritage  House,  located 
near  E  1 1  za bet  h  to wn ,  Kentucky,  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  June  24.  The  house, 
restored  through  a  joint  effort  of  the 
federal  and  local  governments,  will  be  a 
National  Historic  Landmark.  It  was  the 
home  of  Thomas  Hardm,  and  Thomas 
Lincoln  did  much  of  the  work  on  the 
double  log  cabin. 
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Stni  another  important  move  to  protea  Louisvilles  endangered 
heritage  is  afoot.  Spearheaded  by  Sidney  Baer,  chairman  of  die  Ad  Hoc 
Committee  of  the  ^ard  of  Aldermen  on  Historical  Protecaon  and 
Preservation,  an  ordinance  has  been  written  to  create  an  11-member 
historic  landmark  and  preservation  commission  to  review  and  at  least 
delay  demolition  of  historically  significant  buildmgs.  If  passed,  the  or- 
dinance would  provide  for  die  first  time  a  measure  of  protection  to 
Louisville's  remaining  landmarks.  It  is  a  small  step,  but  a  vital  one, 
in  the  right  direction. 

Hardin  County,  site  of  several  Lincoln  landmarks,  has  uncovered 
yet  another:  The  newly-named  Lincoln  Heritage  House  located  ) us 
north  of  Elizabethtown  at  Freeman  Lake  Park.  Thomas  L^«^coln,  athe 
of  the  president,  helped  in  the  construaion  of  this  pioneer  hewn-timber 
house,  originally  bidlt  for  Hardin  Thomas.    The  struaure  corisists  of 
two  separate  cabins  about  2  feet  apart  -  the  smaller  dating  back  to 
roughly  1789  and  die  larger  to  about  1805.  At  some  later  period  th. 
log  home  was  covered  with  white  clapboard  and  its  origins  lost  sight  of. 
Then  m  the  late  1960s  die  property  was  acqmred  by  the  city  of  Eloa- 
bethtown  for  die  Valley  Creek  Watershed  Projea,  which  prov  des  the 
city  widi  water  storage,  flood  control  and  recreation  ^^^^^^"f^;^ 
clipboards  were  removed  from  the  old  house  revealing  the  long  for^ 
gotten  cabins.    The  re-discovery  generated  considerable  interest,  and 
fhe  Hardin  County  Historical  Society  began  a  fund-raising  campaign 
to  finance  restoration.   Finally  a  Federal  grant  was  soured  enablmg^^^^^^ 
proiea  to  be  completed.  Lincoln  Heritage  House  will  be  open  officially 
toTpublic  this  spring,  and  wUl  feamre  furnishings  and  landscapmg 
of  the  pioneer  period. 

The  George  Rogers  Clark  Trail  Foundation  has  been  organized  by 
civic  leaders  and  historically-minded  individuals  from  Kentucky,  In- 
diana Oh"  and  Illinois  to  establish  a  1550-mile  highway  ttad  mark- 
ing the  Re;olutionary  War  exploits  of  George  Rogers  Clark.  The 
foundation  was  chartered  December,  1972  in  Indiana  and  now  ha 
offices  rLouisville's  Commonwealth  Building.    The  proposed  ^ad 
Sd  £  si^r  to  the  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail  that  follows  the  paxh  of 
rScoln^  liSdirough  Kentucky,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  Special  highway 
markers  will  identi^  the  route,  which  according  to  a  prelunmary  report 
wo^d  ollow  the  Ohio  River  from  Pennsylvania  through  Louisvdlej 
Fort  Massac  in  Southern  Illinois,  then  across  to  Kaskaskia  with  an  off- 
sh^t  to  Cahokia.  From  Kaskaskia  the  trail  would  proceed  to  Vmcennes 
anTthen  back  to  Louisville,  and  from  Louisville  on  through  Bards- 
town  Harrodsburg,  Stanford,  and  finally  Cumberland  Gap. 
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Following  is  the  text  of  ad-  Lincoln  Heritage  House,  locat-  world's  foremost  Lincoln 

dress  given  by  Dr.  R.  Gerald  cd  in  Freeman  Lake  Park.  scholars.  He  is  director  emer- 

McMurtry    Sunday    afternoon,  Dr.  McMurtry,  a  native  of  itus   of   the    Lincoln  National 

June  24,  at  dedication  of  the  Llizaboihtown,   is  one  of  the  Life    Foundation   Library  and 


lan.'. 

IlC'l 

liov. 

0V(  I 

ism; 


Museum,  Fort  WaynO,  Ind 

His  address: 

Elizabclhlown  is  vciy 
in  history  and  tradilion, 
ever,  we  have  preserved 
Ihe  years  FEW  taiij;iblc  h 
ical  siles  to  li;.  us  lo  our 
10 us  past. 

For  example: 

Tiie  exact  sites  of  IJizai^cil; 
town's    three    orij^inal  imi- 
formed  in  a  irian^jic,  cquidi  ^ 
larit  a  mi.'e  apart,  ocimpiiyl  b;  j 
liic  HcliiiS,  llyncs  and  liay  j 
crafts,  have  been  obliterated.  | 

K  a  r 1 y  churches,  taverns, 
pubhc  buildmi^.'  and  residence, 
have  long  ag:)  been  razed. 

We  do  n<  knov/  the  site  oi 
the  Thomas  Li.ncolii  cal)iii  ii 
Klizabethtown  vhive  /\brah:ini 
i>i.ieoln's  ."^i.siei"  v.. is  born  oii 
Kebri'ary  10,  VMl. 

Not  a  trace  of  .Sainucl  H.r- 
craft.  Senior's  null,  whei' 
'i'homas  Lincoln,  the  father  u 
Ihc  16th  President,  worked  a 
a  laborer  as  early  as  July, 
17%,  can  be  found  today.  | 

And  eviii  Race  Street  ha:J 
been    rc-najred    Central  Ave- 
m:c. 

Noi  a  vestige  of  Sarah  Bi;  ii 
Johnston's  cabin  has  been  pn  - 
.sc'i  vcd.  She  became  Abe  Lin- 
coln's stepmother,  when  Thom- 
as Lincoln  married  her  ui 
Eli/abeth*o\vn  on  December 
]jjin. 

Ue  do  not  even  know  the  lo- 
cation of  James  Buchanan''^ 
residence,  when  the  fuUire  ISlli 
President  of  the  United  Stale, 
luacliccd  law  before  the  local 
bar  111  1813. 

I  could  {'.0  on  and  on  with  an 
account  of  Eli/abethtown's  lo.t 
history. 

Allow  mc  to  name  .umc  I'f 
Elizabeihtown's  contacts  wiiii 
the  Lincoins. 


It  is  a  singular  fact  that 
Abi-aham  Lincoln's  marriage 
to  Mary  Todd  would  inducct- 
ly  connect  him  with  three  prom- 
inent El;7.abethtown  characters, 
two  of  whom  were  connected 
with  the  town's  early  history, 
and  possibly  one  an  acquaint- 
ance of  his  iather,  and  the 
other  to  be  his  friend,  a  leader 
in  a  cauiic  in  which  he  had  to 
wage  a  determined  fight  to 
subdue. 

I  have  reference  lo: 

The  Todd-Helm  connection. 

The  Hehn-Edwards  connec- 
tion. 

The  Green-Edwards  connec- 
tion. 

Abraham  Lincoln  and  Ben 
Hardin  Helm,  a  native  of  Eliz- 
abclhlown, married  half  sisters. 

Today  his  remains  are  in- 
terred in  the  Hekn  family 
cemetery,  just  a  short  distance 
from  here. 

Major  Benjamin  Helm,  an 
Klizabethtown  resident,  mar- 
ried the  daughter  of  Hon.  Ben- 
jamin Edwards.  His  wife, 
Mary  Edwards,  was  a  sister 
of  (lovernor  Ninian  Edwards, 
the  firsl  territorial  governor  of 
Illinois. 

The  son  of  Governor  Ed- 
wards, Ninian  Wirt  Edwards, 
married  Elizabeth  Todd,  a  full 
sister  of  Mary  Todd. 

And  General  Duff  Green,  an 
early  Elizabclhlown  merchant 
and  school  teacher,  married 
Lucretia  Edwards,  a  sister  of 
Governor  Edwards,  and  of 
course  it  was  her  nephew  that 
maiiicd  Elizabeth  Todd. 

'I'licie  are  other  Lincolii-Eliz- 
abellitown  contacts  and  inter- 
esting facts: 

For  example:  The  Hardin 
county  court  house  i:;  one  of 
the  ciiief  documentary  .sources 
of  Lincolniana  in  Kentucky. 


Secondly,  Thomas  Lincoln 
owned  and  paid  taxes  on  two 
lots  within  the  city  of  Eliza- 
betlitown. 

Tmmediate'y  after  his  mar- 
riage on  Jur.o  1.*?,  loot),  Thomas 
and  Nancy  Hank.s  made  their 
fir.st  home  in  Ehzabcllitown. 

Of  the  total  value  of  proper- 
ty listed  in  1814  in  which 
liiore  are  98  persons  listed, 
only  fifteen  show  a  greater 
property  value  than  that  of 
Thuiuas  Lincoln. 

Was  Abraham  Lincoln,  llie 
future  IBth  president  of  the 
United  States,  ever  in  Eliza- 
bclhtcwn?  Perhaps,  on  many 
occasions,  but  we  are  fairly 
certain  that  in  December,  1816, 
he  passed  through  Elizabeth- 
town  with  his  family  on  the 
Wf.y  to  Indiana. 

However:  While  our  city 
may  not  have:  An  Old  Ken- 
tucky Home,  a  national  histor- 
ical shrine-,  a  bronze  stalue,  or 
an  ancient  court  house,  we  do 
havo  a  very  valuable  asset  .  .  . 
Samuel  Haycrait,  Junior's  His- 
tory of  Elizabethlown,  Ken- 
tucky, and  iis  surroundings, 
v.'riiten  in  IWI. 

Its  piduresquc  language;  its 
faitliful,  folksy  accuracy,  and 
its  detailed  history  have  caus- 
ed thi-s  Ixook  lo  be  placed  in 
many  of  our  large  libraries 
thioughoiit  Ihe  United  States. 

Pciiiaps  it  is  because  of 
Samuel  Haycraft,  Junior's  his- 
Inrv  that  we  arc  gathered  hero 
today  to  dedicate  the  Ilanlin 
Thomas  home  (better  known 
as  Ihe  Lincoln  Hcrita[;e  Hoiisc.) 

Haycraft  said  that  "He  (Har- 
din Thomas )  lived  in  a  house 
that  was  rather  better  than 
usual  for  thai  day,  tiie  carpcn- 
ter'.s  work  of  which  was  cxc- 
culcd  bv  Thomas  Lincoln,  the 


lather  of  the  late  president; 
and  the  most  of  that  work  is 
to  be  seen  at  this  day,  sound 
as  a  trout,  although  done  up- 
wards of  sixty  years  ago." 

In  another  reference  to  the 
Hardin  Thomas  cabin,  Hay- 
tvafl  referred  to  Lincoln  as  a 
JOINER  rather  than  a  car- 
penter. This  statement  imphes 
that  Lincoln  did  the  fine  cabi- 
net work,  the  mantle,  Ihc  base- 
hoards,  the  stairway,  the  doors 
and  the  windows. 

Haycraft  evidently  was  of 
Iho  opinion  that  the  construc- 
tion date  was  upwards  of  sixty 
years  which  would  place  tiie 
d;ile  about  the  year  18U9,  the 
year  of  the  president's  birth. 
Some  local  historians  have  fix- 
ed the  dale  as  early  as  1805. 

Since  we  have  here  a  double 
log  house,  perhaps  it  would  be 
well  lo  explain  thai  they  were 
not  built  the  same  year. 

The  smaller  1  o  g  house, 
which  consists  of  one  room 
downstairs  and  a  loft  upstairs, 
was  probably  built  about  1789 
by  Hardin  Thomas  on  land  in- 
herited by  his  wife,  Mehitable 
Gcrrard  Thomas,  which  was 
originally  owned  by  Captain 
Thomas  Helm. 

Here,  Jack  Thomas,  the  first 
child  of  the  Thomas'  was  born 
on  February  7,  1790. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that 
Abraham  Lincoln  wrote  Sam- 
uel Haycraft  on  May  28,  18U0 
and  identified  Jack  Thomas, 
and  claimed  to  be  famihar 
with  his  handwriting. 

Undoubtedly  it  was  the  four- 
room,  larger  cabin,  erected 
about  1805,  in  which  Thomas 
Lincoln  did  the  "joiner's" 
work. 

It  is  an  estabUshed  fact  that 
Thomas  Lincoln  was  a  skillful 
cabinetmaker. 
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It  was  rumored  around  the 
coniinunity  that  he  had  the 
best  set  of  tools  in  Hardin 
county. 

From  Bleakley  &  Montgom- 
ery's ledgers,  we  learn  that 
lliat  thase  Elizabcthtown  mer- 
chants sold  Thomas  Lincoln 
the  following  tools  and  supplies 
from  1804-1808:  1  casteel  saw, 
1  plane  bit,  1  file,  1  saw,  1  foot 
adz,  1  shoe  knife,  Vz  doz. 
screws,  1  gimlet,  and  sand- 
paper. 

We  have  identified  7  corner 
cupboards,  1  wall  cupboard,  a 
cherry  spool  bed,  a  mantle- 
piece  (from  this  house),  a 
desk,  a  bookcase,  some  chests, 
and  sideboards,  all  the  work 
of  Thomas  Lincohi. 

Thomas  Lincoln  was  pnrti- 
cularily  fond  of  an  inlay  pat- 
tern known  as  the  "Star  & 
Sucnmer"  and  he  also  employ- 
ed the  "hole  and  tooth"  or 
"dental"  design  on  some  of 
liis  cupboards. 

He  had  an  artistic  idiosyn- 
crasy —  while  other  cabinet- 
makers would  invariably  apply 
their  inlays  to  the  cabinet 
proper,  Thomas  Lincoln,  ex- 
cept in  one  instance,  attached 
inlaid  strips  to  the  cupboard 
facings. 

In  fact  ithis  idiosycrasy  in 
.some  cases  has  enabled  col- 
Iccioi'S  to  identify  the  work  of 
tlie  pioneer  cabinetmaker. 

But  getting  back  to  Hardin 
Thomas.  Haycraft  tells  us  that 
he  was  a  man  of  peace.  But 
as  a  young  man  he  fought  with 
Gen.  George  Rogers  Clark.  As 
one  of  twenty-five  Hardin 
county  frontiersmen  he  went 
liirough  the  hardships  of  war, 
ice,  overflowuig  rivers  and 
hunger  to  make  a  vital  contri- 
DUtion  to  our  nation's  independ- 
I  lice  and  the  settlement  of 
i^cnlucky. 

He  married  Hetty  Gerrard, 
.1  daughter  of  the  first  pastor 
o[  the  Regular  Baptist  Church 

jf  Severn's  Valley  (establish- 


ed June  17,  1781). 

Her  father,  Elder  John  Ger- 
rard, was  captured  by  the  Ind- 
ians and  it  is  not  known  to  this 
day  "whether  he  was  slain 
ou'jight,  burnt  at  the  stake,  or 
was  allowed  to  linger  in  cap- 
tivity". 

Tiie  Thomas's  had  many 
sons  —  besides  Jack  there 
were  haac,  Jc^sc,  Miles  and 
Alex,  and  there  were  several 
daughters. 

Hardin  Thomas  was  a  farm- 
er —  an  honest  man.  Haycraft 
called  him  the  "noblest  work 
of  God"  —  a  man  "possessed 
of  a  degree  of  benevolence 
rarely  met  with  in  this  world 
of  dollars  and  cents." 

Everyone  loved  Hardin 
Thomas  and  his  wife.  His  home 
was  a  kind  of  central  point  for 
the  neighborhood  —  a  gather- 
ing place  for  good  food  and 
pleasant  social  contacts. 

He  was  a  man  of  partly 
form  and  pleasant  counten- 
ance —  a  person  whose  face 
was  comfortable  to  look  upon 
—  a  complete  index  of  the  in- 
ner man. 

His  mother  was  a  Hardin, 
the  daughter  of  John  Hardin, 
who  v.  'is  tile  brother  of  the  old 
ori;^inal  Mark  Hardin  of 
George's  Creek,  Pennsylvania. 

His  father  was  named  Owen 
Tliomas,  a  brother  of  Gen. 
John  Thomas,  who  command- 
ed the  Kentucky  troops  under 
General  Andrcv/  Jackson  at  the 
Battle  of  New  Orleans. 

Over  the  yeai-s  little  atten- 
tion was  paid  to  the  Hardin 
Thomas  house.  It  was  in  the 
hands  of  private  owners. 

It  was  occupied  by  tenants. 
It  had  fallen  into  a  bad  slate 
of  repair.  Sometime  durhig  its 
long  history  it  had  been  cov- 
ered with  clapboard. 

The  rcstoi-ation  has  come 
about  because: 

The  house,  and  its  original 
site,  have  become  a  part  of 
the  Valley  Creek  watershed 
...  a  city  park  .  .  .  pubhc 
property. 

Because  the  historic  build- 
ing has  been  carefully  examin- 
ed by  experts  (namely  the 


Thomas  Brothers  who  are  not     \VI  at   a   fortunate  and  rc- 

relatives  of  tiie  pioneer).  Dr.  markabic  thing  it  is  that  a 

Samuel  W.  Thomas,  who  was  liouso  which  Thomas  Lincoln 

and  is  the  resident  curator  of  helped  to  build  is  still  sland- 

"Locust  Grove"  near  Louis-  ing.  .  .that  the  original  site  is 

ville,   the   restored   home  of  well  above  the  v.ater  area  of 

George  Rogers  Clark,  and  his  Krec;Tai:  Lake  .  .  .  thtit  the 

brother,  James  Thomas,  who  liislonc  homo  is  located  on 

was  and  Is  presently  working  public  land  .  .  .  that  it  is  near 

on  the  restoration  of  Shaker-  an  impurlant  highway  .  .  .  that 

town,  both  of  whom  appreciat-  it  i.i  located  in  the  Lincoln 

ed  and  understood  the  great  Country  of  Kentucky  .  .  .  and 

hibtoric   significance   of    this  that  the  historic  home  has  bo 

pioneer  home.  many  dcfiicated  sponsors  who 

Cortainly  the  restoration  has  will  iirovule  foi"  its  protection 

been  a  professional  underlak-  and  niainicnaiice. 

So  here  today  we  have  liic 

Thirdly,    ni  a  n  y    dedicated  Hardin  Thomas  \mi:c.  the  car- 

Hardin  county  and  Elizabeth-  pcntcr's   work  of  which  was 

town  citizens  have  worked  dil-  executed  by  Thomas  Lincoln, 

igently    to    raise    money    to  the  father  of  the  late  president, 

match  funds  for  a  grant  from  and  the  most  of  that  work  is 

the  United  States  Department  to  be  seen  this  day,  sound  as 

of  Housing  and  Urban  Develop-  a  trout,  allliough  done  uiiwards 

ment  to  make  the  project  a  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  eight 

reality.  years  ago. 


Many  Revolutionary  War 
Vets  Settled  in  Hardin 


Compiled  by  Elizabeth  Pate 

After  the  Revolutionary  War  many  young  men 
came  to  Kentucky.  Some  came  through  Cumberland 
Gap  while  others  preferred  the  Ohio  River.  Many  of 
these  were  men  who  had  fought  in  the  War  of  In- 
dependence and  later  settled  in  Hardin  County.  How 
many  were  there,  and  who  were  they? 

From  "Abstracts  of  Pensions,  Soldiers  of  the  Revo- 
lution, 1812  and  Indian  Wars  Who  Settled  in  Hardin 
County,  Kentucky"  by  McGhee  and  County  Court 
records,  I  have  found  the  names  of  over  sixty  such 
men.  The  appropriate  resting  place  of  some  of  these 
soldiers  is  known.  However,  if  you  know  where  any 
more  are  buried  I  would  appreciate  that  information. 


Nul  all  ttie  soldiers  received 
a  j)ensi';n,  therefore,  it  Ls  in 
terosLing  tu  know  something 
of  the  act.s  of  Congress  per- 
taining lo  tlioir  qiialificalions. 
Prior  10  1818  all  congressional 
pension  legislaiimi  relating  to 
RevoluLionary  War  service 
provided  benefits  only  lo  those 
veterans   who   had   been  dis- 


months  of  service  and  been  in 
reduced  circumstances.  An 
act  of  May  1,  1!120,  requii'cd 
each  pensioner  to  .subniit  a 
schedule  of  his  properly  and 
income,  which  re^ullcd  in  llie 
removal  of  many  pensioners 
from  the  rolls.  Veterans  who 
had  served  no  less  than  six 
monJis  were  eligible  for  pcn- 


abled  in  service,  and  to  the   siuns  under  an  act  of  June  7, 


widows  and  orphans  of  of- 
ficers who  tiad  been  killed  in 
or  died  as  a  result  of  service. 

The  first  Federal  law  grant- 
ing pensions  on  the  basis  of 
service  along  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War  was  an  act  of  Mar. 
1818,  which  required  that  a 
veteran  have  had  at  least  nine 


1832. 

In  1779  the  Stale  ot  Virginia 
passed  a  law  promising  half- 
pay  for  life  to  the  officers 
who  served  to  the  end  of  the 
War.  By  an  act  of  July  5, 
1832,  the  United  States  Con- 
gress directed  the  Secretary  of 
Treasury  to  setUe  claims  that 


had  n<jt  t)een  paid  by  the  Stale 
of  Virginia. 

Tlie  congiessiona!  acls  of 
Ji.ly  4,  1836;  July  7,  1833. 
July  2a,  1848;  and  February 
3,  1853,  affected  widows  of 
Revolutionary  war  veterans 
Til"  essential  feature  of  each 
of  these  acls  relates  to  the 
(l.ite  of  marriage.  The  four 
acts  specified  lime  of  marri- 
age respectively  as  follows: 
111  befjre  the  last  period  of 
iho  veicran's  service,  (2i 
a.'ler  the  end  of  the  veteran's 
service  but  before  January  1, 
1794,  (3 1  before  Jan.  2,  1800, 
and  (4)  after  January  1800. 

A  man  could  enlist  in  the 
War  of  Independence  for  a 
ptriod  of  from  three  months 
to  three  years.  He  could  also 
strve  as  a  substitute  for  an- 
other person,  which  one  man 
who  latter  settled  in  Hardin 
County  did.  Mo,sl  all  of  the 
men  reenlistcd  several  times. 

In  conijiiling  these  records 
I  have  found  the  names  of 
men  who  fought  al  Bunker 
Hill,  Valley  Forge  and  York- 
town  and  one  man  who  was 
with  the  Navy.  There  were 
also  those  who  guarded  the 
frontier. 


The  majority  of  the  meni 
who  went  on  ttie  Exoedition  of. 
General  George  Kog-ir  Clark 
1(1  fight  the  Wabash  Indians' 
from  Hardin  County  had  al- 
ready settled  here.  They  were 
under  liie  command  of  Capl. 
Moses  Kenkindalll,  and  furn- 
ished their  own  rations. 

They  were  Thompson  Ash- ' 
by,    Thomas    Amos,  Charles 
Bash,   John  Carson,   William ; 
Christian,     Adam  Coombs,' 
Nicholas     Coombs,  William? 
Cornelius,  Cornelius  Cummins,; 
John  Dial,  Isarel  Dodge,  Sam. 
Dooley,     Abner     Fields,  C. 
Fields,   Lewis    Fields,  James  j 
Farkcs,  Isaac  Goodwin,  Henry  1 
Helm,  Abraham  Hunter,  Will-' 
iam  Johnson,  James  Johnston, 
Koberl    Laslcy,   James  Sulli- 
van,   Hardin    Thomas,  Unah 
Th;,mp.son  and  Thomas  Winn,  ; 

According  lo  Hardin  Coun- 
ty Cuurt  records  others  suppli- 
ed such  things  as  an  unprepar- 
ed beef,  a  gun  improvement  i 
for  the  Jefferson  County  Mili-  ' 
lia,  rations  for  the  Nelson 
County  Milita  and  horse  serv- 
ice. 

Listed  below  is  a  brief  sum- 
mary of  other  veterans  who 
settled  in  Hardin  County. 

Samuel  Awbry  (Aubry)  Cir- 
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ca  1759  and  vvasiiviiig  near  the 
Breckinridge  Ccunly  line  in 
.1832.  He  was  in  the  Virginia 
Continental  Line  ^nd  served 
three  years  in  the  Army.  He 
foupht  under  Cieneral  Wash- 
ington and  General  Green. 

Anthony  Amcnt  wa.s  born  in 
York  Coiinly,  Penn.^ylvania  in 
1757.  He  enlislod  in  1776  in 
Pena'jylvania  and  fought  at 
White  Plains.  In  1777  he  re- 
enlisted  in  Virginia  and  drove 
a  learn  to  supply  ammunilirm 
flour  and  spirits  at  Valley 
Forge.  He  came  to  Kentucky 
in  1804  and  is  buried  at  Old 
Union  Baptist  Cemetery. 

James  Belknap  Circa  1758- 
Feb.  16  1824,  was  a  member 
of  the  Massachasette  line. 
Hi.s  first  battle  was  Bunker 
Hill  and  his  la.st  Yorktown. 
He  was  wounded  at  Colier 
Hill.  He  was  a  cooper  by  oc- 
cupatlion  and  lived  in  Hart 
County,  Kentucky  in  1822. 

Davis  Burcham,  Circa  1754 
died  after  184n.  Enli.sted  in 
1780  in  Wasliington  Pennsyl- 
vania. Served  at  Redstone 
Fort  and  Enlow  Station  where 
he  was  an  Indian  spy. 

William  Bush,  died  Dec.  18. 
1820.  He  wa.s  attached  to  the 

Kentucky  Militia  from  Penn- 
sylvania. He  served  under 
Capl.  John  Thomas  and  Maj. 
Patrick  Brown.  He  was  vvound- 
ed  Oct.  17,  1791  in  the  Expedi- 
tion commanded  by  Maj.  Gen. 
St.  Clair  against  the  Miami 
Indians.  He  and  his  wife  Eliz- 
abeih  were  living  in  Hardin 
County  in  1800. 

John  Carson,  Circa  1747  died 
after  1818.  He  enlisted  in  South 
Carolina  in  May  1775  and  serv- 
ed there  until  the  later  part 
rf  1781.  His  wife's  name  wa5 
Elizabeth. 

Warren  Cash.  April  4.  1760- 
Sept.  15,  1849.  He  enli.sted  in 
1776  in  Albermarle  County, 
Virginia  in  the  7t.h  Regiment. 
Fought  in  the  battles  of  Bran- 
dywine  and  Monmoth.  In  1784 
he  was  discharged  and  came 
to  Kentucky  with  his  wife 
Susannah.  He  was  the  first 
pastor  of  Gilead  llaptist 
Church  and  is  bured  in  the 
church  cemetery. 

Aaron  Cook  is  certified  in 
County  Court  records  to  be  a 
Revolutionary  soldier. 


James  Crutcher,  died  Sept. 
9,  1828  at  the  age  of  65  years, 
■  5  months  and  16  days  accord- 
j  ing  to  hLs  stone  in   the  Vine 
I  Grove  City  Cemetery.  He  was 
a  private  in  the  Virginia  Line. 
Ann.  his  wife,  is  buried  be- 
side him. 

John  Cundiff,  Jan.  14,  1757- 

Sept.  15,  1837.  He  enlisted  in 
Virginia  and  fought  under  the 
command  of  Baroner  Gen. 
Steuben  and  pursued  the  Brit- 
ish to  Yorktown.  He  manied 
May  15,  1778  Sally  ?  in  Bed- 
ford County,  Virginia. 

Andrew  Fairleigh,  1761-Mar. 
1,  1829.  Was   a   private  from 
Pennsylvania.  He  and  his  wife 
Lettice  are  buried  in  the  Eliz- 
'  abethtown  City  Cemetery^ 

j  Forrest  Davis,  Circa  1762- 
Jan.  18,  1836.  He  enlisted  in 
1780  at  Fort  Frederick  Mary- 
land and  served  three  years, 
part  of  the  time  a.s  a  ser- 
geant.   He   died   leaving  no 

Jacob    Flanders  a.s    a  pri- 
vate   from    New  Hampshire. 
He  died  Doc.  6,  1841,  leaving 
,  no  \\  idow. 

John  Fergu.s'on,  On  Oct.  20 
18)0  Catherine  Fcrj^usoii  ap 
l^caicd  in  County  Court  and 
affiled  that  she  w;i.s  thr  widow 
of  .lohn,  a  Revolutionary  sold- 
ier. 

l.sa;ii;  Goodman,  ('irca  IV.^i'i- 
died  after  1833.  He  was  draft 
ed  in  Pennsylvania  and  served 
as  an  Indian  spy. 

Ignatius  Gough.  Hardin 
County  Court  records  state 
that  he  departed  this 
life  Aug.  30,  18.38,  leaving  no 
heir.  His  pension  number  was 
22258. 

John  Green  of  Vermounl 
was  a  substitute  for  Gclhro 
Brown  in  1780.  Later  he  en- 
listed in  his  own  name  and 
was  a  scout  on  Lake  Chaplain. 
He  married  Ann  Fits  Septem- 
ber 26,  1768  and  died  in  Har- 
din County  July  31.  1833. 

Michael  Hargan,  Circa  1750- 
October  13,  1840.  Served  four- 
teen months  in  the  Contenial 
Army,  First  Regiment,  Penn- 
sylvania and  was  discharged 
in  April  of  1777.  He  married 
January  1794   Elizabeth  Wal- 
lingford   of   Berkley  County, 
I  Pennsylvania.  Michael  Hargan 
I  lived  on  Rolling  Fork  and  had 
j  three  sons  Joseph,  Benjamin 
and  David. 


Miles  Hart,  at  the  February 
1835  term  of  Hardin  County 
County  Court  it  wa.s  proved 
by  Daniel  Linder  that  Miles 
Hart,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Vir- 
ginia State  Line  and  the 
Illinois  Regiment.  He  was 
killed  by  the  Indians  May  1791 
and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  was 
taken  prisioner.  She  later  re- 
turned to  Kentucky  and  mar- 
ried Peter  Gunterman. 

Samuel  Havcraft  Sr..  Nov. 
19,  1752-Oct.  8.  1832.  He  enlist- 
ed in  1775  in  the  13th  Virginia 
Regiment,  but  never  was  in 
a  battle.  He  was  stationed 
near  Pittsburg  to  guard  the 
frontier.  With  others  he  came 
down  the  Ohio  to  the  Fails 
in  1780  and  settled  in  Hardin 
County.  He  married  Septem- 
ber 9,  1788,  Margaret  Van  Me- 
ter and  was  the  father  of  Sam- 
uel Haycraft  Jr.  He  is  buried 
in  the  Elizabethtown  City 
Cemetery. 

John  Helm,  April  3,  1740. 
He  states  in  his  affidavit  for 
William  Bush  that  he  was 
with  him  under  General  St. 
Clair  at  the  Falls  in  1791. 
John  Holm  served  as  Pay- 
master and  Quartermaster  at 
that  time.  He  is  buried  in  the 
Elizabethtown  City  Cemetery. 

Thomas  Helm,  died  in  1816. 
He  was  a  Captain  in  the  Vir- 
ginia State  Troops.  Came  to 
Kentucky  in  1780  and  his  wife's 
name  w-as  Jean  Pope.  He  is 
buried  in  the  Helm  Family 
Cemetery. 

Frederick  Hill.  County  Court 
records  stale  that  he  died  Oct. 
13,  1840.  leaving  no  widow. 

Robert  Hodgens,  July  1742- 
Feb.  5,  1810.  Robert  Hodgens 
was  h?m  in  England  and 
canic  to  America  in  1765,  set- 
teling  in  Pennsylvania.  He 
served  in  the  Revolution  in 
the  service  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia. Came  to  Phillips  Fort 
in  1784.  In  1775  he  married 
Sarah  LaRue.  Robert  Hodgens 
was  one  of  the  first  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  in  Hardin 
C'lunty,  a  member  of  the  I^eg- 
islature  in  1795.  and  Sheriff  of 
Hardin  County  in  1800.  Sarah 
and  Robert  are  buried  in  the 
Cemetery  at  Nolin  Baptist 
Church. " 

Thomas  Hoskin  (Haskin) 
lived  in  Piftsylvinia  County, 
Virginia  when  he  enlisted  un- 
der Maj.  James  Johnson. 


Andrew  House  was  deceas- 
ed before  1807.  Ingery  Hughes, 
late  Hou.se  stated  in  Hardin 
County  Court  that  she  was 
the  only  heir  of  Andrew,  who 
wa.s  a  soldier  under  General 
George  Rogers  Clark  in  hi.s  ex- 
pedition to  the  Illinois  and 
was  entitled  to  land. 

John    How    (HoNve)  Circa 
17,54-Mav  16.  1830.  John  serv- 
ed fnr  three  vears  in  the  Vir- 
ginia Contcntial  Line.  Fought 
at  the  battles  of  Trenton  and 
Monmoih.  He  married  Rachel 
Pindell  in  July  1782,  in  Wash- 
ington Counlv.  Pennsylvania. 
Thcv  came  to  Shelby  County, 
Kentucky   thence   to  Hardin 
County. 

Rpnamin  Howard,  Circa 
1766.  'Serve']  as  a  private 
guarding  two  Fori'  on  the 
frontier  at  Cumberland  Cap. 

William  Humphrey.  Circa 
1754.  He  cnlist'.'d  in  New  Jer- 
sey and  fought  in  the  battles  of 
Shirt  Hill,  Riandywinc  and 
Cermantown. 

'I'hoiiios  John.stin.  Aarun 
Cook  affirmed  in  Io12  in  Har- 
din County  Court  that  the  late 
Thoma.=;  John.'^on  was  a  Kcvo- 
lutionary  ."^oldier. 

Alexamlcr  Keith,  17.50-1824 
aic>rding  to  his  stone  in 
the  Old  Union  Bapti.st  Church 
Cemetery  was  a  private  in 
Capt.  David  Enoch's  Com- 
pany in  Virginia. 

Benjamin  Kendall  died  Feb. 
16.  1817  and  was  a  private  in 
the  Virginia  State  Line  and 
Illinois  Regiment. 

Robert  Kinkade,  died  Jan. 
31,  1832.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  First  Virginia  Regiment, 
and  fought  in  the  battles  of 
Trenton,  Princetown,  Picata- 
way  ajid  Stony  Point. 

David  Linder  was  a  private 
in  the  Illinois  Regiment  under 
Gen.  George  Roger  Claric. 

Andrew  Long  was  a  soldier 
from  Pennsylvania. 

William  Lush  was  our  only 
Navy  man.  and  was  on  the 
Brig.  Hawk  for  two  years, 
part  of  which  time  he  was  a 
prisoner  of  the  British  on  the 
ship  Little  Fight. 

Hugh  Lu.sk  according  to 
Hardin  County  Court  records 
was  a  late  Revolutionary  sold- 
ier who  died  Aug.  18.  1836, 
leaving  a  widow,  Elizabeth. 
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David  Martin  was  a  Revo- 
luUonary  soldier  according  to 
Court  records. 

Patrick  Murvin  died  March 
19,  1845.  age  86  >ears  and 
/uught  under  Gen.  Mad  An- 
thony Wayne.  He  Is  hurled  in 
the  Murvin  Family  Cemetery. 

Charles  MiUon  .served  in 
Vii-ginia. 

.Adam  Monin,  1754-1831  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Virginia 
Troops.  He  is  buried  on  the 
Munin  Farm  near  Glendale. 

Joltn  McCajidIcs.s.  Circa 
i:46-Feb.  2,  1827,  fought  in  the 
l)atUes  of  Picalaway,  Monolh 
and  the  taking  of  Lord  Corn- 
vvallis. 

William  McClure  was  from 
Pennsylvania. 

James  McCullum  died  Mar. 
21  ,1838  and  was  at  Crawford's 

Defeat.  He  is  buried  at  Clear 
Creek  Cemetery  on  the  Post. 

John  McDowell  was  in  the 
I7th  Regiment  of  the  Conten- 
ual  Line  and  was  at  While 
Plains,  Gilford  and  Yorktown. 
He  lived  in  LaRue  County. 

Alexander  McDougal,  May 
1,  1742-March  3,  1841.  He  was 
born  in  Ireland  and  came  to 
America  in  1762.  Lived  in 
b  .th  North  and  South  Carolina 
before  coming  to  Kentucky  in 
1801.  He  saw  service  mostly 
in  the  South.  He  was  a  Bap- 
i.st  preacher  for  sixty  years 
iiud  is  buried  in  Nolin  Baptist 
Church  Cemetery. 

James  McWil]iam.s  died  Ap- 
ril 26,  1843.  He  joined  the  Army 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  and  serv- 
ed part  of  the  time  under  Mar- 
>  us  De  Lafayette.  He  came  to 
Hardin  County  in  1801  tnd 
lived  on  the  waters  of  Mill 
Creek. 

James  Newton  enlisted  in 
.'.laryland  in  1776  and  served 
f  r  SIX  years. 

John  O'Daniels  died  on  Aug- 
-Lst  15,  1838  leaving  Sarah,  his 
.'.  ;dow. 

Bc'njamin  Parker  enlisted  in 
Vi.ginia  and  marched  through 
i  i.edericktown.  Little  York, 
1-ancaster,  Philadelphia  to 
vVhile  Plains. 


Samuel  Paton  enlisted  in 
1776  and  fought  the  British 
every  day  for  two  weeks,  and 
was  also  in  the  battles  of 
Brandywme  and  Gcrmantown. 
He  died  in  Hardin  County 
July  13.  1837. 

Anthony  Phelps  enlisted  in 
May  1777  under  Capt.  Ri>.'h- 
ard  May.  He  was  at  Boons- 
bourgh  when  it  was  be.sieged 
by  the  Indians.  He  also  fought 
with  General  George  R.  Clark. 
He  is  buried  at  Barren  Run 
Bapti.st  Church  in  LaRue 
County. 

Geurge  Kane  died  Dec.  26, 
1839  leaving  a  wife  Elizabeth. 

Henry  Rains,  Joseph  Rider 
and  .Inhn  Mnriplpv  wpr*»  Rounl. 

utionaty  soldiers  according  to 
Hardin  ("(mniy  Court  Records. 

Jolm  .Scolt  was  a  private  in 
the  \'irginia  Stale  Troops. 

Janie.s  Slate  enlisted  in  Vir- 
ginia and  f;ught  from  Brandy- 
wme to  Y(»rkiown.  He  was 
crippled  by  1818  and  had  no 
fainil;, .  lie  died  March  16, 
UVM. 

Joseph  Smith  and  John 
Sniooi  were  Revolutionary 
.soldirr.s  according  to  Court 
records. 

John  Stoncbakcr  was  born 
in  Berk  County,  Pennsylvania 
and  fought  at  Brandywine,  Gcr- 
mantown and  near  Trenton. 

Soloman  Turner  enlisted  in 
Maryland  in  1778  and  served 
with  the  7th  Regiment  until 
1782.  He  died  in  Hardin  Coun- 
ty April  14,  1820. 

Capt.  Jacob  Van  Meter  Sr., 
1723-1798.  He  was  an  Ensign 
in  the  12lh  Virginia  Regiment 
in  the  French  and  Indian  Wars, 
and  a  Captain  in  the  Illinois 
Regiment  of  the  Virginia  State 
Line.  He  and  his  wife  Letitia 
Stroud  were  among  the  first 
settlers  in  the  Valley,  and  are 
buried  in  the  Elizabethtown 
City  Cemetery. 

Jacob  Van  Meter  was  an 
Ensign  in  the  Illinois  Regiment 
in  1778  and  was  with  Gen. 
Clark  during  his  entire  Indian 
campaign.  He  married  Re- 
beca  Rawlings  in  Hardin 
County.  He  was  known  as 
".Miller  Jake". 


Isaac  Vertrees,  April  15, 
1755-April  5,  1822,  served  with 
the  8th  Regiment  of  Pennsyl- 
vania Line  for  three  years.  He 
is  probably  buried  in  the  Old 
Vertrees  Cemetery  near  Vine 
Grove. 

Thomas  Wilkins  was  a  pri- 
vate in  the  14th  Virginia  Reg- 
iment of  Foot  for  three  years. 
He  died  January  29,  1837, 
leaving  Peggy,  his  widow. 

Nicholas  West  was  married 
by  Benjamin  Linn  March  9. 
1790  to  Elizabeth  Morgan  in 
Washington  County,  Kentucky. 

Richard  Winchester,  Feb. 
15,  1755-Oct.  14,  1842,  enlisted 
in  Connecticut  and  served  four 
drafts.  His  wife's  name  was 
Lydia  and  they  resided  in  La- 
Rue County. 

It  is  fitting  and  proper  that 
these  men  who  fought  for  our 
independence  and  later  strug- 
gled to  help  settle  our  state 
should  be  honored  during  our 
Bicentennial. 


-  V 
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